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Would you be willing to foster a homeless dog?

At The Ark we sometimes find ourselves in the situation where we have more dogs needing somewhere to stay than we have space for.  In these instances we try to find an alternative place for them until we can take them in and find them a permanent home.  It isn’t always easy and sometimes we have no option but to turn them away – something we obviously hate to do.

This is where you can help.

We would like to establish a Register of Volunteer Foster Homes.  We would then be able to consult the Register to find the most appropriate foster home when we find ourselves in the situation of not having space for a dog in need.  Please read the following information and, if you feel you would be able to offer a dog a foster home, please complete the attached form and return it to The Ark.

What does fostering entail?

First and foremost – love, patience and understanding.  Some of our dogs have had a traumatic life and need some TLC to bring out the best in them.  Others have come from loving homes that, for a miriad of reasons, are unable to keep them.

We are asking you to care for one of these dogs in your own home.  

You will be increasing their chances of finding a forever home by giving them a normal family environment to live in.  

For untrained dogs, you could start house training / basic command training although this is not essential.

You will need to take daily care of the dog by ensuring it has sufficient food and water, walking, grooming and playing with it.

Period of fostering:

You can specify the length of time you would like to foster for; The Ark will endeavour to match a dog with your preference.  Sometimes we require a foster home for only a few days, other times it is longer.  

For people living in Barbados for just a couple of years and who might like a dog, have you considered longer term fostering?  We have dogs that are hard to rehome (for example older dogs) who would love a family home for the duration of your stay.

Support

The Ark will support you with as much information and advice as you would like.

We would ask you to cover the cost of feeding the dog while it is living with you but The Ark will cover any veterinary bills should they occur.

The Ark is a registered charity and unfortunately would not be able to refund the cost of any damage that a foster dog might do to your property or belongings.

Thank you for reading this and we hope you feel able to offer your home to a dog in need.

VOLUNTEER DOG FOSTERING FORM

NAME……………………………………………………………………………….

ADDRESS………………………………………………………………...…………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

TEL…………………………                          MOBILE………………………

Email…………………………………………………………………………………

· Please circle what size dog you are interested fostering: small/medium/large

· Do you have a fenced outside area with shelter for the dog?     Yes / No

· Where would you expect the foster dog to sleep?……….…………………….

· Do you currently have other pets?    Yes / No

· If yes, what are they?  …………………………………………………………….

· If you have pets are they vaccinated?……………. Neutered?………………..

· Is there a time limit on the length of time you are willing to foster a dog for? 

         .……………………………………………………………………………………

· Please state if you have young children and what ages……………………….

(A household with young children may not always be a suitable environment                                          for some of the dogs we need to foster).

· Do you live in rented accommodation?    Yes / No 

· If yes, do you have permission to have pets?   Yes / No

· Are you willing to have potential new owners visit the dog at your home? Yes / No.  (If no, this is not a problem, we will arrange for the dog to come to The Ark to meet a prospective new owner).

Please add any further information that you feel may be of interest to us with regard to you fostering a dog.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………….

Some dogs will never have had a home or training and others, through no fault of their own, may be traumatised. Potential problems that have been encountered are listed below, and it would be helpful if you could think about whether you are able to deal with such a situation should it arise:

-    A dog wetting and/or soiling in the house

-    Furniture and/or personal belongings being chewed

I understand The Ark will not be financially liable if a foster dog causes any damage to my property or personal belongings.

Signed: ………………………………………     Date: ……………………………...

Please return the completed application form to:-

The Ark located in Salters, St George or post to 

The Ark Animal Welfare Society, P.O.Box 199W, Ch Ch
