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The President's Letter
Dear Members and Friends

As this Christmas Season approaches and 2011 comes to an end, we not only celebrate our 
blessings but also look back and reflect on our many achievements for the year.  

The adoption and spay/neuter figures listed inside the newsletter are impressive numbers in 
themselves.  However, we never forget that there are personalities behind these figures; dogs 
who have often had tough lives trying to survive as strays but are now safe and cared for in 
happy and loving homes.  Dogs that have been rescued from abusive homes and have been 
brought back to good health and are now with families that love and cherish them.  Your 
support and donations have enabled us to do this and for that we would like to say Thank You.

On a sad note, Leonard Gamblin passed away on Saturday 10th September after a battle with 
cancer.  Len was a founder member of the original Ark Committee and served as Vice President 
during 2001/2002.  He was particularly involved in the rescue of "Sandy" from Sandy Beach 
who became D.D., the Diplomatic Dog of Barbados.  We extend our sympathy to Len's family.

We have recently set up a gmail account (arkanimalwelfare@gmail.com) through which we 
plan to keep in touch with you between newsletters with information about events or animal 
welfare issues.  If you have not received an email yet and would like to be included, please send 
your email details to the gmail address so that we can add you to the mailing list.  Please also 
remember to let us know if your address changes so that we can make sure you don't miss out 
on receiving the newsletters.

Unfortunately, our 3rd annual Christmas Market, originally scheduled for November 12th, 
had to be postponed due to torrential rain and high winds.  However, Stewart Gill and Alex 
Cole of Lion Castle kindly made it possible for us to reschedule to December 3rd for which we 
thank them.  Details of how successful the day was can be found inside this newsletter.

It just remains for me to wish you a wonderful holiday with your family and friends and good 
health in the coming year.
  
Sincerely,

Bob Parravicino
President

Reminder!  Subscription Renewal
We had an excellent response to our reminder in the last Newsletter about renewing membership so 
thank you to everyone who renewed.  Enclosed is a renewal form for those members whose subscription 
is coming to an end in the next few months.  The regular income from membership fees is an important 
  part of our financing for the Shelter so please pop a cheque in the post to us at the address on the 
      back of this newsletter if your subscription is coming to an end.
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Proceedings of the 13th Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given of the 13th Annual General Meeting of The Ark Animal Welfare Society.

All paid up members are invited to attend.

DATE:             Wednesday, 11th January, 2012  
TIME:              10:30 a.m. (prompt start please)
PLACE:           Barbados Yacht Club, Bay Street, St. Michael
CHAIR:           Mr. Stuart Martin

AGENDA:      1) Apologies for absence
                       2) Confirmation of the Minutes of the 12th A.G.M. held on 
                                Wednesday 26th January 2011
                       3) Report for the year 2011 and future plans
                       4) Consideration and approval of the Audited Accounts of 2010/2011
                       5) Appointment of Auditors for 2011/2012
                       6) Election of Executive Officers of the Society
                       7) Election of Committee Members of the Society
                       8) General Business

Johanna Gamblin
Honorary Secretary

~ Copies of the Audited Accounts for 2010/2011 will be available at the A.G.M. or can be obtained 
   beforehand by contacting The Ark (435 4108) or the Secretary (428 1803).

~ Copies of the Minutes of the 12th A.G.M. will be available at the A.G.M. or can be obtained before-
   hand by contacting The Ark or the Secretary.
 

 

ARK A.G.M.

11th Jan. 2011
 at 10:30 a.m.

A special thank you to Andrew Warden, owner of the Fish Pot Restaurant and the Atlantis Hotel, 
for being the first establishments in Barbados to initiate the "dollar per head" donation programme.  
Every dollar donated to the Ark Animal Welfare Society facilitates the care and rehabilitation of 
abused and abandoned dogs at the shelter.

These two beautiful 16 week old male kittens were rescued from 
Almond Beach Club and urgently need a loving home.  They 
are currently being fostered and so are litter trained, playful and 
very affectionate.  One kitten is grey, the other is ginger, and 
both have unusual markings and silky coats.  As they are brothers 
we would ideally like to keep together although it is not essential. 
We should say the photo makes them look larger than they are.

Dollar Per Head

Two Kittens
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Above: Max (chocolate brown) & 
Bruno (black & tan) are kind and gentle. 

Max & Bruno 
Male - 2 small male dogs
DOB:  approx Nov 2010

Two very kind, gentle and sweet dogs, a bit hesitant of new 
people for the first few minutes, however their curious nature 
gets the better of them, and they have to come see who you 
are. They are good with other dogs and children, are very smart, 
enjoy going out for walks and love having a fuss made of them. 
We think they would do well in a family situation where they 
would be given lots of attention.  Max and Bruno were brought in 
together; they are very close and it would be good if they could 
be adopted together.

Looking for New Homes
As you know, we have dogs of all ages, shapes and sizes looking 
for good homes but this month we'd particularly like to let you 
know about these 6.

Reeves
Male - neutered - small/medium
DOB:  approx. August 2008
 
Reeves is one of the most loving, kind, gentle, easy-going dogs 
one could meet.  He is unusual looking, (but certainly handsome) 
with a long body and short legs.  He adores people and loves 
having a fuss made of him.  He was found staggering on a busy 
highway in August of this year and initially was fostered by one of 
our volunteers.  Reeves is great with other dogs and children and 
is house-trained.  A BONUS!

Capone
Male - neutered - medium to medium/large
DOB:  approx. late 2008/early 2009

Male - DOB:  
Capone is an attractive dog both inside and out.  He has a very 
exuberant, happy, and playful personality, and is super affection-
ate.  He was picked up underweight in Ch.Ch.   Capone will do 
well in a home with a good sized garden and another dog for 
him to run and play with.  A real bundle of energy!

 

 

 

Reeves (above) is a loving soul and
Capone (below) is full of energy!
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Kady(above) is a elegant and playful
and Janine (below) is kind and gentle!

Kady
Female - spayed - small/medium
DOB:  Approx. January 2009

Kady is an extremely elegant lady!  She was rescued in a 
terribly malnourished state but has made a full recovery now.  
While being fostered by one of our volunteers, she proved to 
be a loyal, loving companion with a highly playful nature - 
loving to run with other dogs or chase a ball.  She gets on very 
well with other dogs and children.  She is reserved with strangers 
and will bark when unsure.  However, once she knows you, 
you'll have a friend for life!

 

Janine
Female - spayed - medium
DOB:  (Approx.)  Sept 2008- Sept 2009

Janine is a super dog, friendly and playful.  She has been 
fostered for a few months alongside an EXTRA large dog as 
well as an EXTRA small dog and got on with both equally well!  
She'll be a little cautious with you to start with and then, when 
she knows you mean her no harm, her kind, gentle and loving 
nature shines through.

The Ark always has dogs and cats looking to start the next chapter of their life with 
a loving family.  If you would like to give a home to any of our animals, please call 
us at 435-4108 or email at ark@caribsurf.com

We require that all prospective new owners have a fully enclosed yard or garden 
where the dog is in a secure area with shelter from sun and rain provided.  As part 
of the agreement of adopting an animal, we require that no animal is chained or 
confined for long periods of time as this is against the laws of Barbados.

If you are interested, please call us and find out how we can help you make your home ready 
for a new pet.  If you would like to visit our kennels at Sugarland Farm in St George, please call 
us to make arrangements.
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The UK will harmonise its pet movement rules with the rest of the European Union from 1 January 2012, 
bringing the UK's Pet Travel Scheme into line with the most recent science. All pets will still need to be 
vaccinated against rabies. Pets from the EU and listed non-EU countries (which includes Barbados) will 
no longer need a blood test and will only have to wait 21 days before they travel.  The changes are 
summarized well in the following table taken from the DEFRA website: www.defra.gov.uk

Entry rules for pets entering the UK from the EU and listed non-EU countries: 

Great News! Taking Pets to the UK? 
The Rules are Changing

These changes will make it much easier for people moving to the UK to take their pets with them as well 
as for tourists who might want to take an adorable souvenir home with them!  

Dog License Regulation
If you have not licensed your dog(s) yet, there is no better time to do this 
than the start of a new year.  There are 3 places that issue the licenses:

1) Animal Control Centre, Black Rock   Tel:  425 1033 /425 5559
2) Maurice Byer Polyclinic, St Peter   Tel:  422 4081
3) Six Roads Polyclinic, St. Philip     Tel:  423 6231

The cost of a license is $5 per dog for a year or $10 per dog for 3 years.  However, if you have had your 
dog spayed/neutered, take the vet's certificate along with you and it will only cost $5 for the lifetime of 
that dog.  You will be issued with an identification tag which should be put on the dog's collar.  If your 
dog gets lost, Animal Control will endeavour to trace you from this tag.

There is no better way to increase the chances of being reunited with your precious lost dog than by 
having a tag with the dog's name and your phone number on its collar.  Name tags can be obtained 
    from Blades Trophies, 1 Golf Club Road, Ch Ch. or Do it Best at Sheraton Centre for approx Bds$15.00.

 

What has to be done
Microchip
Rabies vaccination 
Documentation (pet passport or 
third country certificate)
Blood test (dogs and cats) 
Pre-entry waiting period
Length of waiting period before 
entry to the UK 
Tick treatment 
Tapeworm treatment 

Now 
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
6 months from date  sample 
taken for blood test
Yes (24-48 hours before embarkation)
Yes (as for ticks)

From 1 January 2012
Yes
Yes
Yes

No
Yes
21 days after vaccination 
against rabies
No
Under consideration at 
European level

 



6

New Year's Resolutions: Weight Training
Whether you sneak him table food or stick with kibble, your pet may be overweight. Here's how to help 
him/her trim down - and add years to his/her life.

As with people, too many extra pounds, even as few as three or four, can put pets at risk for all sorts of 
chronic diseases, such as diabetes, high blood pressure, kidney failure and certain cancers, which can 
lower their life expectancy by at least two years.

Size up your pet:  Just because Fido looks fit, doesn't mean he is!  Ideally your 
pet should be weighed by a vet during his annual check-up.  However, you 
can assess his weight at home by placing your hands over his rib-cage.  You 
should be able to easily feel his ribs under a thin layer of skin.  If you have to 
press down or dig through lots of skin, your pet is probably too heavy.  

Another test is to stand over him and look down at his silhouette - you should 
see an hourglass shape.  If his figure is straight with no curve where his ribs 
and belly meet, then he's overweight.

Visit your vet:  A few days before you go, start keeping a food diary.  Write 
down everything your pet eats and how much, including his regular food, 

treats, and any table scraps you give him.  Once the vet weighs your pet to confirm he's overweight, 
the diary will help the vet calculate the total number of calories your pet typically consumes each day 
to assess how the modify his diet.

The Fix:  The vet will determine how much food your animal really needs based on his 
age, breed, activity level and other individual factors.  Feeding guidelines on bags 
are formulated for adult un-spayed or un-neutered active dogs and cats.  It is import-
ant to know that energy levels in spayed or neutered animals are often lowered due 
to hormonal changes meaning they burn off fewer calories.  It is up to you to stick to 
the food levels recommended by the vet.

Rethink Treats:  No more throwing Barney a biscuit every time he rolls over or when you, 
feeling guilty, get home after a long day.  Treats should account for no more than 
10% of a pet's daily calories.  Give them only as rewards for good behaviour and no 
more than one or two per day.

 

 

Get him Moving:  Like many of their owners, pets often need moti-
vation to exercise.  Studies show that dogs kept in a fenced yard 
don't run - they spend most of their time sitting.  Take your dog for a 
walk - as little as 20 to 30 minutes of continuous brisk walking every 
day will boost his immune function and improve cardio-vascular 
health not to mention burn off some of those calories!  And the good 
news is that it will provide you with the same health benefits too!

"He is your friend, your partner, your defender, your dog. You are his life, his 
love, his leader. He will be yours, faithful and true, to the last beat of his heart. 

You owe it to him to be worthy of such devotion." - Unknown
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Grateful Thanks
- Jacqueline Ashby-Nicholson for her various kind donations to the Shelter.

- Laurie-Ann Worme for regularly transporting our dogs to The RSPCA to be spayed/neutered.

- Mandy Atwell for her invaluable help with updating our Website.

- Dorin Boyce and Woodbourne Kennels for helping us out by kennelling dogs who are in dire need 
  when we have no space.  

- Josette Cummins for a donation in remembrance of Edna Cummins "She was a great animal lover and 
  over three years ago she adopted a little dog called Lucy who misses her greatly".

- Gill and Matthew Atmeare for committing to an annual donation.  Gill said:  "My aunt Doll and her 
  sisters supported animals all their lives.  Aunt Doll left money in her will to a few animal charities but 
  these tended to be larger ones and I decided (as Executor) that rather than continue to support these 
  it would be a fitting memorial that I donate from her estate to a smaller rescue where you can actually 
  see the work that the money does and that it is not lost in administration fees."  
  Why did we choose The Ark? "It is a case of giving back and trying to change the way animals are 
  viewed in Barbados…. and you guys do a wonderful job… there are simply too many high kill shelters… 
  but it doesn't start there … it starts with education… and as you know when I can eventually live on the 
  island permanently I have lots of ideas that will hopefully help with the cause of animal welfare."

- And finally to all our volunteers who come to the Shelter to spend time with the dogs giving them the 
  attention and love they need.

In Memory of Shandy Gamblin: 25/01/96 to 12/09/11
 
After being diagnosed with pneumonia today, 
Shandy was released to be with her God this 
afternoon and has been buried under the 
shade of the almond tree in between her 
brother George and her mother Buffy.
 
A Parting Prayer 

Dear Lord, please open your gates
and call St. Francis
to come escort this beloved companion
across the Rainbow Bridge.

Assign her to a place of honor,
for she has been a faithful servant
and has always done her best to please me.

Bless the hands that send her to you,
for they are doing so in love and compassion,
freeing her from pain and suffering.

Grant me the strength not to dwell on my loss.
Help me remember the details of her life
with the love she has shown me.
And grant me the courage to honor her
by sharing those memories with others.

Let her remember me as well
and let her know that I will always love her.
And when it's my time to pass over into your paradise,
please allow her to accompany those
who will bring me home.

Thank you, Lord,
for the gift of her companionship
and for the time we've had together.

And thank you, Lord,
for granting me the strength
to give her to you now.

Amen.
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Despite the best efforts of the weather to hamper us, The Ark Christmas Market happened very success-
fully on Saturday 3rd December.  We were lucky to have just one short shower which didn't seem to 
dampen the enthusiasm of the shoppers.

Of course, apart from giving everyone an enjoyable afternoon out, the main aim of the event was to 
raise funds for the welfare of the dogs and running costs of the kennels.  At the time of going to press, 
we are pleased to confirm that the afternoon raised a tidy sum, with a few contributions still to come in, 
and we are delighted with the amount raised.

We would like to thank Maurice and Lorna Correira of Correira's Jewellery Store in Bridgetown for kindly 
donating a lovely Seiko man's watch for our Raffle.  It was won by Cindy Rolands so many congratula-
tions to her.

Thank you also to everyone who spent time making delicious contributions to the tea table and to every-
one who bought the teas; we hope you enjoyed the indulgence!  We also had burgers and hot dogs 
which proved very popular..... nothing beats the smell of a barbeque!

One of the highlights of the afternoon was a visit by some of 
our current residents at the kennels.  They were identifiable by 
their very distinctive blue bandanas kindly made by Debra 
Nascimento. The dogs certainly seemed to enjoy their outing, 
behaving impeccably and everyone, particularly the children, 
enjoyed interacting with them.

In closing, we would like to say that we are very grateful to all 
the stall-holders and visitors who came along and helped to 
make a very enjoyable afternoon for everyone.

A huge thank you on behalf of the dogs for your generous 
contributions on Saturday.

Above: Capone at Christmas Market
Below left: Jaspar and Caspar Below: Reeves at Christmas Market

 

ARK Christmas Market
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A PUPPY'S TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
On the first day of Christmas my puppy gave to me
     The Santa topper from the Christmas tree.

On the second day of Christmas my puppy gave to me
     Two leaking bubble lights
     And the Santa topper from the Christmas tree.

On the third day of Christmas my puppy gave to me
     Three punctured ornaments
     Two leaking bubble lights
     And the Santa topper from the Christmas tree.

On the fourth day of Christmas my puppy gave to me
     Four broken window candles
     Three punctured ornaments
     Two leaking bubble lights
     And the Santa topper from the Christmas tree.

On the fifth day of Christmas my puppy gave to me
     Five chewed-up stockings
     Four broken window candles
     Three punctured ornaments
     Two leaking bubble lights
     And the Santa topper from the Christmas tree.

On the sixth day of Christmas my puppy gave to me
     Six yards of soggy ribbon
     Five chewed-up stockings
     Four broken window candles
     Three punctured ornaments
     Two leaking bubble lights
     And the Santa topper from the Christmas tree.

On the seventh day of Christmas my puppy gave to me
     Seven scraps of wrapping paper
     Six yards of soggy ribbon
     Five chewed-up stockings
     Four broken window candles
     Three punctured ornaments
     Two leaking bubble lights
     And the Santa topper from the Christmas tree.

On the eighth day of Christmas my puppy gave to me
     Eight tiny reindeer fragments
     Seven scraps of wrapping paper
     Six yards of soggy ribbon
     Five chewed-up stockings
     Four broken window candles
     Three punctured ornaments
     Two leaking bubble lights
     And the Santa topper from the Christmas tree.

 

On the ninth day of Christmas my puppy gave to me
     My wreath in nine pieces
     Eight tiny reindeer fragments
     Seven scraps of wrapping paper
     Six yards of soggy ribbon
     Five chewed-up stockings
     Four broken window candles
     Three punctured ornaments
     Two leaking bubble lights
     And the Santa topper from the Christmas tree.

On the tenth day of Christmas my puppy gave to me
     Ten Christmas cards I shoulda mailed
     My wreath in nine pieces
     Eight tiny reindeer fragments
     Seven scraps of wrapping paper
     Six yards of soggy ribbon
     Five chewed-up stockings
     Four broken window candles
     Three punctured ornaments
     Two leaking bubble lights
     And the Santa topper from the Christmas tree.

On the eleventh day of Christmas my puppy gave to me
     Eleven unwrapped presents
     Ten Christmas cards I shoulda mailed
     My wreath in nine pieces
     Eight tiny reindeer fragments
     Seven scraps of wrapping paper
     Six yards of soggy ribbon
     Five chewed-up stockings
     Four broken window candles
     Three punctured ornaments
     Two leaking bubble lights
     And the Santa topper from the Christmas tree.

On the twelfth day of Christmas my puppy gave to me
     A dozen puppy kisses
     And I forgot about the other eleven days.

             -Author unknown
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Welcome New Members!
ATWELL, Mandy
BRIGGS, Louise & Darrell
CARDILL, Diane
DECOTEAU, Marguerite
HYMBAUGH, Karen 
PAMPELLONNE, Sian 
PARSRAM, Kemraj 
SMYTH, Trudi 
WARD, Michelle 
WEEKES, Jewel 
WORME, Laurie-Ann

The Ark has spayed/neutered 22 dogs and 
12 cats between 1st July and 31st October.

The Ark is channeling most of our spay/neuter 
requests to The RSPCA (Tel: 426 3077) and we 
thank them for all the procedures they do for us.  

If you are interested in having your dog or cat 
spayed or neutered, please call us at 435 4108 
or contact the RSPCA (426-3077) directly.

If you need help with transporting your animal, 
contact Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on 
Tel: 243 0420.

Remember cats and dogs cannot read and 
write but they sure can multiply.

Spay and Neuter Programme
Tues. 3rd Jan. 2012
Tues. 6th Mar. 2012

Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each month 
at the Big B Super Centre in Rendezvous.  It takes place from 
9am - 5pm.  If you are looking for good books at great prices, 
come along and check it out.

If you have books in good condition that you would like to 
donate, please contact: Sandie 428-4266, Liz Cole 438-6898 or
Jo 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a message) 

Sale Dates

Monthly Book Sale

Adoption Figures
We are delighted that 101 dogs/puppies and 
10 cats/kittens were adopted into new loving 
homes between 1st January and 31st October 
this year.

If you are interested in having a cat or dog 
join your family please contact us at 435-4108 
or you can also email us at ark@caribsurf.com. 

Some of the dogs in our care looking for homes 
can be seen on our website:        
     www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

or our Facebook page:  
     Ark Animal Welfare Society of Barbados

All animals re-homed as part of this programme 
cannot be kept in kennels or chained for long 
periods of time, as this is against the law. 

We require that all properties are fully en-
closed to provide a safe environment for 
the animal; while also ensuring they do not 
become a nuisance in the area.

Needed:  Pressure mats from PriceSmart ($47 approx each)
                 Used fencing materials to make another play area
                 Paving slabs for a covered play area

Always Welcome: PetCor; Tac-Tic; bags of Dog Chow for dona-
tion to needy families who occasionally require help to feed their 
pets.

The ARK telephone number is 435-4108. Please 
remember that our phone lines are not manned 
24 hours a day so in animal emergencies please 
contact your local vet.

Tues. 7th Feb. 2012
Tues. 3rd Apr. 2012

 Shelter Donations

 

We have a few dogs that are hard to re-home and they would 
love to have a relationship with someone who has a particular 
interest in them.  We can give you the details/picture of a Spon-
sorship Dog so the recipient knows who their gift is helping.   If you 
are interested in Sponsorship, please contact Dominique Maraj 
271-8931 or ark@caribsurf.com

Thank you to the following people who are currently sponsoring 
dogs:

Deloitte                                 Gill Croney              Violet Ford
Marguerite De Coteau        Sian in Design         Sonia Bryant

Pet Patrol
The Sanitation Service Authority will remove dead animals 
struck in vehicular accidents or pets who have died at home. 
The public HOTLINE for reports is 426-4625.
Turtle Hotline  
If turtle tracks or activity are seen, please call the TURTLE HOTLINE 
at 230-0142 to make a report.

Can't think what to give a loved one for Christmas 
this year? What about SPONSORING A DOG?

If you use Facebook keep up to date on our activities at: 
                 Ark Animal Welfare Society Barbados.

Lost/Found:  The Facebook site The Dog Found - Barbados is a 
great way to help reunite lost pets with their owners.  We strongly 
recommend you visit this site to register any lost/found animals. 

 

 

 



The ARK
Animal Welfare Society

Associate of RSPCA INTERNATIONAL
Member Society WSPA
Registered Charity No. 428,

P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church, Barbados
Tel: (246) 435-4108, email: ark@caribsurf.com
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

Executive Committee

Committee Members

Ex-Officio Members

President:
Vice President: Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
Treasurer: To be announced

Mr Stuart Martin     
Miss Dominique Maraj    
Mrs Michele Morland    
Mrs Jennifer Pequeneza     
Miss Debra Nascimento
 Sandie Martin
Tessa King-Inniss

429-0347
438-6898/232-9706
428-1803

428-4266
271-8931
432 7736
435 6460

428-4266 (Books)
234-2457 (Newsletter - Layout)

To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

Mission Statement

Mr Bob Parravicino   

Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year!
Change of address?  Please don't forget to let us know if you 
change your postal or email address.

 


