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The President's Letter

 

Dear Members,

Ask not what your Ark can do for you: ASK WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR YOUR ARK!

Very often, the Ark or its Committee members will receive phone calls reporting injured or starv-
ing animals, mainly dogs.  While every effort is made to help in such instances, the response 
usually needs to be immediate so here’s what you can do:

Keep a small container of chow, a tin of sausages with a pull-off tab and a bottle of water in the 
trunk of your car.  These items greatly help in encouraging a needy animal to let you get close 
enough to pick it up and if it will not trust enough right away, you at least know that it will 
have had one meal which it didn’t have before your help.

Bear in mind that injured animals will be in pain so also keep gloves available, along with an 
old sheet and leash.  If you cannot effect the rescue, then leave food and water, alerting the rescue 
organizations as to the whereabouts of the animal and set up a feeding schedule with friends 
until the rescue can be achieved.    

If you are successful in your rescue, then take the animal to your vet or the RSPCA.  Take digi-
tal photos and send to all animal charities so that owners can be traced or the task of finding a 
new home can begin. 

Let us all try harder for the dogs out there who are trying to survive and longing for a safe, 
loving home. We are receiving more calls than ever and appeal to you to consider adopting or fos-
tering one more canine creature.

On a lighter note, the good news is that little Davina (now called Tilly) is scheduled to start the 
process for her cataract operation on 4th October. The delays have been for various unavoidable 
reasons, primarily sourcing essential eye drops and the availability of the vet.  It looks like 
everything is in place now so Tilly should be able to see again very soon.

Our Annual Ark Christmas Market will be held on Saturday 24th November at Lion Castle 
from 11 a.m. so please make a note in your diary to come out and support us.  It’s our largest 
fundraising event of the year so spread the word – and please get in touch with any member of 
the Committee if you would like to book a stall or help in any way such as donating tea items 
or giving of your time on the day.

I would also like to let you know that The Ark has produced a calendar for 2013 which will be 
available from October.  Further details are inside the newsletter.

Sincerely,
 Bob Parravicino

President
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Looking for New Homes
As you know, we have dogs of all ages, shapes and sizes looking for good homes but this month we'd 
particularly like to let you know about some of our smaller ones.

Looking for New Homes cont'd -->

Vito
Male – neutered – small
DOB: July 2011 (Approx.)

Vito is a very small young dog with a beautiful sleek brown and 
black shiny coat. Vito has a wonderful personality – a very happy, 
lively dog who loves the company of both humans and other 
dogs. He will happily sit in your lap for ages. Vito should be 
adopted where there is at least one other dog plus quite a high 
fence/wall as he has shown us he is very agile for such a small dog. 
Vito is up to date with all of his vaccines. All he needs now is a new 
and loving home to call his own.

Simon
Male – neutered - small 
DOB:  Approx 2006/2007

Simon is a character; quite unusual and distinctive looking with a 
big personality. His previous owner no longer wanted him so put 
him on the street and shut the door.   Being such a loyal dog, he 
stayed around where he considered his home to be, begging for 
food from the neighbourhood and going through dustbins. He is a 
loving dog and would fit into a home with other passive female 
dogs and older children.  He would equally do well as a single 
companion dog.

Graeme
Male – neutered – small/small-medium
DOB:  Approx. 2010

Graeme is a big dog in a small package!  He’s strong and muscu-
lar while being loving and loyal as well.  He was found in the 
Graeme Hall area and has definitely been someone’s pet.  We 
have tried to find his owner but over a month later he is still with us 
so its time to find him a new home.  He gets on with other dogs but 
we feel would be better placed with a female dog.  He is longing 
to become a loyal companion to someone.... could it be you?
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Looking for New Homes (cont'd)

Clyde (who is available for adoption)

“Poison and Your Pet” Cont'd -->

Bonnie & Clyde
Bonnie – Female – spayed – small
DOB:  Approx: early 2011

Clyde – Male  – small
DOB:  Approx Jan 2012

Bonnie is believed to be the mother of Clyde.  Bonnie will provide 
you with all the love and companionship you could ever want – 
she likes nothing better than to curl up on your lap.  Clyde is defi-
nitely a ‘boy’ and will entertain and play to your heart’s content!  
He is a chunky dog while Bonnie is slight and delicate.  Together 
they make a good combination and keep each other entertained 
for hours.  Partially house trained, these young dogs will make 
loving and fun family pets.  

The Ark always has dogs and cats looking to start the next chapter of their life with a loving family.  If you 
would like to give a home to any of our animals, please call us at 435-4108 or email at ark@caribsurf.com.  

Our usual requirements of a secure area with shelter apply. If you are interested, please call us and find 
out how we can help you make your home ready for a new pet.  If you would like to visit our kennels at 
Sugarland Farm in St George, please call us to make arrangements.

Despite the often repeated myth that “dogs don’t eat rat poison”, 
we have recently dealt with two incidents of dogs that did.  The Ark 
can definitely say.... SOME DOGS DO!  The following is written as a 
basic guideline to pet owners but if you suspect your pet has eaten 
poison of any description, we strongly advise that you visit or call 
your vet IMMEDIATELY.

Clyde, a 7 month old puppy, was one of the lucky ones.  The Ark 
picked him up in Maxwell as a stray and after 2 days his foster carer 
noticed inexplicable blood spots just under the skin on his tummy 
and bleeding from his nose.  He was taken straight to the vet and 
thankfully, following treatment, has made a full recovery.  Clyde 
must have eaten the poison as he searched for food, but most 
poisonings occur at home.  Never underestimate the ability of a pet 
to get into rat bait or snail bait - it is attractive to vermin and is there-
fore likely to be attractive to some pets.  

Poison and Your Pet

As well as directly eating the poison, pets can also become ill by eating a rat/mouse that has already con-
sumed poison or by walking through powdery bait residues (including snail bait) which they ingest when 
they subsequently lick and groom themselves.
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Symptoms of Poisoning

The most common forms of rat bait contain agents which inhibit blood clotting. In general, it takes 36-72 
hours for symptoms to show.  Symptoms are varied but often include one or more of the following:

Bear in mind that some animals may show non-specific symptoms eg. fever, depression, lethargy, weak-
ness, cold extremities or high heart rates so you need to be vigilant. 

Treatment

Making pets vomit (by using 3% hydrogen peroxide) in order to remove ingested poisons is only really help-
ful if the animal vomits within the first 2-4 hours of eating the poison. If you know your pet has consumed 
poison, either directly or indirectly, you should take your pet to the vet along with the box of poison so the 
vet will know the type of poison s/he is dealing with and therefore how to treat it.  The vet will prescribe 
large doses of ‘vitamin K1’, which helps restore the blood's ability to clot. Other supportive measures, like 
IV fluids and blood transfusions are also administered to pets who are suffering from severe poisoning.

Advice on How to Deal with Vermin/Pests

RATS:  All rat poison is dangerous to your dogs and cats so you should use methods that are not toxic to 
pets, eg snap traps, glue traps.

If you have to use bait you should take the following precautions:
-  Use bitter tasting bait such as Vitrex which is less attractive to pets.

-  Use tamper-proof bait stations - these are available direct from Agro-chemicals.

-  Tie baits down: If using wax blocks and no bait station, make sure that the baits are tied down with non-
    chewable material so that mice/rats cannot carry the baits away. 

-  Place bait well out of reach of pets – never at ground level; ceilings and wall cavities are preferable.

-  Never place baits under the house - it is often forgotten leading to poisoning at a later date.

-  Remove baits after use - reducing the risk of baits being forgotten and found by pets later on.

-  When moving to a new house, you should always ask the previous owners or tenants whether they have
    put any bait down. 

SNAILS:  Agrochemicals have a new ‘pet friendly’ snail bait called Naiban.  It is slightly more expensive 
than the common blue bait but in the long run may be cheaper if it stops your pet getting poisoned.

Insecticides/fungicides/herbicides:  Agrochemicals has a range called Eco-Smart made using 
essential oils and which are pet friendly.

-  Pale Gums
-  Weakness
-  Bloody Nose
-  Blood collecting in eyes
-  Blood in the Urine

-  Blood in the Faeces
-  Coughing Up Blood
-  Visible bruises on skin
-  Internal Bleeding
-  Distended, Firm Abdomen (due to internal bleeding)
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Sponsor a Spare Change Tin

The Ark is gradually replacing our existing spare change collection boxes with newer, more robust tins.  
Collection boxes are located at various outlets around the island and are a valuable source of funds for 
us.  However, each new tin costs $60 to produce and so we are looking for sponsorship to cover this cost.  
Please would you consider sponsoring a tin?  It could be sponsored in the name of your business if you 
have one, or perhaps in memory of a dog that is or was special to you.  Each tin will state its sponsor and 
we can include a company logo if you have one.  

Please contact Michele Morland at arkanimalwelfare@gmail.com if you are interested in sponsoring a tin 
or having one located at your business ….. it is a gift that keeps on giving. If you have already sponsored 
a tin, the new ones will start appearing in October.  We will let you know where yours is located.

The ARK Fundraising Calendar - 2013

Our 2013 calendar will be available mid-October with all proceeds 
going towards the kennel running costs.  Thank you very much to 
the companies who sponsored the printing costs, Roberts, Atlantic 
Marketing, Collins and Agro Chemicals.

The calendar, which features lovely photographs of some of the 
wonderful dogs who have been re-homed by The Ark, will help 
keep your life organised in 2013 and would also make a great 
Christmas gift!  

Copies can be purchased at the Shelter or at our monthly book 
sales at SuperCentre, Rendezvous, Ch Ch.  Alternatively, you can 
order one by email at ark@caribsurf.com or send us a cheque and 
we’ll post one out to you.  The calendar costs $20 (please add $2 
to cover postage).
Don’t miss out – ORDER YOUR’S NOW!

ARK T-shirts

Look out for our lovely new 
t-shirts in styles to suit men and 
women, boys and girls.  They 
are $25 each, available at the 
monthly book sales or at the 
Shelter.  All profits will contrib-
ute towards our overall running 
costs.

Grateful Thanks
~  Better Late than Never! Ariele St. Pierre Collins for donating the 
profit from her "Sugar Cubed" Christmas 2011 Sales
 
~  Deloitte Services Ltd. for their generous annual donation.

~  Catherine Sharp who requested donations to The Ark rather than 
presents from friends invited to celebrate her milestone birthday.  
Her generous friends gave a box full of food and $450 in donations.  
Thank you to everyone who contributed.

~  Muncharoonies for giving 20% of their sales to The Ark.  Their 
homemade dog and cat treats can be ordered at: 
chrissie@caribsurf.com or tel:  271 1324 / 833 7524.

~ All our volunteers without whom The Ark could not operate.
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Welcome New Members!
KING, Jean
TOWNER, Christopher – (Life Member)

Tues. 6th Nov. 2012
Sale Dates

Tues. 4th Dec. 2012

 

 

Pet Patrol
The Sanitation Service Authority will remove dead animals 
struck in vehicular accidents or pets who have died at home. 
The public HOTLINE for reports is 426-4625.
Turtle Hotline  
If turtle tracks or activity are seen, please call the TURTLE HOTLINE 
at 230-0142 to make a report.

If you use Facebook keep up to date on our activities at: 
                 Ark Animal Welfare Society Barbados.

Lost/Found: THE DOG FOUND BARBADOS is a group on Facebook 
where you can post information lost and found animal

 

Spay and Neuter Programme
The Ark has spayed/neutered 23 dogs/pups 
and 13 cats/kittens between 1st May  and 31st 
August 2012 bringing our total for the year so 
far to 42 dogs/pups and 23 cats/kittens.

The Ark is channeling most of our spay/neuter 
requests to The RSPCA (Tel: 426 3077) and we 
thank them for all the procedures they do for 
us.  

If you are interested in having your dog or cat 
spayed or neutered, please call us at 435 4108 
or contact the RSPCA directly.

If you need help with transporting your animal, 
contact Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on Tel: 
243-0420.

Remember that cats and dogs cannot read 
and write but they sure can multiply.

Adoption Programme
We are delighted that 25 dogs were adopted 
between 1st June and 1st August 2012. 

If you are interested in having a cat or dog join 
your family please contact us at 435-4108 or 
you can also email us at ark@caribsurf.com.  

Some of the dogs in our care looking for homes 
can be seen on our website:
  www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com 
or our Facebook page:  Ark-Animal-Welfare-
Society-of-Barbados

All animals re-homed as part of this program 
cannot be kept in kennels or chained for long 
periods of time, as this is against the law. We 
require that all properties are fully enclosed to 
provide a safe environment for the animal; 
while also ensuring they do not become a 
nuisance in the area.

Shelter Donations
Needed: Electric Radio; Fencing materials; 
Paving slabs for a covered play area

Always Welcome: PetCor; Tac-Tic; bags of 
Dog Chow for donation to needy families 
who who can no longer afford to feed their 
pets.

Monthly Book Sale
Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Big B Super Centre in Rendezvous.  It takes place from 9am – 
5pm.  If you are looking for good books at great prices, come 
along and check it out.  

If you have books in good condition that you would like to 
donate, please contact: Sandie 428-4266, Liz Cole 232-9706 or
Jo 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a message)

Sponsorship
If you, or someone you know, would like to help a dog in our care 
but cannot offer it a home, why not consider sponsorship?  We 
have a few dogs who are hard to re-home and they would love to 
have a relationship with someone who has a particular interest in 
them. Further information is on the enclosed sheet.

If you are interested in Sponsorship, please contact:
                  Dominique Maraj at 271-8931 
                  or email us at ark@caribsurf.com

Thank you to the following people for their sponsorship: 

~  Gill Croney and Violet Ford
~  Sonia Bryant for sponsoring Francis in memory of Charlie Bryant
~  Sian in Design for sponsoring Harry for one year "in honour of all
    my four-legged 'kids' that teach me what love looks like daily".
~  Julie Edgehill-Seale for sponsoring Benny.

The ARK telephone number is 435-4108. Please 
remember that our phone lines are not manned 24 
hours a day so in animal emergencies please con-
tact your local vet.
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President: Mr. Bob Parravicino 
Vice President: Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
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Miss Dominique Maraj 
Mr. Stuart Martin  
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      -
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      -
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To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

Mission Statement

Change of address?  Please don't forget to let us 
know if you change your postal or email address.


