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The President's Letter
Dear Member,
Welcome to our final newsletter for 2012. For those members who usually receive your newsletter
via e-mail, we are sending you this paper copy as The Ark’s Christmas gift to you; it’s something
we do every year as a gesture of our appreciation for your continued support.
2012 has been another busy year with highs and lows. The lows are obviously the constant
stream of abused and abandoned dogs we encounter and the fact that the numbers never seem to
decrease. Education is the only way the situation will improve and, as Members of The Ark, we
can all help by being advocates for good animal care and the benefits of spay/neuter. If we can
all persuade one person to get their pet ‘fixed’ in the coming year it will be a positive step towards
reducing the number of unwanted pets in Barbados.
Thankfully, there have been many highs as well, the best being the animals that we have successfully re-homed over the year. There is nothing better than seeing the happiness of a dog settled
into a loving home where previously it had been struggling to survive or had come from an abusive situation. I have to extend a big ‘thank you’ to all staff, volunteers and fundraisers who have
worked so hard to achieve this success as well as to everyone who has fostered or adopted one of our
animals. Without you, The Ark would not exist.
Another notable high was little Davina (now called Tilly) regaining her sight. She is the little
dog that needed the cataract operation which so many of you generously contributed towards.
You can read her story later on in this newsletter.
The Ark had a ‘first’ this year. Our first fundraising calendar was produced and sold out within
weeks. I would like to thank all those that worked so hard on making it a success, to the companies that sponsored the printing costs and to everyone who contributed photographs of their pets.
We hope to do another one next year so please keep us in mind for your adorable photographs!
One last low! Committee Member and kennel volunteer Michele Morland leaves Barbados during
December. Michele has been a part of The Ark for the past 3 years during which she calmly and
cheerfully managed her Tuesdays at the kennels, participated in fund-raisers, rescued and fostered Ark dogs - and then took on the additional tasks of helping to produce the newsletters and,
more recently, our calendars. Michele, we cannot thank you enough for your generosity; you
will be greatly missed and we all join in wishing you "bon voyage" and "au revoir".
It just remains for me to wish you a wonderful holiday with your family and friends and good
health in the coming year.
Sincerely,
Bob Parravicino
President
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Proceedings of the 14th Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given of the 14th Annual General Meeting of The Ark Animal Welfare Society. All
paid up members are invited to attend.
Date:
Time:
Place:
Chair:

Wednesday, 23rd January, 2013
10:30 a.m. (prompt start please)
Barbados Yacht Club, Bay Street, St. Michael
Mr Stuart Martin

Agenda: 1) Apologies for absence
2) Confirmation of the Minutes of the 13th A.G.M.
held on Wednesday 11th January, 2012
3) Report for the year 2012 and future plans
4) Consideration and approval of the Audited
Accounts of 2011/2012
5) Appointment of Auditors for 2012/2013
6) Election of Executive Officers of the Society
7) Election of Committee Members of the Society
8) General Business

Johanna Gamblin

Honorary Secretary

Reminder!
Subscription Renewal
Everyone who received a
blank membership form with
this newsletter is due to
renew for 2013. Your membership fee is vital to the continuation of keeping The Ark
afloat.
Please renew soonest and let
us know of any changes to
your info. Feel free to photocopy the blank form and
encourage
family
and
friends to join!

~ Copies of the Audited Accounts for 2011/2012 will be available at the A.G.M. or can be
obtained beforehand by contacting The Ark (435 4108) or the Secretary (428 1803).
~ Copies of the Minutes of the 13th A.G.M. will be available at the A.G.M. or can be obtained
beforehand by contacting The Ark or the Secretary.

Group Dog Training Classes FREE OF
COST or 10% DISCOUNT Off Private
Training
Lisa White, a Certified Dog Trainer of 26 years, is
kindly extending this offer to anyone who adopts
a puppy or dog from The Ark.
Lisa says: “This is just my way of helping the new
owners and dogs get to know one another, to
start bonding, learn good behaviours, to start off
on the right foot and paw”. Lisa’s Group classes
are held on Saturday afternoons, Private Training
can be scheduled from 4.30pm during the week.
You can contact her on Tel: 243-4338 or Email:
lisadogtrainer@yahoo.com

Dollar Per Head
A special thank you to Andrew Warden,
owner of the Fish Pot Restaurant and the
Atlantis Hotel, for being the first establishments in Barbados to initiate the “dollar per
head” donation programme. Every dollar
donated to The Ark Animal Welfare Society
facilitates the care and rehabilitation of
abused and abandoned dogs at the shelter.
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Looking for New Homes
As you know, we have dogs of all ages, shapes and sizes looking for good homes but this month we'd
particularly like to let you know about some of our smaller ones.

Muppet
Male: neutered - medium
DOB: April 2011 (approx.)
What a handsome boy with a wonderful endearing personality.
Muppet is a very energetic, playful, good-natured and happy
young dog who gets on well with both male and female dogs,
adores human contact and is used to a home environment.
Muppet was adopted as a pup, however due to unforeseen
circumstances is now back with us. Muppet will make a great and
fun addition to any family home.

Fauve
Female: medium
DOB: August 2011 (approx.)
Fauve is a very happy, affectionate, friendly and alert dog who
gravitates towards people, loves attention and going for walks.
Rescued as a pup from a Cane fire, one can see a few singe
marks on her fur . Fauve is also house-trained. Through no fault of
her own, Fauve is looking for her forever home - we think best for
her to be re-homed as a single dog or one with a calm large male
dog. She is quite agile so will need quite a large high
fenced/walled in property. Fauve misses a family home, can you
be her new family? She will reward you with unconditional love, a
constant waggy tail and happy smile.

Ben
Male: neutered - Small medium
DOB: March 2009 (approx.)
Ben has to be one of the most easy-going, laid back, friendly and
social dogs, fabulous with kids, great with both male & female
dogs plus a real poser - which he has ever reason to be as he is
also extremely handsome. Ben was adopted last year together
with his kennel mate Max. However they are now back with us,
through no fault of their own so we are hoping for a wonderful
new home for one or both of them.
Looking for New Homes cont'd -->
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Looking for New Homes (cont’d)
Cher

Female: spayed – small/medium
DOB: Late April 2011
Looking for a super friendly, loving and adorable Family Pet? Cher
is all this and more. She is good with other dogs, great with kids –
seems to have a special bond with them – and is a very kind and
playful dog who also enjoys her walks and plenty belly rubs. She
can be adopted as an only dog if she is part of the family as she
really seems to love human contact.

Tami
Female: small/medium
DOB: 2008 (approx.)
Tami has a very happy and sunny disposition – very playful,
extremely friendly and loves to be cuddled. Tami was given up as
her owner was going into hospital. She is good with other dogs
and would make an affectionate addition to a family home.

Brett
Male: neutered – large/medium
DOB: May 2010 (approx.)
Brett is a dog with tremendous character and intelligence ... and
fur so soft you’ll want to stroke him forever! He also has the nickname “Spiderman” because he can climb fences with great
ease. This means we’re looking for a special home for him where
he won’t be able to escape; either a very large property where he
can roam safely or one with high walls. Brett will reward whoever
can give him a safe and stimulating home with loyalty and love.
The Ark always has dogs and cats looking to start the next chapter of their life with a loving family. If you
would like to give a home to any of our animals, please call us at 435-4108 or email at ark@caribsurf.com
We require that all prospective new owners have a fully enclosed yard or garden where the dog is in a
secure area with shelter from sun and rain provided. In addition, we require that no animal is chained or
confined for long periods of time as this is against the laws of Barbados.
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Happy Tails! ~ Tilly’s Story
Those of you who came to The Ark’s St Patrick’s Day Merrymen event will remember we had a special
collection for a little dog called Davina (renamed Tilly) who, at a young age, was virtually blind with cataracts. Below is an update from Tilly’s adopted family:
“Tilly navigated her new home in less than a day. Sight or no
sight Tilly is the best little guard dog I have ever known; she
began guarding her new family within hours! Nothing
stopped her, not even all the bumps and bangs along the
way. We bonded instantly and she put her trust in us and let
us guide her. She knew that when we said ‘careful’ she
needed to take time and slow down!
The cataract surgery was delayed due to the sourcing of the
best possible eye medications required to give Tilly the maximum chance of restoring her sight. It took Dr. Karen Birdsall
almost 6 months to get hold of them so Tilly spent this time
living with us as an almost blind dog. She was totally fearless
and happy - she’s such an inspiration. I’m sure she had no
idea that she couldn’t see. To her, this was life and she
planned on enjoying it.

Tilly with her cataracts

Once Karen had the medications it was full steam ahead. Tilly
started 3 different eye drops 3 times a day and prednisolone
tablets. On the day of the surgery we dropped her off in the
morning and we awaited Karen’s call. Tilly’s surgery went well
and she spent 2 days at the vets. When we collected her we
instantly knew she was already seeing more. It’s almost 2
months now and the difference in her is outstanding. She can
see, she watches my every move and loves looking in the
fridge!! She is so much more affectionate, her tail never stops
wagging and there are no more bumps and bangs when she
patrols our yard! She had a check up with Dr Birdsall just a few
days ago and doesn’t need to go back to see her for 3
months.

Tilly - seeing the world with fresh eyes

Tilly had her first seeing walk this week and it was amazing to
see our little girl, that once tip toed everywhere, run and
bounce round utterly delighted with her little self! Tilly is so
grateful for her new life and sends lots of love to each and
every one of you who helped to make this possible.”

We would love to hear from you! Do you have an interesting animal story that you
would like to share in the newsletter? Did you re-home a rescued dog? If so, we
would like you to share your story with us and have it featured in the newsletter.
Please send an email with your story and photographs if possible to
ark@caribsurf.com
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Happy Tails! ~ Poppy’s Story
When we bought our holiday home here in Barbados a few years ago, there were several stray dogs in
the neighbourhood and one in particular that we took pity on. She was so timid and often frightened by
the other dogs that we began giving her dog biscuits and our meat scraps. After overcoming her initial
nervousness of us, one day in January 2009 she brought over a tiny pup which she dropped at the feet of
my husband Peter. We became increasingly fond of these two and, after establishing no one owned
them, we fed them whenever we were on the island.
On one visit we arrived to discover with horror that both dogs had been poisoned. Thankfully the pup had
survived through some quick intervention by a neighbour but sadly her mum had died. From that point
onwards, whenever we were on the island, the pup, who we named Poppy, would follow me like my
shadow. She seemed to have some sort of radar and knew exactly when we’d be here and would be
waiting for us. Poppy would go with me when I took my kayak out on the ocean and in the evenings she
would lie on my lap watching TV. She loved car rides and would jump in the car as soon as the door was
opened. It was heartbreaking each time our holiday came to an end and we had to leave - the look on
her face as we drove off to the airport said it all.
One day we decided we couldn’t
leave her behind anymore and, after a
lengthy process of getting her microchipped, inoculated and a mountain of
paperwork, she flew to England with us
in time for Christmas 2011. When we
landed at Gatwick it must have been
quite a shock for her; the temperature
was just above freezing but we had a
little coat for her to wear and wrapped
her up in a fleece blanket for the car
journey to her new home.
It is now a year later and we are absolutely certain that we did the right thing.
Poppy was understandably apprehenThe Three Musketeers
sive to meet our other dogs and they
Poppy (left), Casper (middle) and Bobby (right)
were very curious about her. However,
it only took a couple of weeks for her to settle in and it soon felt as if she had always been with us. My little
Cavaliers have always followed me around, now I have three little dogs on my heels – I call them my Three
Musketeers. My only problem is I now have three dogs all wanting to sit with me on the sofa in the evening
and my lap just isn’t big enough!
If anyone has ever thought about rescuing a stray dog from Barbados, my advice is – don’t think about it,
just do it! If you love the dog enough, the dog will return that love tenfold. Poppy has obviously fallen on
her paws when she came to us, she has a loving home with a ready-made dog family.

Trish

Adopting a dog is not just about giving the animal a life - you are giving it its world. Our own worlds
are vast, with numerous options and opportunities, but for these animals what you are able to
give them, a new home, is their whole world, and that is an amazing gift to be able to give.
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Sponsor a Spare Change Tin
The Ark is gradually replacing our existing spare
change collection boxes with newer, more
robust tins. Collection boxes are located at various outlets around the island and are a valuable
source of funds for us. However, each new tin
costs $60 to produce and so we are looking for
sponsorship to cover this cost. Please would you
consider sponsoring a tin? It could be sponsored
in the name of your business if you have one, or
perhaps in memory of a dog that is or was special
to you. Each tin will state its sponsor and we can
include a company logo if you have one.
Please contact arkanimalwelfare@gmail.com if
you are interested in sponsoring a tin or having
one located at your business ….. it is a gift that
keeps on giving.
If you have already sponsored a tin, we’re
running a little behind with production but should
have them early next year.

The ARK Fundraising Calendar 2013
We printed 250 calendars and are delighted to
say they all sold very quickly. We’re sorry if you
were disappointed and didn’t manage to get
one this year. Hopefully we will be able to do
another one for 2014 so watch this space and
please remember to send us photographs of your
adopted pets in good time.

ARK T-shirts
Look out for our lovely new t-shirts in styles to
suit men and women, boys and girls at $25
each as well as sleeveless Polo shirts at $40 available at the monthly book sales or at
the Shelter. All profits will contribute towards
our overall running costs.
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Grateful Thanks
~ Grateful thanks to the families of Amie Worme,
Basil Atkinson and Carlisle Skeete for their thoughtfulness in making The Ark the recipient of their
memorials.
~ Stewart Gill and Alex Cole of Lion Castle Polo Club
for allowing us the use of their facility for The Christmas Market.
~ Everyone who helped at The Ark Christmas Market
and particularly Gary Mendes for his donation of
ice, Jennie, Paul, Sue Barker and Lalu for their help
at the very busy Bar and the dog handlers, Danny
Cumberbatch, Josie Yates, Jan Downie, Ni Chen,
Fraser Young, Mandy Atwell and Lalu Hanuman who
took great care of their charges.
~ Limegrove Cinemas for their continued screening
of a free advertisement supporting The Ark.
~ Tessa King-Inniss for her work over the years in
making the newsletter look so attractive.
~ Charles Cox of Office Solutions and Systems who
always goes out of his way to deliver!
~ Dorin Boyce and Woodbourne Kennels for continuing to help with kennelling dogs who are in dire
need when we have no space.
~ Dianne Bell, dedicated Ark volunteer at kennels
who transported and walked our furry residents
~ Muncharoonies for giving 20% of their sales to
The Ark. Their homemade dog and cat treats can
be ordered at: chrissie@caribsurf.com or tel: 271
1324 / 833 7524.
~ And finally all our volunteers without whom The
Ark could not operate.

ARK Christmas Market

The Ark Christmas Market was bigger and better than ever with more people attending and more stalls to
shop at. We had a fantastic day, the weather was good, the shopping was fun, the teas were delicious
(all thanks to The Tea Ladies!), some of our dogs for adoption paid a visit and the dog agility display
showed what can be achieved with patience and training.
.
We would like to extend our gratitude to Lion Castle Polo Club and all the stall-holders, volunteers and
visitors who came along and ensured it was a very enjoyable afternoon. Of course the object of the day
was to raise funds to help with the care and re-homing of our precious dogs, so thank you to everyone for
your generosity. The photos below will give you a flavour of the day.
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‘BARBADOS VOTES FOR
ANIMAL RIGHTS’
The animal control situation in Barbados has
reached a desperate level. Dogs and cats
roam the streets and fill the shelters and the
pound as a result of various factors including
over-breeding, neglect, abuse, and lack of
education of owners.
Legislation is in place to protect these animals
from unsuitable owners and environments but
needs updating and the enforcement of
animal right laws seems to have taken the
back seat.
PLEASE SIGN THE PETITION ON THE FOLLOWING WEBSITE:
www.thepetitionsite.com/387/433/232/barba
dos-votes-for-animal-rights/

On A Lighter Note..

Why not try this inexpensive recipe and give your dog a
healthy treat this holiday season?
Dog Treats Recipe
2 cups flour (can be 1 cup white + 1 cup whole
wheat)
1 cup cornmeal
1/4 cup wheat germ or oats (oats are cheaper!)
1 tsp. curry powder
2 beef, chicken or garlic cubes (crushed in 1 cup
boiling water)
1 tbsp. oil
1 egg, beaten
1. Mix dry ingredients in a bowl; add wet
ingredients then the egg.
2. Knead well together.
3. Roll out about 1/4 " thick and cut with cookie
cutter.
4. Use leftovers with a bit of "new" dough.
5. Place on ungreased baking trays and bake at
275F (gas mark 1) for 2 hours.
6. Turn off oven and leave in overnight.
freeze.
Makes approx. 60 ‘bones’.
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Can

Shelter Donations

Welcome New Members!

Needed: Electric Radio; Fencing materials; EDWARDS, Elizabeth
FELL, Christine
Paving slabs for a covered play area

PIMENTEL, Bridgett

Always Welcome: PetCor; Tac-Tic; bags of Dog
Chow for donation to needy families who can WILKINSON, Anne (LIFE)
no longer afford to feed their pets.

Spay and Neuter Programme

ELIAS, Riley
LOWRY, Jean
RUSSIAN, Corina

Monthly Book Sale

Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each month at
the Big B Super Centre in Rendezvous. It takes place from 9am –
The Ark has spayed/neutered 16 dogs/pups and 5pm. If you are looking for good books at great prices, come
3 cats/kittens between 1st Sep. and 31st Oct. along and check it out. We occasionally have book sales at War2012 bringing our total for the year so far to 58 rens and will let you know about those as they happen.
dogs/pups and 26 cats/kittens. (Figures given in
September’s newsletter should have said for the If you have books in good condition that you would like to
period 1st June to 31st Aug. and not 1st Aug. as donate, please contact: Sandie 428-4266, Liz Cole 438-6898 or
stated.)
Jo 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a message)
The Ark is channeling most of our spay/neuter Sale Dates
requests to The RSPCA (Tel: 426 3077) and we Tues. 8th Jan. 2013
thank them for all the procedures they do for us. Tues. 5th Mar. 2013
If you are interested in having your dog or cat
spayed or neutered, please call us at 435 4108 or
contact the RSPCA directly.

Tues. 5th Feb. 2013
Tues. 2nd Apr. 2013

This Christmas, what about SPONSORING A DOG?

If you need help with transporting your animal, If you, or someone you know, would like to help a dog in our care
contact Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on Tel: but cannot offer it a home, why not consider sponsorship? We
243 0420.
have a few dogs who are hard to re-home and they would love to
have a relationship with someone who has a particular interest in
Remember that cats and dogs cannot read and them.
write but they sure can multiply.
If you are interested in Sponsorship, please contact
Dominique on 271 8931.

Adoption Programme

We are delighted that 37 dogs/pups and 2 cats
have found new loving homes between 1st Sep
and 30th Nov. 2012. This brings our total for the
year so far to 121 dogs/pups and 9 cats/kittens.
If you are interested in having a cat or dog join
your family please contact us at 435-4108 or you
can also email us at ark@caribsurf.com.
Some of the dogs in our care looking for homes
can be seen on our website:
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com
or our Facebook page: Ark-Animal-WelfareSociety-of-Barbados
All animals re-homed as part of this program
cannot be kept in kennels or chained for long
periods of time, as this is against the law. We
require that all properties are fully enclosed to
provide a safe environment for the animal; while
also ensuring they do not become a nuisance in
the area.

Thank you to the following people for their sponsorship:
~ Julie Edgehill-Seale for sponsoring Harry and Obi
~ Star Reach Villas (Gill Croney) for yearly sponsorship of dogs
~ Nick Ferris for his sponsorship.
The ARK telephone number is 435-4108. Please
remember that our phone lines are not manned 24
hours a day so in animal emergencies please contact your local vet.
If you use Facebook keep up to date on our activities at:
Ark Animal Welfare Society Barbados.
Lost/Found: THE DOG FOUND BARBADOS is a group on Facebook
where you can post information lost and found animal
Pet Patrol
The Sanitation Service Authority will remove dead animals
struck in vehicular accidents or pets who have died at home.
The public HOTLINE for reports is 426-4625.
Turtle Hotline
If turtle tracks or activity are seen, please call the TURTLE HOTLINE
at 230-0142 to make a report.
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The ARK
Animal Welfare Society
Member Society WSPA
Registered Charity No. 428
P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church, Barbados
Tel: (246) 435-4108, email: ark@caribsurf.com
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

Merry Christmas!

Change of address? Please don't forget to let us
know if you change your postal or email address.

Happy New Year!
Mission Statement

To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

Executive Committee President: Mr. Bob Parravicino

429-0347
Vice President: Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
438-6898/232-9706
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
428-1803
Honorary Treasurer: Mrs. Jennifer Pequeneza 435-6460

Committee Members

Mrs. Mandy Atwell
Miss Dominique Maraj
Mr. Stuart Martin
Mrs. Michele Morland
Miss Debra Nascimento
Ms. Isolde Pottkamper

Ex-Officio Members Mrs. Sandie Martin (Books)

Mrs. Tessa King-Inniss (Newsletter - Layout)

271-8931
428-4266
419-0297
420-2310
428-4266
234-2457

