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Merry Christmas!
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A Letter from the President
Dear Members and Friends,

Where has the year gone?  It only seems like yesterday that I was writing my Christmas message of 2013 
and yet here we are, already nearing the end of 2014.  

This paper copy of our newsletter is sent to you as The Ark’s Christmas gift to you.  It is something we do 
every year as a gesture of our appreciation for your continued support.  The rest of the year we encour-
age members to receive our newsletters via email as this helps to keep our costs down – so please 
remember to keep us informed of any changes to your addresses – both email and ‘snail’ mail.

Christmas is a time when we reflect and give thanks for all that we have been able to achieve over the 
year and I would like to start by saying thank you for your response to my message in September’s news-
letter.  Many of you did step up and do a little bit extra for which we, and the animals, are very grateful.  
The economy is still in the doldrums and we cannot let up on our efforts, so please continue to look 
around and assist wherever you can especially helping those who cannot afford or don’t have transport 
like housekeepers, gardeners etc.  Above all, we ask that you remain advocates for good animal care 
and for the benefits of spay/neuter.  If each one of us can pledge to persuade one person to get their 
pet ‘fixed’ in the coming year it will be a positive step towards reducing the number of homeless pets in 
Barbados.

Volunteers remain the life-blood of The Ark.  We would not be able to operate without them and I am 
keen to take this opportunity to extend my thanks to each and every one.  Volunteers are involved in 
every part of what we do from spending time  with the animals at the Shelter, transporting them to the 
vet, doing home checks, working in the community, fostering, fundraising,  and ‘back-room’ admin to 
name but a few.  The list is endless and we are always looking for more people to help.  If you have some 
spare time, no matter how much or how little, please get in touch and see if there is some way you can 
help.

When I take a step back and think about all that The Ark has achieved over the past year, I think about 
all the animals who have passed through our doors and I cannot help but smile.  It is a good feeling to 
know that through all our efforts, we have changed the lives of so many animals for the better.  Thank 
you.

It just remains for me to wish you a very Happy Christmas with your family and friends and health and hap-
piness in the coming year.  And please don’t forget the pledge!

 

Sincerely,
 Bob Parravicino

President

Give an Ark gift this Christmas
 

Are you looking for a special gift for a special someone?  Why not give them an Ark Membership 
subscription for 2015.  Not only will they receive our newsletters, but through your gift, they’ll also 

be helping the animals in our care as we rely on the regular income from our membership fees to 
keep the Shelter running.   Please pop a cheque in the post to us at the address on the back of 

this newsletter with the name/address/email of the person you are giving the gift to.
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Proceedings of the 16th Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given of the 16th Annual General Meeting of The Ark Animal Welfare Society. 
All paid up members are invited to attend.

Date:         Wednesday 28th January, 2015
Time:         3:00 p.m. (prompt start please)
Place:       Barbados Yacht Club, Bay Street, St. Michael
Chair:        Mr Stuart Martin

Agenda:   1) Apologies for absence
                  2) Confirmation of the Minutes of the 15th A.G.M. 
                       held on Thursday, 23rd January, 2014
                  3) Report for the year 2014 and future plans
                  4) Consideration and approval of the Audited 
                      Accounts of 2013/2014
                  5) Appointment of Auditors for 2014/2015
                  6) Election of Executive Officers of the Society
                  7) Election of Committee Members of the Society
                  8) General Business

Johanna Gamblin
Honorary Secretary

~ Copies of the Audited Accounts for 2013/2014 will be available at the A.G.M. or can be
    obtained beforehand by contacting The Ark (435-4108) or the Secretary (428-1803).

~ Copies of the Minutes of the 15th A.G.M. will be available at the A.G.M. or can be obtained 
beforehand by contacting The Ark or the Secretary.

Reminder!  
Subscription Renewal

Everyone who received a 
blank membership form with 
this newsletter is due to renew 
for 2015.  Your membership fee 
is vital to the continuation of 
keeping The Ark afloat.  

Please renew soonest and let 
us know of any changes to 
your info, particularly your 
email address. Feel free to 
photocopy the blank form 
and encourage family and 
friends to join!

Dollar Per Head
A special thank you to Andrew Warden and 
the Atlantis Hotel for their generous donation 
collected via their “Dollar per Head” pro-
gramme.  

Every dollar donated to The Ark Animal Wel-
fare Society facilitates the rehabilitation and 
re-homing of abused and abandoned dogs 
at the Shelter.
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Looking for New Homes
As you know, we have dogs of all ages, shapes and sizes looking for good homes but this month we'd 
particularly like to let you know about some of our smaller ones.

Looking for New Homes cont'd -->

Matt
Male: neutered - very small (11 lbs)
Older Dog

Matt is in urgent need of a forever home or a foster home.  He 
was found wandering in the street with a very matted coat 
(hence his name!) but a bit of grooming revealed what a hand-
some little dog he is.  Matt is an older dog so his hearing and eye-
sight are not the best.  However, he is an extremely loving dog 
who is no trouble at all – loves his bed, loves car rides and he loves 
going for a walk.  He will make a lovely family pet.

Ollie
Male: neutered - very small
DOB: 2013 (approx.)

Ollie is beyond cute and adorable. He is very, very small with an 
endearing, sweet and gentle personality. Ollie adores attention 
and is very content to be a lap dog, having a fuss made over 
him. He was found outside a business place  – underweight, 
scared and believed to be abandoned.  Ollie is just so grateful to 
have been rescued and will make a welcome addition to any 
family home. Please do come and meet him in person to see first 
hand what a gem he is.

Spark
Male: neutered - small/medium
DOB: 2000/2001 (approx.)

Spark was a chained dog with no proper shelter. After receiving 
a plea for help from his previous owner, it was agreed that The Ark 
should look for a more suitable home for him.  He is very hand-
some, very friendly and would love a home where he can run 
around freely.  
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Sierra
Female: spayed - small
DOB: 2012 (approx.)

Sierra is an adorable and affectionate young dog with unusual 
markings – black and brindle instead of the normal black and tan. 
She is very happy to snuggle in your lap for attention and she also 
loves romping and playing with other dogs. Sierra is very inquisitive, 
alert and full of energy and will undoubtedly make an EXCELLENT 
family pet.

Ri-Ri (left)  &
Female: spayed – small
DOB: Feb. 2014 (approx)

Ri-Ri and Vienna are two very sociable, inquisitive and 
happy sisters.  They were found running wild close to Cen-
tral Veterinary Clinic who caught them and contacted us.  
It would be great if they could be re-homed together as 
they are such good friends.  However, if adopted sepa-
rately, they would do best in a home with another dog for 
company. They are good with other dogs and would make 
a lively addition to any home

Looking for New Homes (cont’d)

 

 

The Ark always has dogs and cats looking to start the next chapter of their 
life with a loving family. If you would like to give a home to any of our 
animals, please call us at 435-4108 or email at ark@caribsurf.com and find 
out how we can help you make your home ready for a new pet.   

Missy
Female: spayed - medium
DOB: 2011 (approx.)

You will fall in love with Missy as soon as you meet her – she is extremely 
loving, friendly and very well mannered.  She walks well on a lead, gets on 
well with other dogs and ADORES human contact.  A perfect family pet.

If you would like to visit our kennels at Sugarland Farm in St George, please call us to make arrangements.

Vienna (right)
Female: spayed – small 
DOB: Feb. 2014 (approx)
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Happy Tails! ~ Tyche
Tyche was in a bad way when she came to my attention and, as is often the case, it took the kindness and 
generosity of many people from very different walks of life to get her to where she is today.  

Having received a call about a dog involved in a hit and run car accident, Ark volunteer Simone Bland 
Mottley collected Tyche and took her to The Veterinary Clinic. The vet’s assessment was that she was an 
older dog, extremely underweight, she had a broken wrist and gashes from the accident.  In addition, and 
of most concern, was the fact her hind legs/hips could not support her to stand or walk.  Following a few 
days treatment, and no real improvement in Tyche’s condition, the vets were suggesting that euthanasia 
might be the best option.

Ark volunteer, Dominique Maraj and I talked things over with the vets and the decision was made to give 
Tyche a little more time.  We wanted to give her the same chance of life that we would give one of our 
own dogs.  So further tests and x-rays were done to determine if there was any detectable permanent 
injury but the results were inconclusive.  She stayed at The Veterinary Clinic for a further week with some 
signs of improvement but, still unable to stand or walk, her future remained in the balance.

At the vet – her back legs unable to 
support her

The vets thought that water therapy might help and so an 
appeal went out for the use of a pool.  Cyndie Gallagher 
kindly offered her pool and so Simone embarked on 5 days of 
water therapy with Tyche.  At first Tyche was very nervous of 
the water but, supported by Simone and a water aerobics 
noodle, she gradually got used to the sensation and started to 
swim.  One morning when Simone arrived to take Tyche for 
her therapy she was amazed to find her standing. Joy of joys, 
at last there was hope! 

Two weeks after the accident, and still weak and unstable on 
her feet, we needed to find Tyche a foster home with some-
one who could give her a high level of care and attention 
and this is where I came into the picture.  I was on vacation at 
the time so I offered to take her to my home, for a while at 
least. I had no idea what I was getting myself into and every-
thing depended on the interaction between Tyche and my 
own five dogs who were all much smaller. 

I was apprehensive when I went to collect Tyche to bring her 
home. She was still very underweight at just about 25lbs and 
had to be lifted into and out of the car.  She even had diffi-
culty maintaining her balance on the car seat during the drive 
home.  I could only think that this was going to be a long road 
to travel.

To my relief she fitted beautifully with my other dogs and 
everyone was comfortable with our visitor.  We established a 
4 times per day feeding routine and Tyche spent most her 
time just resting interspersed with the occasional struggle to 
get to her feet followed by a very wobbly walk to the garden 
to go to the bathroom.

Tyche having her pool therapy
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As each day passed I could see small improvements in Tyche’s 
health and walking.  Unfortunately this was to be short lived as out 
of the blue she took a turn for the worse.  After all the optimism my 
spirits came crashing down.  

For no apparent reason she could no longer get up or walk and 
had also developed very bad diarrhoea. The large open leg 
wound with exposed bone adjacent to her broken wrist also 
appeared to be infected.  After a couple visits to the vet she was 
readmitted for observation.  I was crushed and wondered if we 
would now lose her after coming so far.  We all had our fingers 
tightly crossed and a few days later we were told that she had 
improved enough to return home with the appropriate medica-
tion. 
 

Yumi giving Tyche her Reiki massage

Debra Nascimento

We would love to hear from you! 

Do you have an interesting animal 
story that you would like to share in 
the newsletter?  Did you re-home a 
rescued dog?  If so, we would like 
you to share your story with us and 
have it featured in the newsletter. 
Please send an email with your story 
and photographs if possible to 
ark@caribsurf.com

 

 

Tyche says ‘thank you’ to everyone who 
helped with her recovery

While I was preoccupied at home with Tyche, The Ark 
received a message from a lady named Yumi Kurosawa, 
a professional Reiki Therapist, who was on holiday in 
Barbados and offered to volunteer some of her time.  We 
told her about Tyche and Yumi thought Reiki massage 
might help.  We had no idea how Tyche would respond 
but certainly thought it was worth trying.  Transportation 
back and forth to accommodate her therapy gobbled up 
even more of my time but I was committed to giving Tyche 
the best chance possible. As it turned out, Tyche loved her 
sessions with Yumi and over the following few weeks her 
progress was noticeable.  We were indeed fortunate that 
Yumi appeared at just the right time.

Tyche came to my home on the 21st July 2014 and now, 
just a few months later, she is part of the family.  Her weight 
is a healthy 40lbs, her injuries have healed  and she enjoys 
running, jumping and begging for cuddles. She has 
decided that whatever the others can do, she can also 
do.  This was not meant to happen .... but I have now 
adopted Tyche. How could I not?  Through sheer determi-
nation and perseverance Tyche has triumphed against 
the odds.  We have come so far together that I decided 
Tyche should stay where she found the health and 
strength to be happy. I could not have asked for a more 
loving, amiable and appreciative soul to join the family. 
Tyche is living testimony of all that the Ark represents and 
to the generosity and skills of the people that helped her 
along the way.

 

Ark Volunteer



7

   Grateful Thanks
As the year comes to a close, we give extra thanks to all of you.  Because of you, hundreds of Barbados’ 
cats and dogs, kittens and puppies were helped.  Without you, their stories would be much different.  Here 
are a few who benefited from your generosity:

  

Blossom (above-1) has had a home at our Shelter for 3 years and will continue to have one until that spe-
cial person who we know is out there comes along to take her home.

Your donations provided the medical care Beth  (above-2) needed for her broken back leg - the result of 
a hit and run car accident.  She is receiving excellent care at our Shelter while she waits for her forever 
home. 

Through our spay/neuter programme, dogs like Emma (above-3) will not now add to the population of 
homeless dogs in Barbados who often live with hunger, disease and fear.

Through our feeding programme, the 5 dogs (above-4) in this photo  are able to stay with their family who, 
in these difficult economic times, would otherwise have to give them up.

We would also like to extend our thanks to:  

~ Marcia Leeder, a professional photographer visiting from Canada, who took some lovely 
photos of the dogs and donated lots of toys and collars collected by her friends at home.

~ Lisa Kadirullah for visiting the shelter and making a monetary donation.

~ Family and friends of Stan Johnston for their donations in his memory.

~ Family and friends of Mary Martin for their donations in her memory.

~ Do it Best for their donation of 15 locks & discount on another 15 locks for our new spare change boxes.
 
~ Carla Juch for being a constant foster parent since March and for always being willing to help with trans-
port.

~ Joyce Husbands, a visitor from England, for her generous financial donations over the past few years.

~ Munchy Muncharoonies who donate a percentage of all sales to The Ark.  Their home made dog and 
cat treats can be ordered at: scallus@hotmail.com or call Sue Callus on:  428-5112 / 239-0079.

 

And finally, to all our volunteers without whom The Ark could not operate.
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The  ARK  Independence Market 2014
Our much anticipated Market was held this year on November 29th, the eve of Barbados’ Independence 
Day.  We were happy to include some new vendors with our regulars and were able to offer some interest-
ing stalls to our patrons.  Included was a tent of Balinese art and clothing and one of craft from Kenya, as 
well as many local craftsmen displaying everything from jewellery, clothing, and locally produced condi-
ments, leather and wood crafts, soaps and bath products.

Olivia Wilkie set up her Party Box providing a children’s play area, complete with many Disney characters 
to entertain the children and the ever popular jumping tent.   Many thanks to her for doing this for us.   
Santa’s Grotto was in operation again this year for Santa photos and we thank Ross and Fiona Parker and 
their crew for organizing this.

There was wonderful parade of our dogs for adoption wearing their turquoise bandanas.  The dogs were 
on their best behaviour and interacted well with the crowd at hand, particularly with the children. The Dog 
Training Club put on an impressive show of dog agility to the delight of the audience many of whom 
attend this event for the specific purpose of watching this display.  Thanks to Mrs. Jean Ray and her crew 
for providing this entertainment.

The party continued well after Market hours thanks to the lively music provided by our DJ Larry Kinch who 
kept party minded patrons and Ark helpers on their feet!  The Ark is very appreciative of the time he gives 
to ensure that the party goes on and the bar is well supported!  Thanks Larry.  Thanks once more to Gary 
Mendes who always makes sure we have a good supply of ice.

Many, many thanks to all our volunteers who helped make this another successful event for our cause.   
Without you, we would be unable to host events of this calibre to raise the funds necessary to continue our 
work with the rescue of dogs.

 

 

Photos by Andre Williams

(clockwise)
- With Santa 
- ARK Vlunteers 
& dogs
- Agitly demon-
stration
- Diva & Petra
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Christmas Animal Quiz
1. What was the name of Dorothy’s dog in Wizard of 
Oz? 
2. Chernuska was sent into space on what number 
Sputnick? 
3. Whose Dog was called Dogmatix? 
4. Which actor called his dog Indiana and his son 
Indy in a film? 
5. In which vampire film do you meet a husky called 
Nanook? 
6. Who had a cat called Mr Bigglesworth? 
7. What was the name of the cat at the centre of a 
search in Men in Black? 
8. Choo Choo & Benny are from which cartoon? 
9. What is the name of Wallace’s dog?  
10. Which size of poodle comes between a standard 
and toy? 
11. What is another name for a mountain lion? 
12. Who wrote the music for ‘Cats’? 
13. How many canine teeth does a human have? 
14. Which breed of dog was kept by monks in the 
Alps to find lost travellers? 
15. What was the name of the cat in the Alien films? 
16. What is unusual about a Manx cat? 
17. Which is the largest of the great cats? 
18. Which detective features in the story Hound of the 
Baskervilles? 
19. Who sang about, Mad dogs and Englishmen 
going out in the midday sun?
20. How many teeth do normal adult dogs have?
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New Spare Change Tins
We are gradually replacing our old tins with these very 
attractive and eye-catching boxes.  Thank you Donna 
Wiltshire, Ark Committee Member, for the time and 
care you have taken making them.

Each collection box has been sponsored and will be 
located in shops/ businesses around Barbados so do 
keep an eye open for them ... and don’t forget to put 
the odd bit of spare change in!

If you would like to sponsor a box or have one located 
in your business, please contact ark@caribsurf.com.  
Sponsorship can be done in your name, the name of 
your business or the name of a loved pet and costs 
$60.   They are a valuable source of funds for The Ark 
and really are a gift that keeps on giving.
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Welcome New Members!
DICK, Colin
GREENIDGE, Judy
HOYOS, Macrae
HOYOS, Caia
INCE, Joseph Cecil (LIFE)
JONES, Melanie
KEYSERS, Sven (LIFE)
LARSSON, The Family (LIFE)
MULLIN-ROCK, Sherese 

Tues. 6th Jan. 2015
Tues. 3rd Mar. 2015

Sale Dates
Tues. 3rd Feb. 2015
Tues. 7th Apr. 2015

 

 

Pet Patrol
The Sanitation Service Authority will remove dead animals 
struck in vehicular accidents or pets who have died at home. 
The public HOTLINE for reports is 426-4625.
Turtle Hotline  
If turtle tracks or activity are seen, please call the TURTLE HOTLINE 
at 230-0142 to make a report.

If you use Facebook keep up to date on our activities at: 
                 Ark Animal Welfare Society Barbados.

Lost/Found: Lost and Found Pets Barbados is a Facebook group
where you can post information about lost & found animals.

 

Spay and Neuter Programme
The Ark has spayed/neutered 36 dogs/pups 
and 10 cats/kittens between 1st July and  31st 
October 2014 bringing our totals for the year so 
far to 83 dogs/pups and 31 cats/kittens. 
 
The Ark is channeling most of our spay/neuter 
requests to The RSPCA (Tel: 426-3077) and we 
thank them for all the procedures they do for 
us. If you are interested in having your dog or 
cat spayed or neutered, please call us at 435-
4108 or contact the RSPCA directly.

If you need help with transporting your animal, 
contact Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on Tel: 
243-0420.

Remember that cats and dogs cannot read 
and write but they sure can multiply.

Adoption Programme
We are delighted that 44 dogs and 2 cats have 
found new loving homes between 1st August 
and 30th November 2014 bringing our totals for 
the year so far to 123 dogs and 11 cats.

If you are interested in having a cat or dog join 
your family please contact us at 435-4108 or 
you can email us at ark@caribsurf.com.  

Some of the dogs in our care looking for homes 
can be seen on our website:
   www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com 

or our Facebook page:  
   Ark Animal Welfare Society of Barbados

All animals re-homed as part of this program 
cannot be kept in kennels or chained for long 
periods of time, as this is against the law.

We require that all properties are fully enclosed 
to provide a safe environment for the animal; 
while also ensuring they do not become a 
nuisance in the area.

Shelter Donations
Always Welcome: PetCor; Tac-Tic; bags of Dog Chow for dona-
tion to needy families who are finding it difficult to feed their pets.

Monthly Book Sale
Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each month 
at the Big B Super Centre in Rendezvous.  It takes place from 9am 
– 5pm.  If you are looking for good books at great prices, come 
along and check it out.  

If you have books in good condition that you would like to 
donate, please contact: Sandie 428-4266, Liz Cole 438-6898 or
Jo 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a message)

.

The ARK telephone number is 435-4108. Please 
remember that our phone lines are not manned 24 
hours a day so in animal emergencies please con-
tact your local vet.

This Christmas, What About Sponsoring a Dog?
If you, or someone you know, would like to help a dog in our care 
but cannot offer it a home, why not consider sponsorship?  We 
have a few dogs who are hard to re-home and they would love to 
have a relationship with someone who has a particular interest in 
them. If you are interested in Sponsorship, please contact Domi-
nique on 271-8931.

Thank you to our on-going sponsors and to the following new spon-
sors:

Judi Binter & Uelli Zahler:  Sierra
Cassie Preece:  Casper
Steve Rowse:  Frankie
Brenda Phillips:  Cody

 

 



The ARK
Animal Welfare Society

Member Society WSPA
Registered Charity No. 428

P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church, Barbados
Tel: (246) 435-4108, email: ark@caribsurf.com
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

Executive Committee

Committee Members

Ex-Officio Members

President: Mr. Bob Parravicino 
Vice President: Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
Treasurer: Mrs. Jennifer Pequeneza

Miss Dominique Maraj 
Mr. Stuart Martin  
Miss Debra Nascimento
Ms. Isolde Pottkamper
Mrs Donna Wiltshire

Mrs. Sandie Martin (Books)
Mrs. T. King-Inniss (Newsletter - Layout)
Mrs. Michele Morland (Newsletter – Editor)

429-0347
438-6898/232-9706
428-1803
435-6460

271-8931
428-4266
      -
420-2310
228-2233

428-4266 
      - 
      - 

To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

Mission Statement

Change of address?  Please don't forget to let us 
know if you change your postal or email address.

 

 

 

Merry Christmas!

Happy New Year!


