2013: May Issue
Contents
Page 1
Page 2
Page 3
Page 4
Page 5

- Vice-President's Letter; Happy Tail - Zorro
- Looking for New Homes
- World Spay Day 2013
- Remembering Obi
- Welcome to Arthur; ARK Fundraising Bingo; ARK T-shirts;
Sponsor a Spare Change Tin; Grateful Thanks
Page 6 - HELP NEEDED; New Members; Figures; Book Sale;
Useful Numbers; Donations

Vice-President's Letter
Dear Members and Friends,
Welcome to our first newsletter of 2013. We would like to
thank all of you who contributed to our success in 2012.
We beat all of our previous adoption records with 132
dogs/puppies and 9 cats/kittens finding happy new homes.
We also assisted with the spaying and neutering of 75
dogs and 34 cats during the year. This could not have been
achieved without your support, and we cannot stress how
much we appreciate the time, money and energy you give to
the Ark, all for the purpose of improving the quality of life
of animals in Barbados.

On Friday 8th March, Lorraine
Parravicino, wife of our President and friend of the animals
of Barbados, passed on.
Lorraine always frequented our
monthly book sales and was
ever ready to supply delicious
sandwiches for any Ark fundraiser.
We extend our deepest sympathy to Bob Parravicino and
family.

Our first article of 2013 is a ‘happy tail’, written from a child’s point of view. No matter how long
ago it was (!), I’m sure that you remember your furry childhood friends. Having a pet not only
gives a child and the animal companionship, but it also gives us, as adults, the opportunity to
teach younger generations to value life, to treat animals with kindness and respect, and to care
for them properly. It is our responsibility to ensure that this knowledge is passed on.
I wish you all a happy and successful 2013.
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Cole
Vice-President
Reminder! It’s the beginning of 2013 – Subscriptions are due!
Have you renewed your Ark Membership subscription yet? If not, please can we ask you to do
so as soon as possible as we depend on the regular income from membership fees to keep the
Shelter running. Please pop a cheque in the post to us at the address on the back of this newsletter.
Hi my name is Zoe,
I have adopted a dog from The Ark 3 years ago and he is the
best dog I have ever gotten. His name is Zorro. He is the most
spoiled dog in the world. I let him sleep in my bed after I jump
him and let him sleep on the couch. I have trained him to
jump about 0.95cm maximum I have been jumping him for 2
years. I got dog jumps for Christmas for him to jump. I bought
him a dog bed and my other dog took over it then my mum
got a Hint dog bed for my big dog and then Zorro took it over
so now he has the best of both worlds!!!! He loves going up to
the stable and watching the horses work. After my Christmas
party he had the left over pig and he couldn’t even finish it.
That is my dog Zorro.
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Looking for New Homes
Oreo
Snickers

Adorable Oreo and sweet Snickers
share a kiss

Female - spayed - small
Female - spayed - medium

Oreo and Snickers are two wonderful, loving and affectionate
dogs. They have come from a large family with seven children,
ranging from 2-16 years old. Oreo is an older dog who loves a
fuss, rolling over for you in the hope that she will get a tummy rub.
Snickers is a young and gentle dog, just over a year old, with a
sweet and playful personality. Ideally we would love for both
dogs to be adopted together however they can be rehomed
separately to loving homes. Both are great with other dogs and
of course children!

Jess

Male - neutered - medium

DOB: Approx 2009

Jess is a lovely dog, full of life, love and energy. He is eager to please
and loves to give you his paw! Jess enjoys his walks, though you
need a lot of energy to keep up with him. He is very alert with an
adventurous nature, and likes to investigate everything that is going
on around him. Jess is light and agile therefore it would be best if his
future home has a fully enclosed garden, with a bit of space so he
can burn off some of that excess energy. He can be re-homed as a
single dog, or with a female dog around his size or larger.

Scarlett
Adventurous and energetic Jess

Female - spayed - medium

DOB: Approx. late 2011

Scarlett is a beautiful, kind and gentle dog who will make a wonderful family pet. She enjoys her walks, and is excellent on the lead.
Scarlett loves making new friends and enjoys the company of other
dogs of either sex. Scarlett is a true inspiration to us all; she was found
terrified and severely underweight in Atlantic Shores, however after
a few weeks in the Ark she realised that we were her friends. Now
she has so much love to give, and we hope that she will find an
equally loving home as soon as possible.
The Ark always has dogs and cats looking to start the next chapter
of their life with a loving family. If you would like to give a home to
any of our animals, please call us at 435-4108 or email at
ark@caribsurf.com

Beautiful and gentle Scarlett

Our usual requirements of a secure area with shelter apply. If you
are interested, please call us and find out how we can help you
make your home ready for a new pet. If you would like to visit our
kennels at Sugarland Farm in St George, please call us to make
arrangements.
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World Spay Day 2013
In 1999, a chance meeting by Robert Smith with an Ark donation tin, located at Atlantis Submarines, resulted in The Ark
contacting Californian vets. Drs. Dorothy York and Ginny
Bischel, who came to Barbados in 2001 (overnighting on the
airport floor in New York!) In six working sessions during the
week of 2nd to 6th July of that year, 70 dogs and cats were
spayed/neutered.
In 2004, these ‘awesome’ ladies returned to Barbados and

Dorothy and Ginny, first stop, Monday 25th Feb. during 22nd to 25th March, 55 dogs and cats were “fixed”.

In late 2012, The Ark was contacted by the Animal Control Centre regarding Spay/Neuter Week Barbados.
Co-incidentally, after a gap of several years, Dorothy had been in touch with Jo, Ark Secretary. On the
chance that it was possible for Doro and Ginny to return, an email was dashed off and the response was
“delighted to help”, with numerous emails going back and forth working out details.
On Saturday 23rd February, Ginny and Doro arrived on the 11 p.m. AA flight, having left California in the
wee hours of the morning. Needless to say, Sunday 24th was a rest day – but also a get ready day as the
first appointment was early Monday with feral and semi-feral cats near St. Lawrence Gap.
During the week of Monday 25th February to Friday 1st March, in 5 working sessions, a total of 105 dogs and
cats were spayed and neutered! This amazing figure surpasses the amount of animals usually helped by
The Ark in one year! It must be noted here that at least 80% of the medication, equipment and supplies
used were brought to the island by Dorothy and Ginny at no charge.

11 cats in two and a half hours!.

This tremendous effort was the result of co-operation between
the A.C.C. (who facilitated the smooth entry of the vets. and
their supplies into Barbados), the local vet. clinics of Dr. Alan
Storey (four days) and Dr. Gus Reader (one day) - including
the help of their technicians and medical supplies, Dorin
Boyce of Woodbourne Boarding and Rescue Kennels and The
Ark who had a team of dedicated volunteers on hand each
day to ensure smooth passage of animals being done.
Names cannot be singled out for thanks (as I’m afraid to
leave someone out!) but special mention is given to Elaine
Storey for her delicious mango juice and cups of tea!
Dorothy and Ginny, we thank you for your cheerful dedication and wonderful generosity to the animals of Barbados!
Come back soon! Nine years is too long!
World Spay Day is a campaign organised by The Humane
Society of the United States and Humane Society International. It has been hosted on the last Tuesday of every February since 1995. This year World Spay Day fell on Tuesday 26
February, and was recognised for the first time here in Barbados.

Recovery!
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If your cat or dog missed out on Spay/Neuter Week 2013,
please email ark@caribsurf.com or call 428-1803.

Remembering Obi
In December 2008, The Ark re-located to Sugarland Farm, Salters, St. George and as Obi was already a
resident of the kennels, he was "adopted" by The Ark. As he was an adult pitbull, we had to be extremely
cautious about homing him and, as a result, he stayed with us until his death on Tuesday 19th March 2013
following a short illness. We did not know Obi's exact age but would like here to extend our heartfelt thanks
to the veterinarians at Central Vet. Clinic who gave their all in the final week of Obi's life.
Here are memories of Obi, given with heavy hearts from those who daily cared for him:

"It is with great sadness that I read Obi is no longer with us. His love for life was infectious. Thank you for all those memorable walks,
laughing at your need to mark everything and your huge smile as you trotted up the lane. Good bye old man you will be missed.”

~ Diane

“With a very sad and heavy heart we have had to let our wonderful and sweet boy Obi go to the Rainbow Bridge. Obi was at our
current kennels when The Ark first moved there, left behind by his owner with no family to call his own. We became his family and he
loved us to no end in return. At first glance Obi may have seemed a bit intimidating however at first walk, all fell in love with him and
begged to walk him whenever they could. A very affectionate dog who loved his humans, loved going for walks, marking his territory
here, there and everywhere. He wasn't that keen on other dogs except for Jan who loved him back. Obi fought a hard battle against tick
fever and kidney failure. Tonight the skies will light up with a brand new shining star as the heavens welcome home another angel.
Run in Peace sweet boy!!”
~ Dominique

The Ark has several long-term furry residents like Obi
who through no fault of their own, have not yet
found their forever homes. If you or someone you
know, would like to help a dog in our care but
cannot offer it a home, why not consider sponsorship? You can build a special relationship with a
dog without having to take it home.
If you are interested in Sponsorship, please contact
Dominique
on
271
8931,
email
us
at
ark@caribsurf.com or message us on Facebook for
details.
We would like to thank the following people who
are currently sponsoring dogs:

Rest in Peace Obi

Tony & Pat Fields
Pamela Isdell, in memory of Beau
Olie Zahler (via Jean King), sponsoring Rex
Kristen Richardson, sponsoring Nugget
adopted)

(now
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Sponsor a Spare Change Tin
The Ark is gradually replacing our existing spare change collection boxes with newer, more robust tins.
Collection boxes are located at various outlets around the island and are a valuable source of funds for
us. However, each new tin costs $60 to produce and so we are looking for sponsorship to cover this cost.
Please would you consider sponsoring a tin? It could be sponsored in the name of your business if you
have one, or perhaps in memory of a dog that is or was special to you.
Each tin will state its sponsor and we can include a company logo if you have one. Please contact
ark@caribsurf.com if you are interested in sponsoring a tin or having one located at your business… it is a
gift that keeps on giving.

ARK T-shirts
Look out for our lovely new t-shirts in styles to suit
men and women, boys and girls. They are $25
each or sleeveless polo shirts for $40 each, available at the monthly book sales or at the Shelter.
All profits will contribute towards our overall
running costs.

Grateful Thanks
~ Doug Hiltz, for bringing an assortment of collars and
other useful supplies whenever he visits from Nova
Scotia.
~ Kristina Adams, for kindly fostering three puppies for
two weeks.
~ Muncharoonies, who donate 20% of the proceeds
from all sales to The Ark. Their dog and cat treats can be
ordered at: chrissieblagrove@hotmail.com or tel: 4180075 / 8337524.
~ Sandra Brammel and Gloria Mendes, for their constant
support of the Ark.
~ And finally, to all our volunteers without whom The Ark
could not operate.
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ARK Fundraiser - BINGO
The Ark will be holding a bingo fundraiser at
Living Waters Hall, St David’s, Christ Church,
on Saturday June 15th. More information
will be posted on our website and facebook pages soon. We look forward to
seeing you there!

Welcome to Arthur!
2012 saw a new member of staff join the
Ark, Arthur Birkett.
Arthur is hardworking, efficient, and
friendly, always with a smile on his face.
We would like to welcome him to the
team, and thank him for his hard work
and commitment to the Ark.

Shelter Donations
Needed: Pillowcases to create pull toys for
the dogs!
Always Welcome: Towels, PetCor; Tac-Tic;
bags of Dog Chow for donation to needy
families who can no longer afford to feed
their pets.

Spay and Neuter Programme
The Ark has spayed/neutered 93 dogs/pups
and 51 cats/kittens between 1st November
and 28th February 2013.
The Ark is channeling most of our spay/neuter
requests to The RSPCA (Tel: 426-3077) and we
thank them for all the procedures they do for
us.
If you are interested in having your dog or cat
spayed or neutered, please call us at 435-4108
or contact the RSPCA directly.
If you need help with transporting your animal,
contact Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on Tel:
243-0420.

Welcome New Members!
ANDRADE, Josie
BOLAND, Monica (LIFE)
BRYAN, Deirdre
COX, Caroline
DOWNEY, Jason
ESPINET, Simone
FINGALL-ALLEYNE, Suzanna
FLODEN, Susanne
GILL, Lynda
GUTAUSKAS, Virginia
HALLIWELL, Annis & Jim
HANUMAN, Lalu

JONES, Carol
LENAHAN, Diane
PEIRCE, Gail (LIFE)
SMITH, Janice
SMITH, Laura (LIFE)
VOGELREUTHER, Michaela
WILTSHIRE, Donna

Help Needed!
We currently have a volunteer shortage on Sundays. If you are a
mature animal lover with a couple of hours to spare each Sunday
morning, please contact us on 435-4108 or you can also email us
at ark@caribsurf.com.

Monthly Book Sale
Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each month
at the Big B Super Centre in Rendezvous. It takes place from 9am
– 5pm. If you are looking for good books at great prices, come
along and check it out.

Remember that cats and dogs cannot read
and write but they sure can multiply.

If you have books in good condition that you would like to
donate, please contact: Sandie 428-4266, Liz Cole 438-6898 or
Jo 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a message)

Adoption Programme

Sale Dates

We are delighted that 37 dogs and 2 cats have
found new loving homes between 1st Decem.
ber and 28th February 2013.
If you are interested in having a cat or dog join
your family please contact us at 435-4108 or
you can also email us at ark@caribsurf.com.
Some of the dogs in our care looking for homes
can be seen on our website:
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com
or our Facebook page: Ark-Animal-WelfareSociety-of-Barbados
All animals re-homed as part of this program
cannot be kept in kennels or chained for long
periods of time, as this is against the law. We
require that all properties are fully enclosed to
provide a safe environment for the animal;
while also ensuring they do not become a
nuisance in the area.

Tues. 7th May 2013
Tues. 2nd July 2013

Tues. 4th June 2013
Tues. 6th Aug. 2013

The ARK telephone number is 435-4108. Please
remember that our phone lines are not manned 24
hours a day so in animal emergencies please contact your local vet.
If you use Facebook keep up to date on our activities at:
Ark Animal Welfare Society Barbados.
Lost/Found: THE DOG FOUND BARBADOS is a group on Facebook
where you can post information lost and found animal
Pet Patrol
The Sanitation Service Authority will remove dead animals
struck in vehicular accidents or pets who have died at home.
The public HOTLINE for reports is 426-4625.
Turtle Hotline
If turtle tracks or activity are seen, please call the TURTLE HOTLINE
at 230-0142 to make a report.
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The ARK
Animal Welfare Society
Member Society WSPA
Registered Charity No. 428
P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church, Barbados
Tel: (246) 435-4108, email: ark@caribsurf.com
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

Change of address? Please don't forget to let us
know if you change your postal or email address.

Mission Statement

To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

Executive Committee President: Mr. Bob Parravicino

429-0347
Vice President: Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
438-6898/232-9706
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
428-1803
Honorary Treasurer: Mrs. Jennifer Pequeneza 435-6460

Committee Members

Mrs. Mandy Atwell
Miss Dominique Maraj
Mr. Stuart Martin
Mrs Josie Andrade
Miss Debra Nascimento
Ms. Isolde Pottkamper

Ex-Officio Members Mrs. Sandie Martin (Books)

Mrs. T. King-Inniss (Newsletter - Layout)

271-8931
428-4266
264-4547
420-2310
428-4266
-

