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PRESIDENTS LETTER
Dear Ark Members,
Welcome to our first newsletter of 2016 and to our new-look newsletter – we
hope you like it.
At the 2015 AGM the following Executive Officers were Bob Parravicino – President,
Elizabeth Cole – Vice President, Jennifer Pequeneza – Treasurer, Jo Gamblin –
Secretary, with Stuart Martin, Debra Nascimento, Dominique Maraj, Isolde
Potkamper and Donna Murray-Wiltshire – Committee Members.
Together this Committee has successfully spearheaded fundraising and
supervised the management and housekeeping of the kennels.
Debra Nascimento has since resigned and we would like to thank her for all the hard work she has
put in on behalf of our shelter.
ADOPTIONS/SPAY AND NEUTER PROGRAMME – We are happy to report that in 2015, 106 dogs and 55 cats
were spayed/neutered. We have to thank K9 Friends of Barbados for their part in financing our spaying of
female dogs through approved vets, and also RSPCA for continuing to provide us with 3 free spay/neuter
operations each month. During 2015, 127 dogs and 11 cats found their forever homes. Dominique has
dedicated a lot of time to organising these two aspects of our operations and we’d like to thank her for the
great job done.
K9 FRIENDS OF BARBADOS – Perhaps I should take this opportunity to let you know that during the latter part
of 2015, K9 Friends of Barbados, (patron Simon Cowell) has been extremely supportive of our organisation and
in addition to helping with spaying, has supplied us with 6 months’ worth of chow. In addition we are currently
in talks with them with a view to setting up a spay/neuter clinic in the container at the shelter. This would
facilitate our dogs at the kennels and negate the necessity of having to organise transport to outside clinics.
You will be kept abreast of this situation as it develops.
NEWSLETTERS – Michele Morland continues to support The Ark
from her home in Brussels by editing our newsletters. We thank
her for her dedication and we were pleased to welcome her to
Barbados in November when she helped us with our yard sale.
Tessa King-Inniss has for the past 10 years been in charge of the
production of the newsletters but unfortunately due to her heavy
workload she can no longer continue after 10 years of service.
Thank you Tessa, you will be missed. We would like to thank Annie
Gage who stepped in to Tessa’s shoes with the design and
production of this new-look newsletter.
FUNDRAISING – Our monthly book sales continue to be popular and
provide the ‘bread and butter’ of our operating funds. Thank you to
all of our volunteers who work faithfully every month particularly
Jan Downie, Jenny Wilton, Liz Cole, Sandy Martin and Jo Gamblin
who transport car loads of books to the sale and back again, and
Shernelle who spends her day off work helping us. Also grateful
thanks to Jo Gamblin and Liz Cole who store all of the books.
FLEA MARKETS – This year we had 3 yard sales at the home of Mrs.
Elizabeth Senior in Strathclyde – February, June and November.
These sales have grown from strength to strength and are now a
major contributor to the funding of The Ark’s operations. Thanks to
Liz Senior for being such a willing hostess. We plan on doing 2 more
this year.

President’s Letter cont’d.
ARTSPLASH – From May 2015 we were offered five shelves at ArtSplash located at Hastings Main Road, and our
mini book sale has so far taken in $1,400.00.
CALENDARS – Last year there were 600 2016 calendars printed and we’re happy to report that they were all
sold. Congratulations to the production team – Jo Gamblin, Jennifer Pequeneza and Dominique Maraj.
Special mention must be made of Annie Gage who spent many hours putting it all together.
COLLECTION BOXES – There are now 26 collection boxes placed in various locations on both the south and west
coasts. They are very attractive and are most effective in collecting spare change as well as donations. We are
hoping to have some more available in the near future. Thank you Donna for undertaking this project.
In conclusion, I would like to say that The Ark has made steady progress in achieving our goals and we are
confident that we have made an impact on the lives of many unfortunate animals of Barbados. We hope that
this trend can continue in 2016.
Sincerely,

Bob Parravicino
President

5k Run in aid of The Ark
Over 290 brave souls ran and walked in aid of The Ark at The Villages at Coverley’s annual 5k Run. This is
always a very well attended event and 2016 was no different except perhaps for the presence of a few 4 legged
participants! Three Ark adopted dogs ran or walked the 5k, Tori, Mayzee and Kirby, so well done to them. A
further highlight was seeing some of our Ark dogs who now live at The Villages – Sally, India, Sam, Meg and
Hank – it was lovely to see how well they’re all doing.
The Villages have donated some of the event t-shirts to us which are available for a small donation; they’re
good quality and have The Ark logo on the back. Please email us if you would like one.
Thank you to all who took part, whether you were running, walking,
volunteering or cheering the runners on. We would also like to say a big
thank you to The Villages at Coverley for nominating The Ark as their
beneficiary charity. We are delighted to have received $4,200 which will
be a valuable contribution towards the running of our shelter. Thank you.

Hank finds an easier way to participate!
Mayzee, Tori, Kirby, Paws and their ‘people’
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LOOKING FOR NEW HOMES
Pebble
Male
| Size: Medium | DOB: January 2015 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Pebble has always been an outside dog, chained 24/7. His owner
recently left Barbados leaving him in the care of a relative who wants
to re-home him. Pebble is in good health but has a solitary and lonely
life, craving love and attention. He is a bouncy character so, if he’s
adopted into a family, older children are preferable. We feel that
with a strong attitude and training, his rambunctious personality will
calm down. Adopt this special boy and you’ll have a doting and loyal
best friend.

Chaka
Female
| Size: Medium | DOB: March 2012 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Chaka was brought to us by a kind person who found her
underweight and dragging a chain. She’s now at her correct weight
and has proved to be a happy, affectionate and playful dog who
adores people and playing fetch.
Chaka is good with male dogs although not that keen on females.
Chaka will make a loyal companion and do well as a single dog or in a
family with other dogs.

Chris/Charley
Male
| Size: Small-Medium | DOB: December 2007 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Chris (aka Charley) has been in our care for over 18 months; his
elderly owner had died and he was homeless. Chris is very gentle and
loving, adores human contact and is great with children – who says
you can’t teach an old dog new tricks? Chris is now learning how to
fetch AND return a ball! Chris gets on well with other dogs, however
will equally do well as a single dog as he has so much love to give. He
will make a wonderful companion.

Zaga
Female
| Size: Small - 17lb | DOB: late 2014 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Zaga is an attractive, alert and intelligent young dog with a super
personality. She has lots of love to give and will thrive in a family
atmosphere with children and other dogs to play with. Zaga is
currently in a foster home where she has settled in well and gets on
with the family dogs, both male and female, but now needs her
forever home.
If you would like further information or would like to meet Zaga,
please email dmaraj@caribsurf.com with a contact number.
If you’d like to give a home to any of our animals, please call: 435-4108 or email: ark@caribsurf.com
You can also visit our kennels at Sugarland Farm in St George, please call us to make an arrangement.

Happy Tails - Luke and Bailey
While my family and I have been ardent supporters of The Ark for many years, I’m not a fan of its Facebook
page – I just know myself too well. By chance, I’ve seen two photos of dogs needing homes in the past two
years, and both dogs are now a part of our family. I don’t risk looking a third time!
In summer 2014, just over a year after welcoming our daughter Mia into our lives, I saw a photo of Bailey (then
Amelia) who was just a few months old. Looking at those soulful eyes and floppy ears, I decided it was time to
get a puppy. After a bit of convincing, Diego agreed, and we adopted Bailey.
I can’t say that simultaneously raising a baby and a puppy was the
easiest thing we ever did, and we had some difficult times with Bailey.
We tried training, toys, extra walks and more training; nothing seemed
to tame this rambunctious girl.
Then, last summer, a friend of mine shared a photo of Luke, who was
living at The Ark while recuperating from a necessary amputation. I fell
in love with his little face immediately, and his story tugged at my
heartstrings. Luke was described as playful and that he got along well
with other dogs; I thought perhaps this was just what Bailey needed – a
friend to expel all that energy with!

Luke after his amputation
We did have our reservations; what kind of special care would a threelegged dog require? Could he handle the stairs in our house, which are a
requirement for him to reach the yard? Would he get along with Bailey
and Mia, or would he simply add more work and complication? We
decided to take a chance and asked The Ark if we could bring Mia and
Bailey to meet Luke and, providing all went well, subsequently have a trial
period at home.
From the moment we met this boy, we knew we had found the fifth
member of our family. Luke quickly found his place in all of our hearts; he
and Bailey are inseparable, and Diego, Mia and I just love to cuddle up with
him. Our fears of his adapting to our two-story home were quickly
dispelled. After his first experience descending the stairs, he has continued
navigating them like a champ. He enjoys running on the beach with Bailey,
chasing crabs and splashing in the surf. We are often stopped by admirers
who are amazed at his speed. We tell them we may notice he’s missing a
leg, but Luke certainly does not.

Bailey and Luke

While Luke has provided invaluable companionship for Bailey (a friend is
exactly what he needed!), unmatched loyalty and endless cuddles for us, I
think his greatest gift is the inspiration he provides. Luke may be different,
and things may not always be easy, but he doesn’t give up and he doesn’t
let his past get in his way. He’s happy, loving and enjoys the little pleasures.
When he falls, he gets right back up and keeps going. We are blessed to
know him and incredibly grateful to The Ark for helping him to survive and
become part of our family.
Happy Tail, Written by: Tracey, Diego, Mia and Bailey

Diego, Mia, Bailey and Luke - Fun day at the beach
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Grateful Thanks
K9 Friends of Barbados for another extremely
generous donation of chow.
Dr. Mohini-Harris for her donation of a fridge.
Family and friends of Donald Allcroft for their
donation in his memory.
Doug Hiltz who brings all sorts of interesting doggy
items each year when he visits from Nova Scotia.

A Refreshing Treat For Your Pet
Just as we enjoy a refreshing treat on a hot day, our
dogs do too. Why not try this simple idea and treat
your dog to a cooling ice lolly next time he’s looking
hot and bothered. Take a plastic cup, put some
kibbles in the bottom, fill the cup with water, put a
dental chew stick in the middle and place the cup in
the freezer until the water has frozen. Then, when
your dog is in need of a cooling treat, remove the
contents from the cup and give him the frozen lolly he’ll love it! Of course, if you have a small dog, you’ll
need to make your iced lolly to an appropriate size.

Jill Royoe for a generous donation via the Parravicino
family.
Beth & Tracie for a much appreciated donation of dog
chow.

Doggy Ice Lollies

Subscription Renewal
Do you need to renew your Ark Membership? We
depend on the regular income from membership fees
to keep the shelter running so please check whether
your’s needs renewing.

Cher (above – who is still looking for her forever
home) says thank you for the Kongs donated by Jenna
Holmes and Emily Skelton; they provide great
entertainment for the dogs.

The new format of this newsletter has enabled us to
simplify the renewal process. Instead of having to
contact us for a renewal form, or downloading one
from our website, all you have to do now is cut out
the form on the back cover of this newsletter and
return it to us with your payment. What could be
simpler?

Twins, Abby and Charlie who requested donations to
The Ark instead of presents for their 8th birthday –
such amazing youngsters.

If you can’t remember when your subscription
expires, please don’t hesitate to email us and we can
let you know.

Jena Hunte for fostering 2 sets of pups who we are
delighted to say have all now found loving homes.
Sue Nicholls and Helen Stoute who, in the real spirit
of Christmas, opted to make a donation to The Ark
instead of exchanging gifts.
Whilst we can’t mention the name of every group
member here, we thank the Crossfit Group led by
Dr. Manoj Vensimal for their donation of dog chow.

Welcome New Members
We are delighted to
welcome 2 new members:
BEVERLEY BECKLES
and
BEATRICE HANLEY
We thank DIANE CARDILL
for becoming a life
member.

Spay & Neuter Programme
The Ark has spayed/neutered 25 dogs and 15 cats
between 1st January and 29th February 2016. The Ark is
channelling some of our spay/neuter requests to The
RSPCA (Tel: 426-3077) and we thank them for all the
procedures they do for us.
If you are interested in having your dog or cat spayed or
neutered, please call us at 435-4108 or contact the RSPCA
directly.
If you need help with transporting your animal, contact
Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on Tel: 243-0420.

Adoption Programme
We are delighted that 39 dogs and 1 cat have found new
loving homes between 1st January and 31st March 2016.
If you are interested in having a cat or dog join your family
please contact us at 435-4108 or you can email us at
ark@caribsurf.com. Some of the dogs in our care looking
for homes can be seen on our website:
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com or search for us on
Facebook and YouTube.

All animals re-homed as part of this program cannot be
kept in kennels or chained for long periods of time, as this
is against the law. We require that all properties
are fully enclosed to provide a safe environment
for the animal; while also ensuring they do not
become a nuisance in the area.

Shelter Donations
Always Welcome: Towels, PetCor; Tac-Tic; bags
of Dog Chow for donation to needy families who
are finding it difficult to feed their pets.
Special Request: A good quality digital camera
to photograph our dogs for Facebook and
the newsletter.

Sponsor a Dog
If you, or someone you know, would like to help a dog in
our care but cannot offer it a home, why not consider
sponsorship? We have a few dogs who are hard to rehome and they would love to have a relationship with
someone who has a particular interest in them.
If you are interested in Sponsorship, please contact
Dominique on 271 8931.
Thank you to the following people who are currently
sponsoring dogs :
Anonymous – Frankie
Erica Jordan – River
Fiona Watson – Oscar
Sonia Bryant – Tommy
Gill Croney – Harry and Lady
Tracey Peacock – Cher and Blossom
Belinda Mahncke – Laura and Oscar

Monthly Book Sale
Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each
month at the Massy Supermarket Rendezvous. It takes
place from 9am – 5pm. If you are looking for good books
at great prices, come along and check it out.
If you have books in good condition that you would like to
donate, please contact: Sandie Martin 428-4266, Liz Cole
438-6898 or Jo Gamblin 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a
message).

SALE DATES

Tues. 3rd May
Tues. 7th June
Tues. 5th July
Tues. 9th August

The ARK: 435-4108

Our phones are not manned 24 hours a day.
In animal emergencies please contact your local vet.
Lost and Found Pets Barbados, a group on Facebook
where you can post info on lost/found animals.
Pet Patrol: The Sanitation Service Authority will
remove dead animals: 426-4625
Turtle Hotline: If turtle tracks or activity are seen,
please call the TURTLE HOTLINE at 230-0142 to make
a report.
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The Ark Animal Welfare Society, Barbados
Registered Charity No. 428 | Member Society WSPA

P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church, Barbados
Tel: (246) 435-4108, Email: ark@caribsurf.com
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

Executive Committee

President: Mr. Bob Parravicino
Vice President: Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
Treasurer: Mrs. Jennifer Pequeneza

429-0347
438-6898/232-9706
428-1803
228-1677

Committee Members

Miss Dominique Maraj
Mr. Stuart Martin
Ms. Isolde Pottkamper
Mrs. Donna Murray-Wiltshire
Ms. Anne Martindale

271-8931
428-4266
420-2310
228-2233
624-7977

Mrs. Sandie Martin (Books)
Ms. Michele Morland (Newsletter)

428-4266
-

Ex-Officio Members

Trustees: Mr. C. Brian Barnes, Mr. Bob Parravicino, Mr. Stephen Walcott
BECOME A MEMBER OF THE ARK: The ethical treatment of animals is an idea whose time has come.
I support the efforts of The ARK and I want to become a member. I enclose a cheque for $___________.
I will receive newsletters each year and a notice to attend the Annual General Meeting.
Name ______________________________Tel: ____________________ Email ________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________ Signature ___________________
Please indicate whether you wish to receive newsletters by post (_____) or email (_____)
Minimum Annual Donation: $30, Life Membership: $500, Under 18 years: $20 Overseas Membership: U.S.$30
Please make cheques payable to: THE ARK ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY. Mail To: The Ark, PO Box 199W, Ch. Ch., Barbados

MISSION STATEMENT
To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

