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President’s Report for 2014
At the 2014 AGM, the following Executive Officers were elected: Bob Parravicino – President, Elizabeth
Cole – Vice President, Jennifer Pequeneza – Treasurer, Jo Gamblin – Secretary, with Stuart Martin, Debra
Nascimento, Dominique Maraj, Isolde Pottkamper, and Donna Murray-Wiltshire - Committee Members.
This committee has continued to push forward with several projects, inclusive of finding a permanent
home for the shelter, fundraising and general kennel housekeeping.
As in previous years, the kennels have been kept fully occupied and there is always a list of dogs waiting
to come in as space becomes available. Sometimes we have emergencies and have had to admit dogs
ahead of this list and sometimes we have to call on Dorin Boyce of Woodbourne Boarding Kennels to help.
We take this opportunity to thank Dorin for her continued support.
There is a small group of volunteers who continue to come in to kennels to help walk and feed the dogs,
answer telephone calls etc., but we are in need of more support in this area during week days. Anyone
interested in helping please contact Jennifer Pequeneza who organizes the roster. Special thanks to Jennifer who puts in more than her share of kennel duty, filling in where necessary. Saturdays are always busy
at the kennels and Dominique has a large group of dog walkers including several students.
ADOPTIONS AND SPAY/NEUTER PROGRAM - We are happy to report that in 2014, 105 dogs and 34 cats
were spayed/neutered. Special mention must be made of the RSPCA who provide us with 4 free
spay/neuter operations each month. We are also pleased to report that 141 dogs and 13 cats found their
forever homes in 2014. Special thanks to Dominique for her efforts in this area of our operation. We would
like to make a special appeal for foster homes, both temporary and long term.
EDUCATION PROGRAM - After the departure of Christine Fell this program fell by the wayside however, it is
being re-vamped by Simone Espinet.
LAND FOR KENNELS - The Committe of the Ark is actively negotiating the purchase of a property for the
Ark’s permanent home. Details will be shared with members as soon as the purchase is finalized.
NEWSLETTERS - Three newsletters were circulated this past year due to the hard work and dedication of
Michele Morland and Tessa King-Inniss. We are very appreciative of their efforts to produce the newsletters particularly since Michele is located in Brussels and Tessa has a heavy workload. Thank you both very
much.

FUND RAISING
BOOK SALES - 2014 was a very successful year for our monthly book sales. We have a faithful following
and also a few book dealers who are always on site waiting for us to organize our display. Some of them
are now so familiar with the set up that they readily help us unload the boxes of books from volunteers’
cars! However, we could use a few more volunteers during the sale hours so that volunteers’ hours could
be shortened or at least lunch breaks taken. Shernelle has started her new job with Sandals and we wish
her good luck in this new endeavour. She will be missed by many of our patrons who consulted with her
before making their selections.
FLEA MARKETS - In March and in July we held yard sales at the homes of Jennifer Pequeneza and Elizabeth
Senior respectively. The locations were both great and large crowds were on hand long before the
official openings at 7 am. The takings on both days were beyond our expectations and we’re planning
another sale on February 28th at the Strathclyde location. Thank you Jennifer and Liz for opening up your
homes to us and tolerating the crowd of eager shoppers in your yards. We are collecting household items
as well as clothing in good condition for this sale. Please contact any of our committee members to
arrange drop off or collection of items.
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FUND RAISING (cont’d)
BINGO - On Saturday, April 26th a fundraising Bingo was held at the Living Water Centre, St. George. A
good time was had by all who attended although our numbers were down in comparison to the prior
year. As usual, the Living Waters crew made us very welcome and this event was successful.
ARK ‘CHRISTMAS’ MARKET - The annual Market was held on November 29th with a slight name change as
it was so close to Independence. The vendors were there in their numbers as for many of them this event
is the highlight of the various markets they attend year round. The teas are now well known and much
anticipated by our patrons. The Barbados Dog Training Club once again entertained the crowd with their
dog agility display. Special thanks to them for supporting The Ark once more. Special thanks also to the
DJ Larry Kinch, who has been our ‘resident’ DJ for many events now and whose music literally had some
of us dancing on the bar!
CALENDARS – This year The Ark had 700 calendars printed. This major fundraising project would not be
possible without the generosity of the sponsors and we would like to thank Kingdom Pets, Stoutes Car Rentals, Robert’s Manufacturing, Collins Ltd. and Atlantic Marketing for their continued support.
There are a few calendars remaining and we take this opportunity to offer them to you at the reduced cost
of $15 per calendar.
NEW CHANGE COLLECTION BOXES - During 2014 Donna Murray embarked on a project to replace the
existing Ark Collection boxes with handcrafted wooden houses shown here. They are all hand painted
and very attractive and we hope to replace all the existing boxes in due course. These boxes are available for sponsorship in memory of special pets, or people at a cost of $60 per box. Special thanks to
Donna for undertaking such a time consuming project.
ARK DOG AND CAT CHANGE COLLECTION BIN - During October/November, we were given permission to
place this at the exit of Massy Stores (BIG B) and are very pleased to say that it is earning its keep!
NATIONAL ANIMAL WEEK - The Ark was once again invited to participate in the Roberts Manufacturing Dog
Fair held at their headquarters on October 4th. A group of volunteers took the opportunity to hand out
flyers on dog care and sell calendars. Some of our dogs for adoption were showcased by a team of
kennel volunteers with an encouraging response. The various humane societies were represented under
one tent and it was an opportunity to meet and chat with their various representatives.
OVERSEAS REGULATIONS CHANGED - From this month, the import restrictions for bringing dogs and cats
from Canada and the United States have been eased, thus enabling visitors – especially long stay ones who have pets to travel with their pets.
To sum up I think I can say that the Ark has chalked up another successful year as we strive to meet our
goal of helping the animals of Barbados. Hopefully this year more of our members will become active in
helping to achieve this goal - no offer of help refused!
Sincerely,

Bob Parravicino
President
Reminder! Subscription Renewal
Have you renewed your Ark Membership subscription yet? If not, please can we ask you to do so as soon as
possible as we depend on the regular income from membership fees to keep the Shelter running. Please pop
a cheque in the post to us at the address on the back of this newsletter and don’t forget to let us know if any
of your details have changed.
2

Looking for New Homes
Yogi

Yogi

Despite Yogi's colouring, he is definitely part Jack Russell and has most
of the traits of this breed. Yogi is extremely loving and inquisitive, very
active, can be quite vocal and is super alert. He gets on well with both
male and female dogs, looks forward to his walks and enjoys human
interaction. Yogi was seen for several days in the same remote area of
St Thomas, looking at every car that passed by and we think he was
probably abandoned.
Jack Russells are not for everyone; one must know and love the breed
as they can be high energy and, of course, are very smart! Yogi is no
exception to the rule and needs a loving and stimulating home where
he will be part of a family who will be able to spend quality time with
him and give him the love and attention which he craves.

Dakota

Dakota

Male: neutered – very small
DOB: Mid 2014

Female: spayed – small/medium
DOB: 2014

What a beauty! Dakota is as beautiful on the inside as on the out with
a fun and happy disposition. She can be a little on the reserved side
until she gets to know you, which is very understandable. Dakota and
her best buddy, Dallas (see below), were spotted as strays in a
residential neighbourhood for weeks and would not allow themselves
to be caught. Finally they wandered into a dog friendly yard and
decided to stay there as they were being fed and watered by this
kind family. Slowly the family were able to gain the dogs’ trust and
they were then able to bring them to The Ark. In our care, Dakota has
come out of her shell and enjoys her cuddles and walks, is good with
other dogs and children. We are not sure if Dakota and Dallas are
siblings but they are certainly best friends who look out for one
another and we are hoping they can be adopted together.

Dallas

Male: neutered – small/medium
DOB: 2014 (approx.)

Dallas has an amazing personality, full of joy and life. He loves everyone and everything! Like his good friend Dakota (above), he is good
with other dogs and with children. Dallas is also one very handsome
youngster and, with his sunny personality, will make a great addition
to any family home. We strongly suggest you come along and meet
this delightful pair.

Dallas
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continued -->

Toto

Male: neutered – small/medium
DOB: 2014 (approx.)

Toto has it all – he is certainly #1 in the looks department and scores
equally highly with his amazing personality. His appearance leads us
to think he is possibly a Wirehaired Terrier mix. Toto is a very gentle
boy, very loving, friendly and just goes with the flow. He was found in
a known dumping ground and brought to us, wagging his tail all the
time, so happy to be rescued. Toto is good with other dogs and
children and will make a wonderful family pet - a very loyal and great
companion.

Toto

Bobbie

Male: neutered – small
DOB: October 2013 (approx)

Bobbie is small and stocky and smaller than he appears in this picture.
He’s a fun-loving and friendly character who loves to run and play
and especially enjoys his walks, swimming in the sea and bath time
too. Bobby was found as a stray on the beach and is currently being
fostered. He’s very obedient, good off the lead and travels well in a
car. Affectionate and loving he dotes on attention. Great with other
dogs and children too, he’d make the perfect family pet. He currently
has a dog companion and thrives on having a friend so ideally we’d
like him re-homed with another dog or dogs of the same happy-golucky playful temperament.
Bobbie

Beth

Female: spayed – small
DOB: December 2008 (approx)

Beth is quite the charmer! An extremely happy, friendly and gentle
dog who loves her walks and adores people. Beth loves being petted
and generally having a fuss made over her. She would make a wonderful family pet as she LOVES children of all ages and gets on well
with all other dogs.

Beth

Looking for Homes continued -->

Adopting a dog is not just about giving the animal a life - you are giving it its world. Our own worlds are
vast, with numerous options and opportunities, but for these animals what you are able to give them, a
new home, is their whole world, and that is an amazing gift to be able to give.
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Milo (left) and Tucker (right)
DOB: March 2015 (approx.)
Milo and Tucker are two kittens rescued from a swamp. There was no
sign of their mother so we can only assume she died or left them. It’s
too early to identify their personalities but they are definitely a pair of
fighters – cute, curious and adventurous. They are both male and will
need to be fixed when they are 5 months old. They are currently
being cared for in a great foster home but need to find their forever
home/s as soon as possible.

Milo (left) and Tucker (right)
The Ark always has dogs and cats looking to start the next chapter of their life with a loving family.
If you would like to give a home to any of our animals, please call us at 435-4108 or email at
ark@caribsurf.com
We require that all prospective new owners have a fully enclosed yard or garden where the dog is in a
secure area with shelter from sun and rain provided. As part of the agreement of adopting an animal,
we require that no animal is chained or confined for long periods of time as this is against the laws of
Barbados.
If you are interested, please call us and find out how we can help you make your home ready for a new
pet. If you would like to visit our kennels at Sugarland Farm in St George, please call us to make arrangements.

Small Actions
= Big Results!
“Teflon” illustrates how a relatively small action can
have a big result. Teflon lives in Silver Sands and had
a bad skin condition leaving him practically hairless.
His owner was unable to work due to illness and so The
Ark undertook to take him to visit Dr. Storey’s clinic on
8th December. His mange test was negative so he
was treated with antibiotics and a special shampoo.
One month later – voila! His hair has grown back and
is now in good condition and Teflon is once again a
happy dog.
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Teflon

Happy Tales!

Matt (now called Max) Found his Furever Home!
I remember the Friday I saw Max's picture on The Ark’s Facebook page, and there was just no question. We
had lost our first JRT in early July and I had sworn that I was not getting another dog, but Max's eyes just
called to me.
I spoke first with Dominique at The Ark and then made arrangements with his foster mum, Simone, to meet
Max bright and early the following morning. We sat on the steps discussing him, the fact he had been
found wandering in the street with a very matted coat (hence his Ark name!), his age, health and what he
had been through. As we talked Max simply crawled into my lap and that was it. This little guy was going
home with me whether or not the rest of the household liked it. We went for a walk on the beach and I just
knew in my heart.
The next step was a home check. Max hopped into my
truck like he’d been doing it for years. Made a bed in a
dirty work shirt I had behind the seat and went straight to
sleep. We got home and I knew that this was the moment
that would make or break him staying with me. He had to
meet my two Prima Donna JRTs, Lily and Lucy. Up to now it
should be noted that Roger Skeete had no idea that I had
even gone this far in bringing Max home.
I ran in the house and called Dane Skeete and Kia Foster
Blades and told them to round up the girls I had a new
friend for them to meet. We took them out into the road so
that everyone was on neutral territory and as I thought, Lily
did her little growl thing, however Lucy only wanted to
check out the neighbour’s garbage. We sat out in the
road for a while before we decided to try everyone inside
the garden. Well Mr. Max never looked back but I will never
forget the tears in Simone’s eyes when she realized that he
had decided that this was going to be his new home.

Nicolette and Max

Max is an amazing little guy. Limited hearing and sight as well as a heart murmur doesn’t stop this little guy
from roaming the property like he’s lived here all his life. He has learnt his routes around the house and we
know not to move anything and each morning we have our little snuggle while the other ladies go out to
do their business. Max has stolen our hearts and we are grateful for his love and hope that he loves us as
much as we love him. Thanks to Roger Skeete, Dana Skeete, Kia Foster Blades, Rosemarie Campbell and
Meghan Campbell for your help in this endeavour. And little one we will love you forever.

Nicolette Campbell
We would love to hear from you!
Do you have an interesting animal story that you would like to share in the newsletter? Did you re-home
a rescued dog? If so, we would like you to share your story with us and have it featured in the newsletter. Please send an email with your story and photographs if possible to ark@caribsurf.com
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Happy Tales!

The Story of Bert and Tori

We started volunteering at The Ark in March 2014 just a couple of months after we’d moved to Barbados.
After a couple of weeks walking different dogs I found myself being drawn to the same kennel which
housed a slightly odd shaped male dog called Bert and his companion Tori. Bert was a chunky dog, cane
brown in colour with a very masculine face and muzzle. He looked like he’d had a tough life, which I later
discovered was indeed true. He had some old thick scars on his back and a couple of smaller ones on his
face but although his best looks may have been a few years ago, he had the most adorable soft natured
look in his eyes. His thick head and body were the proportions of a medium to large dog but he was
blessed with rather disproportionate stubby short legs making him look kind of odd especially as his front
feet tended to stick out like a duck!
Bert’s partner in the kennel was Tori, an obviously much younger female of roughly the same height as Bert
but of completely different proportions. Tori was a small leggy blonde with a smoky black muzzle that
made her look like she’d been rooting in a coal hole. She was springy and bouncy and obviously still playful being only about a year old.
It took no time at all for us to become very fond of this mismatched pair and around mid April we decided
we would like to share our Christ Church home with them if they would let us. The folks at the Ark were
kind enough to come and do a house check straight away and on 26th April 2014 we became the proud
owners of Bert and Tori and we haven’t looked back since.
They settled in without any issues and clearly they
already got along together very well having shared the
same kennel for several months. We learned that Bert
had been a street dog who used to roam around
Oistins; he had got into an area where he was not welcome and had had stones thrown at him and other
nasty experiences. His age is not known for sure but the
vet believes he is 7 or 8 years old now. He has a condition known as dry-eye which means his eyes do not
make tears or lubricate themselves. This causes him to
get a build up of messy irritating puss so we need to
bathe his eyes several times a day and put some eye
drops in just to keep them clean and more comfortable.
Bert is absolutely good as gold when we do this. We just
say “come on Bert, time to do your eyes” and over he
trots and plonks himself down beside you and calmly
lets us treat him. Tori often comes over then and starts to
lick Bert’s face in her motherly fashion and make sure
he’s all cleaned up and “good to go”.

Linda and Ken with Bert and Tori

The two of them play together very well. Tori usually initiates the rough and tumble and because she is
younger and far more nimble than Bert, she can run rings around him. However Bert is the solid one and,
much like a Sumo wrestler, he stands his ground and can use his weight to gain the advantage. They
have plenty of space to run around in the garden and get walked twice a day mostly by my husband Ken
who works from home and keeps them company during the day.
continued -->
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Bert had been a guest at The Ark for over two
and half years and Tori had been taken in as part
of a litter of pups who all got adopted except her
(goodness knows why not!). As an older dog with
some health issues he would not have been first
choice for some people to adopt but we fell in
love with him and there was no way we could
have separated the two companions who were
so happy with each other. They have now lived
with myself and Ken for almost a year and we
wouldn’t change a thing.

Linda
Tori watching Ken eat supper

Children With Big Hearts
Levi Follows is a boy with big heart. This year, in lieu of
birthday presents, he made a very thoughtful donation
to the ARK. For him to make such a loving gesture at 7
years old is most impressive. His mum explained that
"Levi appreciates how the Ark helps animals, takes
care of them and gives them to good homes. He even
explains this to other people when they ask him."
At right: Levi (holding Mario) with sister Lia and brother
Landon

Brandon & Ben donated all of their profits from selling
home-made popsicles under the Codrington School
Entrepreneurship Challenge. These two teens also
volunteer at the shelter each Saturday.
At right: Brandon and Ben

"Dogs are not our whole life,
but they make our lives whole."
~ Roger Caras
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Grateful Thanks

Spare Change Box

~ Donald Lawless for generously replacing our lost Ark The Ark is gradually replacing our existing spare
Stamp.
change collection boxes with newer, more robust
and very attractive ones.
~ Katie Herzog Sbay and her family, long time supporters who always make a kind donation each time
they visit the island.
~ Carolanne & Alan Powell on holiday from the UK, for
their generous financial donation and gifts for the
dogs as well as for giving some of their vacation time
to the dogs.
~ Family and friends of Neville Fenty for their donations in his memory.
~ Bill and Hayley Blevins who donated several pieces
of furniture to be sold with proceeds going to the Ark.
~ Liz Senior for hosting our last Yard Sale at her home
in Strathclyde.
~ Simone Espinet for fostering a stray pup, Sprocket,
and a 3/4 week old kitten.
~ Linda & Steve Rowse for fostering Lulu - a hit and run
victim.
~ Peter Blakley for fostering Chris and letting him
experience home life.
~ Tracey Peacock for fostering little Nadia, found as
a stray with a damaged eye which had to be
removed.
~ Alison Mayfield for fostering (and subsequently
adopting) MIllie, a stray who was threatened with
poisoning.
~ Munchy Muncharoonies who donate a percentage of all sales to The Ark. Their home made dog
and
cat
treats
can
be
ordered
at:
scallus@hotmail.com or call Sue Callus on: 428-5112
/ 239-0079.
~ All our volunteers and this time we would like to particularly thank the younger ones who give up their
Saturday mornings to come and walk the dogs.
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Ark Collection boxes are located at various outlets
around the island and are a valuable source of
funds for us. Sponsorship of each box is a one-time
payment of $60.
Please would you consider sponsoring a tin? It
could be sponsored in the name of your business if
you have one, or perhaps in memory of a pet that
was special to you. Each box will state its sponsor
and we can include a company logo if you have
one.
Please contact arkanimalwelfare@gmail.com if
you are interested in sponsoring a box or having
one located at your business ….. it really is a gift
that keeps on giving.

Welcome New Members!
BANISTER Simone
BLAKELY Peter
HANLEY Sophia
HOGGAN Finn
MARTINDALE Anne
PEACOCK Tracey
ROWSE Linda (LIFE)
WILTSHIRE Chelston O

Spay and Neuter Programme
The Ark has spayed/neutered 17 dogs/pups
and 8 cats/kittens between 1st January and
28th February 2015.
The Ark is channeling most of our spay/neuter
requests to The RSPCA (Tel: 426-3077) and we
thank them for all the procedures they do for
us. If you are interested in having your dog or
cat spayed or neutered, please call us at 4354108 or contact the RSPCA directly.
If you need help with transporting your animal,
contact Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on Tel:
243-0420.
Remember that cats and dogs cannot read
and write but they sure can multiply.

Adoption Programme
We are delighted that 21 dogs have found
new loving
homes between 1st January and
.
18th February 2015.
If you are interested in having a cat or dog join
your family please contact us at 435-4108 or
you can email us at ark@caribsurf.com.
Some of the dogs in our care looking for homes
can be seen on our website:
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com
or our Facebook page:
Ark Animal Welfare Society of Barbados
All animals re-homed as part of this
programme cannot be kept in kennels or
chained for long periods of time, as this is
against the law. We require that all properties
are fully enclosed to provide a safe environment for the animal, while also ensuring they
do not become a nuisance in the area.

Shelter Donations
Needed: Paint - any leftover/partial pots of paint you have,
(wood or oil based), to paint our dog houses. All colours gratefully received.
Always Welcome: PetCor; Tac-Tic; bags of Dog Chow for donation to needy families who can no longer afford to feed their
pets.

What About Sponsoring a Dog?
If you, or someone you know, would like to help a dog in our care
but cannot offer it a home, why not consider sponsorship? We
have a few dogs who are hard to re-home and they would love to
have a relationship with someone who has a particular interest in
them. If you are interested in Sponsorship, please contact Dominique on 271-8931.
Thank you to ongoing sponsors and to the following people who
are sponsoring particular dogs:
Alison & Adrian Long: Scarlett
Ashley & Brad Mawley: Max
Tracey Peacock: Cher, Eddie and Luis

Monthly Book Sale
Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each month
at the Big B Super Centre in Rendezvous. It takes place from 9am
– 5pm. If you are looking for good books at great prices, come
along and check it out.
If you have books in good condition that you would like to
donate, please contact: Sandie 428-4266, Liz Cole 438-6898 or
Jo 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a message)

Sale Dates

Tues. 5th May 2015
Tues. 7th Jul. 2015

Tues. 2nd Jun. 2015
Tues. 4th Aug. 2015

The ARK telephone number is 435-4108. Please
remember that our phone lines are not manned 24
hours a day so in animal emergencies please contact your local vet.
If you use Facebook keep up to date on our activities at:
Ark Animal Welfare Society Barbados.
Lost/Found: Lost and Found Pets Barbados is a Facebook group
where you can post information about lost & found animals.
Pet Patrol
The Sanitation Service Authority will remove dead animals
struck in vehicular accidents or pets who have died at home.
The public HOTLINE for reports is 426-4625.
Turtle Hotline
If turtle tracks or activity are seen, please call the TURTLE HOTLINE
at 230-0142 to make a report.
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The ARK
Animal Welfare Society
Member Society WSPA
Registered Charity No. 428
P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church, Barbados
Tel: (246) 435-4108, email: ark@caribsurf.com
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

Change of address? Please don't forget to let us
know if you change your postal or email address.

Mission Statement

To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

Executive Committee President: Mr. Bob Parravicino

Vice President: Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
Treasurer: Mrs. Jennifer Pequeneza

429-0347
438-6898/232-9706
428-1803
228-1677

Committee Members

Miss Dominique Maraj
Mr. Stuart Martin
Miss Debra Nascimento
Ms. Isolde Pottkamper
Mrs Donna Wiltshire

271-8931
428-4266
420-2310
228-2233

Ex-Officio Members Mrs. Sandie Martin (Books)

Mrs. T. King-Inniss (Newsletter - Layout)
Mrs Michele Morland (Newsletter – Editor)

428-4266
-

