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PRESIDENT’S LETTER – AGM REPORT
Dear Ark Members,
We are pleased to present the President’s Report from the A.G.M. held on
24th January, 2018.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT FOR YEAR OF 2017
Thank you all for making the effort to join us this afternoon for this AGM.
We appreciate it.
At the 2017 AGM the following Executive Officers elected were
Bob Parravicino – President, Elizabeth Cole – Vice President,
Jennifer Pequeneza – Treasurer, Jo Gamblin – Secretary with Stuart Martin,
Dominique Maraj, Isolde Pottkamper, Donna Murray-Wiltshire and
Lalu Hanuman – Committee members.
Together this has been a great team and much has been accomplished in all aspects of our operation.
SPAY/NEUTER PROGRAMME
In 2017, 92 dogs and 78 cats were spayed/neutered. This has been accomplished with the help of K9 Friends
of Barbados, various vets and the RSPCA who are responsible for the bulk of these operations. The RSPCA
continue to provide us with 3 free spay/neuter operations each month for which we are very thankful.
K9 Friends have recently opened a spay/neuter clinic in Holetown which provides this service to Barbadians
who cannot afford to use the usual channels. They will also be operating a van to collect and return dogs to
their owners. Congratulations to Karen Millen and her team for their efforts in controlling the dog population
in Barbados by cutting down on the breeding.
Special mention should be made that K9 Friends of Barbados continues to assist our shelter by providing chow
for our rescues. This represents a big saving on our operations costs and we thank them for this.
ADOPTION PROGRAMME
During 2017, 111 dogs and 1 cat were adopted through the Ark. I must take this opportunity to say special
thanks to Dominique Maraj who coordinates both the spay/neuter roster and adoptions for the Ark. This takes
up a considerable amount of her time on a daily basis. I would be remiss not to take this opportunity to also
thank Jan Downie who assists Dominique by driving her to the various home checks and to look at dogs who are
in need. Once a month, Jan uses her day off work to transport books to and from the booksale. Many thanks
Jan.
FUNDRAISING
Every year our operating expenses continue to rise and funds have to be raised to cover these costs.
BOOK SALES continue to provide our ‘bread and butter’ funds. However, in December takings dropped after a
midday deluge when the car park flooded because the drains were blocked. We have since moved to the side
car park of the property but are still plagued and affected by the smell of the overflowing sewerage in the area.
Hopefully this will soon be rectified.
CALENDARS - In 2017 we printed 850 calendars, a few of which are still available for purchase. Dominique,
Jennifer and Annie are to be congratulated on continuing to improve the finished product every year. This
year’s calendar is outstanding. Thank you ladies. Thanks also to our anonymous benefactor whose company
again printed them free of cost.
Continued/…

President’s Letter cont’d.
YARD SALES - This year we had two yard sales. The first was held at Peronne Village on July 22nd which was
very successful. Space was kindly offered to the Ark by Peronne Trading who made a shop available for our sale
and allowed us to erect a tent as well. Thank you Anne Marie Bourne and Fiona Kinch.
The second sale was held at the Clock Tower, the Garrison on November 25th. We had a huge selection of
items for sale and the event was very well attended, making it the biggest sale so far. It was so successful that
the venue has been booked for a sale on June 16th. Thanks to all who contributed items, volunteered for set
up and worked on the day. We hope to improve even more at the next sale as the location is easily accessible
for all. It should be noted that all items donated to us that are not suitable for our purposes are passed on to
another charity so nothing is wasted.
Artsplash continues to allow us space to sell some of our books on an ongoing basis, and in 2017 we raised
$1819 there.
COLLECTION BOXES have been placed on both the west and south coasts and are supervised by Donna
Wiltshire and Marilyn Weekes. We will shortly be setting up an Excel spreadsheet for easier access to
information on how much is collected and where. There is also a large collection bin at the exit of Massy
Supermarket Worthing and this raises a tidy sum.
In April the members of the Barbados Dog Training Club organised a dog walk at Vaucluse race track and
donated all the proceeds to the Ark. It was a very pleasant evening indeed and we thank Mrs. Jean Ray and her
team for doing this for us.
NEWSLETTERS
Our newsletters are still produced by Michele Morland over in Brussels who continues to support the Ark from
across the pond, thanks Michele. In 2017 three newsletters were produced (April, September, December),
some members receiving hard copies and some opting for email. However, in December all members receive
copies in the mail together with a reminder of their annual dues.
This year several visitors from overseas came to visit our kennels bearing gifts of toys, leads, collars etc. They
are too many to single out any individual but we appreciate the time they take out of their holidays to help the
dogs. Several of them also volunteer to walk the dogs.
As we did with Grenada and hurricane Ivan, The Ark provided assistance to Dominica by donating a sum of
money towards buying chow for the cats and dogs on this devastated island.
In June, Gerad Paul, our head kennel hand resigned, having worked at The Ark for ten years. Along with Arthur
Birkett, we now have two part-time ladies, Shelly Rausch and Krystal Greaves and this arrangement appears to
be working well.
2017 had its challenges as all years do, but we have come out of it stronger and with high hopes for 2018. We
have accomplished a lot on behalf of our furry friends and hope in this coming year we will be able to reach
some of our long range targets.
We look forward to your continued support of our efforts on behalf of the animals of Barbados.
Sincerely,

Bob Parravicino
President

Thanks "Mr. Bob"!
Mr. Bob Parravicino was elected President of The Ark on 26th January 2011 and served steadily and faithfully in
this position until 24th January 2018. We cannot thank you enough for your dedication and guidance over the
past seven years. We wish you the very best retirement can offer!
We welcome Mr. Stuart Martin as our new President.
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LOOKING FOR NEW HOMES
Mayzee
Female
| Size: Medium-Small | DOB: July 2015 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Mayzee is a stunning looking dog. Smaller than her photo indicates, she's
got a long and lean Whippet type appearance with beautiful markings. She
is just under 3 years old, house-trained and is used to being allowed
indoors. She is very gentle and affectionate, and gets on well with other
dogs although she tends to prefer the opposite sex. Mayzee had a family
and understands basic commands, walks well on a leash and loves to play.
She has been with us for 4 weeks and, while she is settling in, she is missing
having a family of her own. What more could you want in a dog!

Radar
Female
| Size: Very Small | DOB: March 2005 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Radar is looking for a very special person who will give her a caring home.
At 13 years young, she is a very sweet and loving soul who loves cuddles
and human companionship. Her general health is excellent although there
are signs her hearing isn't the best. She is house-trained and used to all the
home comforts as she was a beloved pet. Her world has been turned
upside down as her elderly 'mum' has had to go into a home and cannot
take her. At 15lbs, Radar is a very small dog who was used to being a single
dog. However, she is interacting well with other dogs at the shelter, both
male and female. She will make a wonderful companion for a lucky person.

Deano
Male
| Size: Medium | DOB: January 2016 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Deano has been with us since July 2017 and we have no idea why. He's a
very handsome fellow, sociable and affectionate. At around 2 years old,
Deano is full of energy and loves to run and play so he would do very well in
a house where he would have a similarly playful doggie pal.
Deano was found as a severely underweight stray by one of our volunteers
who kindly took him home and cared for him until we were able to bring
him in. He is good with other dogs and children and is longing to join a nice
family.

Maya
Female
| Size: Medium | DOB: May 2016 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Maya is a lovely, well-natured dog, playful, loving and friendly. She is very
social, enjoying the company of other dogs and people. With this in mind,
we suggest she is adopted into a home where she will be part of the family
and one that has one or more other dogs. Maya is sharing her kennel with
Deano (above) and, although they look similar, they are not related – just
good friends! She was found as a stray and a caring person phoned us to
arrange for her to come in to the Ark. Maya is extremely alert, very loyal
and loves giving and receiving hugs – she will be a great addition to any
family.
If you’d like to give a home to any of our animals, please call: 435-4108 or email: ark@caribsurf.com
You can also visit our kennels at Sugarland Farm in St George, please call us to make an arrangement.

Happy Tails - It Was Meant To Be …
Skimming through Facebook one night, a picture in my feed made me pause. It was a picture of a puppy with no
fur. No fur at all! She was red and charred, her ears hanging low and eyes so sad. A friend was reposting,
sharing this photo of a puppy who had suffered third degree burns to almost all her skin; she had lost her fur to
mange and must have been left in the sun for days. She needed a foster home, someone who could help.
“Whoa!” I thought. This dog has had it rough. And I mean really rough.
The thing is, I too had had a hard year, made better by friends and family
and even complete strangers who magically appeared at the right time and
who wanted nothing in return. I thought, “I’m going to do that for this dog;
I’m going to pay it forward.” Now, my house is crazy and demanding on a
normal day with three young boys, a dog of our own, and a busy career as a
teacher. But as life would have it, the two big kids were visiting family
overseas for the summer and suddenly there was a window for more to
come in to our lives. So, I sent a message, “I can help,” I wrote.

Daisy asleep on my t-shirt

After I passed the Ark’s thorough screening process and it was established
that I was indeed a good fit, my youngest and I picked her up. The Ark had
called her Disney. I didn’t like that name, for she was such a sweet little girl
- I chose Daisy instead. We had agreed that I would home, rehabilitate and
love her for 4 to 6 weeks and then she’d be off to a promised forever home.

She was skin and bones when she arrived. On the first night, she found one of my t-shirts, snuggled into it and
fell asleep. It didn’t take long for her and Yoda, my 10-year old pit-bull mix, to become friends. My two-year old
son and I bathed her four times a day with one shampoo and bi-weekly with another, plus meds and eye drops
twice-daily.
We live on the east coast, so it was fresh air, green grass and Atlantic seaside
walks for her. We are a very outdoorsy family and Daisy fit right in. She loved
walks and running in the fields. She spent her days lounging on the couch and
basking in the grass under the sea grape trees. Within two weeks her fur was
growing back. Within four she was a completely different dog. By the time six
weeks rolled around all her fur was back, she had had all her vaccinations
and she was off the medication.
Now, during this time, my big kids had returned and they had fallen in love
with her. Daisy was a born water dog. The loud thunder of the east coast
waves didn’t faze her one bit. The kids would leap from one coral pool to the
next and Daisy right behind them.
We had heard that her intended forever-home was no longer available so we
debated long and hard whether we should keep her. The kids and I all liked
the idea of being a foster family and sending happy healthy dogs on to
another forever home, keeping our place as a temporary refuge, somewhere
to take in those in need. This seemed to make sense with our busy lives.

Daisy after 4 weeks

So, when the time came, we handed Daisy back to the Ark so that she
might be adopted. We all wept the whole ride home. Every week the kids
would ask “Do you think Daisy has a home yet?” We’d check in with the
Ark. “No, she’s still here,” they would say. It wasn’t too long before we
held another family meeting. Everyone agreed. Everyone said they’d
help. We called the Ark and picked her up that very day. I can safely say,
she’s my naughtiest child. Mischievous and happy, bouncy and loving, she
guards the house with fierce barking, swims in the sea like it was always
there for her and plays happily with the children. She’s one of us now. It
was meant to be!
Daisy enjoying a dip at the beach

Written by: Caroline, Hunter, Tarik & Grayson
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Grateful Thanks

Grateful Thanks Continued/…

Corrie Scott for the collections taken on behalf of The Ark
at the Service of Thanksgiving for her step-father, Mr
Skeete, and subsequently for her mother, Mrs. Skeete.
The family and friends of Greta White for the collection
taken on behalf of The Ark at her Service of Thanksgiving.
Dippers at the Barbados Cruising Club for their ‘Christmas
Tree’ donations and personal donation totaling $1,445.
Sue Brown who raised a whopping $1,335 in sponsorship
by running in the 5k Run Barbados weekend.
Visitors, Nicola & Jason Dolman, who won Fresh Market
Coverley's Christmas competition. As non-residents they
weren't eligible to receive the prize so Fresh Market kindly
donated a shopping trolley of dog chow. The couple also
provided invaluable help with transport and dog walking.
Mrs. Mandevillle and her second form students from
Providence Secondary School in St George for raising
funds for The Ark. The Students delivered the donation
and helped to walk many of our dogs (see photo below).
Thank you to Graham who came
on holiday with only a carry-on
bag for himself but with a large
suitcase of doggie toys, treats and
food for the shelter.
Fran Trathen, (and husband
Richard) a groomer from the
Channel Islands, who spent a day
of their holiday grooming and
bathing our shelter residents. The
dogs loved it!
Amanda Ramsay and her team at Ruff Cutts Dog
Grooming Services who came up in December and gave all
of our dogs their annual Christmas free groom.
Visitor Karen Bearns-Alleyne who arrived with a suitcase
of goodies for the dogs and gave her time helping with
transport and walking the dogs.
Artist Sian Pampellonne is offering Bds$10.00 for every
cat/dog pillow design sold. They are available at Brighton
Market or directly from her at sianpampellonne.com

Doug Hiltz for his annual contribution of dog collars.
Katie Herzog for her annual contribution of dog toys.
To the following people for fostering dogs in need:
Marco & Rosiane:
Timmie
Alison Martin:
Mr Black, Millie & Moses
Anita-Beatrix Gerecs: Daisy
The Ark would like to thank K9 Friends for their
continual support in providing dog chow and for their
help with spay/neutering of our dogs.

For Your Information

Welcome New Members
We are delighted to
welcome new members:
Rose-Ann Evelyn,
Arnold and Movita Field,
Rachel Thomas,
Fiona Watson
Lorenza Zagarese, and
New LIFE Members:
Christopher Cozier,
Lynda Gill,
Helen James,
Joan Johnson,
Margaret Mayhew,
Gloria Mendes,
Debra Nascimento and
Rainier Wysockie

Spay & Neuter Programme
The Ark has spayed/neutered 15 dogs and 23 cats between
1st January and 31st March 2018. The Ark is channelling
some of our spay/neuter requests to The RSPCA and we
thank them for all the procedures they do for us.
If you are interested in having your dog or cat spayed or
neutered, please call us at 435-4108 or contact the RSPCA
directly (Tel: 426-3077).
If you need help with transporting your animal, contact
Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on Tel: 243-0420.

Adoption Programme
We are delighted that 33 dogs have found new loving
homes between 1st January and 31st March 2018.
If you are interested in having a cat or dog join your family
please contact us at 435-4108 or you can email us at
ark@caribsurf.com. Some of the dogs in our care looking
for homes can be seen on our website:
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com or search for us on
Facebook, YouTube and Instagram.

Sponsor a Dog
If you, or someone you know, would like to help a dog in
our care but cannot offer it a home, why not consider
sponsorship? We have a few dogs who are hard to rehome and they would love to have a relationship with
someone who has a particular interest in them.
If you are interested in Sponsorship, please contact
Dominique on 435-6844. Thank you to the following
people who are currently sponsoring dogs:
Gill Croney:
Judi Clarke:
Sonia Bryant:
Fiona Watson:
Chrissy Blagrove:
Josette Cummins:
Kimberley Bourne:
Marianne Theeboom:
Ueli Zahler & Judith Binter:
Anita Caito & Emerson Reid:
Alison Long, Lorraine Fox & Lydia Pauls:

Hazel & Jagger
Radar
Tommy
Janie
Brice
Rita
Toby & Zeus
Mico
Shiloh & Shadow
Joey
Misty

Monthly Book Sale
Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each
month at the Massy Supermarket Rendezvous. It takes
place from 9am – 5pm. If you are looking for good books
at great prices, come along and check it out.
If you have books in good condition that you would like to
donate, please contact: Sandie Martin 428-4266, Liz Cole
438-6898 or Jo Gamblin 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a
message).

SALE DATES

Tues. 8th May
Tues. 5th June
Tues. 3rd July
Tues. 7th August

The ARK: 435-4108

Our phones are not manned 24 hours a day.
In animal emergencies please contact your local vet.
All animals re-homed as part of this program cannot be
kept in kennels or chained for long periods of time, as this
is against the law. We require that all properties
are fully enclosed to provide a safe environment
for the animal; while also ensuring they do not
become a nuisance in the area.

Lost and Found Pets Barbados, a group on Facebook
where you can post info on lost/found animals.
Pet Patrol: The Sanitation Service Authority will
remove dead animals. Call: 535-5053.
Turtle Hotline: If turtle tracks or activity are seen,
please call the TURTLE HOTLINE at 230-0142 to make
a report.
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From:

The Ark Animal Welfare Society, Barbados
Registered Charity No. 428 | Member Society WSPA

P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church, Barbados
Tel: (246) 435-4108, Email: ark@caribsurf.com
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

Executive Committee

President: Mr. Stuart Martin
Vice President: Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
Treasurer: Mrs. Jennifer Pequeneza

418-0765
438-6898/232-9706
428-1803
228-1677

Committee Members

Miss Dominique Maraj
Ms. Isolde Pottkamper
Mrs Donna Murray-Wiltshire
Mr. Lalu Hanuman
Mr. Adrian Wiggins
Mr. Patrick Bellot

435-6844
420-2310
228-2233
420-2022
438-3717
426-9303

Mrs. Sandie Martin (Books)
Ms. Michele Morland (Newsletter)

428-4266
-

Ex-Officio Members

Trustees: Mr. C. Brian Barnes, Mr. Bob Parravicino, Mr. Stephen Walcott
BECOME A MEMBER OF THE ARK: The ethical treatment of animals is an idea whose time has come.
I support the efforts of The ARK, and I want to become a member. I enclose a cheque for $___________.
I will receive newsletters each year and a notice to attend the Annual General Meeting.
Name ______________________________Tel: ____________________ Email ________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________ Signature ___________________
Please indicate whether you wish to receive newsletters by post (_____) or email (_____)
Minimum Annual Donation: $30, Life Membership: $500, Under 18 years: $20 or Overseas Membership: U.S.$30
Please make cheques payable to: THE ARK ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY. Mail To: The Ark, P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church

MISSION STATEMENT
To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

