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The President's Letter
Dear Ark Members,
November 2013 marked the 15th year of existence of The Ark! In the beginning, we were told that
an organisation which is still functioning after its first ten years will survive – and here we are!
However, not to rest on our laurels: the Ark has just over 300 current members; we would like to
increase that number. If every member reached out to family or friends by sharing a newsletter
and persuading them to join or by giving an Ark Membership as a Christmas present … imagine
the response!
Also, we continue our search for a piece of land suitable for our rescued dogs and cats. Just an
acre will do! Our main stipulations are that it has to be fully owned by The Ark and it will need
to be fairly accessible as we cannot expect our daily volunteers to travel “behind God’s back” when
they are working out of the goodness of their hearts – for FREE!
I am acutely aware that it is only because of the dedication and hard work of a great many people
that The Ark is able to rescue, re-home and promote animal welfare in Barbados. So I say ‘thank
you’ to our staff and volunteers, to those of you who have made donations, be it monetary or in
kind, and to those of you who have adopted or fostered animals in their time of need. The Ark
could not function without each and every one of you. Together we have made a difference to the
lives of countless animals in Barbados.
Wishing you and yours a safe, very happy Christmas and 2014!

With Sympathy
It is with regret that we let you
know of the passing of
Mrs. Maureen Hron.
Maureen was a founder
member of the Ark; was our
Treasurer from 1998 to 2010, a
keen book sale helper and the
adoptive mother over the years
of three rescued dogs.
Our deepest sympathy to her
husband, Bob.
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Sincerely,
Bob Parravicino
President

Give an Ark gift this Christmas
Are you looking for a special gift for a special someone?
Why not give them an Ark Membership subscription for
2014. Not only will they receive our newsletters, but
through your gift, they’ll also be helping the animals in
our care as we rely on the regular income from our
membership fees to keep the Shelter running.
Please pop a cheque in the post to us at the address on
the
back
of
this
newsletter
with
the
name/address/email of the person you are giving the
gift to.

Proceedings of the 15th Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given of the 15th Annual General Meeting of The Ark Animal Welfare Society.
All paid up members are invited to attend.
Date:
Time:
Place:
Chair:

Reminder!
Subscription Renewal

Thursday, 23rd January, 2014
3:00 p.m. (prompt start please)
Barbados Yacht Club, Bay Street, St. Michael
Mr Stuart Martin

Agenda: 1) Apologies for absence
2) Confirmation of the Minutes of the 14th A.G.M.
held on Wednesday 23rd January, 2013
3) Report for the year 2013 and future plans
4) Consideration and approval of the Audited
Accounts of 2012/2013
5) Appointment of Auditors for 2013/2014
6) Election of Executive Officers of the Society
7) Election of Committee Members of the Society
8) General Business

Johanna Gamblin

Honorary Secretary

Everyone who received a
blank membership form with
this newsletter is due to renew
for 2014. Your membership fee
is vital to the continuation of
keeping The Ark afloat.
Please renew soonest and let
us know of any changes to
your info, particularly your
email address. Feel free to
photocopy the blank form
and encourage family and
friends to join!

~ Copies of the Audited Accounts for 2012/2013 will be available at the A.G.M. or can be
obtained beforehand by contacting The Ark (435-4108) or the Secretary (428-1803).
~ Copies of the Minutes of the 14th A.G.M. will be available at the A.G.M. or can be obtained
beforehand by contacting The Ark or the Secretary.

Remembering Rex
After living at the Shelter for nearly 2 years, Rex succumbed to cancer in early November.
He was a very gentle,
kind
and
good
natured dog who
loved being petted,
even gently nudging
you to continue if you
stopped before he
was ready.

Rex

Dollar Per Head
A special thank you to Andrew Warden
and the Atlantis Hotel for their generous
donation of $3000 collected via their
“Dollar per Head” programme.
Every dollar donated to The Ark Animal
Welfare Society facilitates the rehabilitation and re-homing of abused and
abandoned dogs at the Shelter.

We thank Dr. Birdsall
for all she did for him.
He will be missed by
us all.
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Looking for New Homes
As you know, we have dogs of all ages, shapes and sizes looking for good homes but this month we'd
particularly like to let you know about some of our smaller ones.

Pinto
Male: neutered - small/medium
DOB: November 2012 (approx.)
Pinto gets our award for luckiest dog this year! He was hit by a car
on Spring Garden Highway and the car drove on to the Sheraton
Mall. Once there, the driver checked to see if the car had
sustained any damage only to find Pinto had somehow lodged
himself inside the front grille/engine area. The grille had to be
removed to free Pinto who, amazingly, was unhurt by his experience! He is a good looking, friendly dog who is looking for a less
adventurous life in a loving safe home.

Pablo
Male: neutered - small/medium
DOB: 2012
In a nutshell, Pablo is just beautiful! A JRT mix, he has a wonderful,
playful personality; eager to please and he just loves attention
and cuddles. Pablo is great with children, walks well on a lead
and is good with other dogs. He was found collapsed on the road
by a caring gentleman who took him to his vet – he was so weak
and anaemic that he needed a blood transfusion. Pablo was
fostered for a while until there was space for him at The Ark. He is
so adorable and likeable that there is usually a line up of volunteers wishing to walk him! We hope you will come meet him!

Cody
Male: neutered - small/medium
DOB: December 2010 (approx.)
Cody is a very striking looking dog, handsome and alert with a
reddish brown coat. He is full of beans, fun loving, extremely playful and always up at the kennel door to say hello. Cody is good
with other dogs and children, walks well on a leash and is longing
to show you that he’ll make a most wonderful pet.

Looking for New Homes cont'd -->
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Looking for New Homes (cont’d)
Lois
Female: booked to be spayed
small/medium when fully grown
DOB: June/July 2013
Lois is one very happy, not a worry in the world, come play with me
pup. Initially she was so scared of people we had to arrange for
her to be caught but now, after just a few days with us, her confidence has returned to the point that she’s putty in your hands. She
loves belly rubs, going for walks and the company of other dogs.
Lois will make a wonderful addition to any family home.

Beauty (left)

&

Female: spayed – small/medium
DOB: 2010 (approx.)

Baron (right)
Male: neutered – small/medium
DOB: 2010 (approx.)

Beauty and Baron’s previous owner had to go into a nursing home
and they are hoping to find a new home together (although this is
not essential so long as there is an existing dog for companionship). They are both friendly, easy going and well adjusted dogs.
Baron is the more outgoing of the two who loves to have his
tummy rubbed while Beauty is kind and gentle and a little
reserved. Volunteers at The Ark love walking these two as they
happily trot by your side. They would be a wonderful addition to
any family.
Adopting a dog is not just about giving the animal a life - you are giving it its world. Our own worlds are
vast, with numerous options and opportunities, but for these animals what you are able to give them, a
new home, is their whole world, and that is an amazing gift to be able to give.
The Ark always has dogs and cats looking to start the next chapter of their life with a loving family. If you
would like to give a home to any of our animals, please call us at 435-4108 or email at ark@caribsurf.com
We require that all prospective new owners have a fully enclosed yard or garden where the dog is in a
secure area with shelter from sun and rain provided. As part of the agreement of adopting an animal, we
require that no animal is chained or confined for long periods of time as this is against the laws of Barbados.
If you are interested, please call us and find out how we can help you make your home ready
for a new pet. If you would like to visit our kennels at Sugarland Farm in St George, please call
us to make arrangements.
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Happy Tails! ~ Kirby’s Tale
We adopted Kirby from The Ark in July of this year. My sons wanted a dog so we decided to adopt versus
buy and I thought that letting them volunteer at The Ark would be a great way to show them the responsibility of owning a dog. The initial plan was to get a dog in January of 2014 but as soon as they started
volunteering they took to Kirby due to his gentle nature. After only two weeks, the six month plan was out
the window and we decided to adopt Kirby.
On the car ride home Kirby sat in my teen’s lap happily wagging his tail. As soon as he got home he
marked his territory as all male dogs do. We were told to give him his space as he had been through much
trauma but Kirby was having none of that!!!! He came to us every minute to run and play, to be petted
and spoiled. By the end of the first day he had been taught how to play catch.
Kirby loves to go on walks. If he feels he has been ignored long enough he will go and get his leash himself.
Kirby is not a follower on the “lead”, definitely a leader – dragging us where he wants to go. He also loves
to play fetch with his favourite toy, a rabbit that I have sewn out of my teen’s old socks. He loves car rides,
open spaces, and enjoys the beach (though definitely not the sea!). House training wasn’t difficult and
he chooses whether he wants to sleep inside on his special bed or outside on the patio in his basket.
Despite his activity we have to watch his weight as he is very clever at getting snacks out of us. He looks
at you with his puppy dog eyes and your heart melts. He loves peanut butter and, believe it or not, Shirley
Biscuits! Not sure that would be high on the vet’s list of healthy snacks. As I have a bite, he too must get a
little piece. Shh... don’t tell.
Kirby is a wonderful guard dog and is very protective of
us all, especially me. Amazingly he senses when I’m
having my bad migraines and will sleep on the bed with
me to comfort me. He jealously guards us and his territory and unfortunately isn’t terribly well behaved
towards other dogs in our neighbourhood. If tested he
will not back down from any fight!! I suppose he’s
making sure no other dog is going to take his place.
However, when we’re out visiting friends, Kirby is quite
pleasant to cats and dogs alike.
I call him my peep-peep-cluck-cluck as he follows me
all around the house. I can’t make two steps and he is
not behind me. I know I am definitely his mummy as I do
not even get private bathroom time without Kirby
poking his head inside. He has different relationships
with every member of the family: my youngest with
whom he has quiet play and rub-ups; my teen has
rougher and far more active play and my husband is a
mixture of us all. Kirby is so much a part of the family I
cannot remember what it was like without him.

Julia
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Kirby enjoying life with his new family
We would love to hear from you!
Do you have an interesting animal story
that you would like to share in the newsletter? Did you re-home a rescued
dog? If so, we would like you to share
your story with us and have it featured in
the newsletter. Please send an email
with your story and photographs if possible to ark@caribsurf.com

Unable to Adobt a Dog? Why Not Foster?
As a foster parent to dogs, people often ask me, “How can you foster a dog knowing it will be adopted
out? Don’t you get attached and want to keep it? I would never be able to bring a dog in my house and
not want to keep it”. My response to questions such as those is usually, “Because they’re not my dogs. My
house is just a stepping stone to their forever home.”
Foster homes are essential for those times when a dog has to be housed at short notice and the Shelter is
full. The dogs come from many varied circumstances; often the owner can’t take care of (or want to
keep) their pet anymore, perhaps the owner has died or is moving away and sometimes the dog is a stray
who is malnourished and in need of more personal care.
Many rescued dogs have been broken by a human at some point in their life – whether it is from neglect,
starvation, confinement, abandonment, and/or physical abuse. For these dogs, being rescued is just the
beginning of their new life. Many have a long road of healing ahead and this is where a foster home and
family can come in to help.
A foster home is a place where these broken souls
heal from their wounds, and learn what it’s like to
be a dog again. They learn that hands and feet
aren’t there to inflict pain but are there for belly
rubs, petting and massages. They start learning to
trust humans, to trust that there will be food
provided for them regularly, a safe place to sleep,
and that hugs and cuddles are the best thing in the
world. They are spoiled with love and affection,
something many have never received before.
Slowly, but surely they start to relax, their carefree
selves start coming through and that is such a joy
to see.

Ni with one of her foster dogs

The hard part is waiting, waiting on that perfect
family to find their way to this wonderful dog. It is a
happy occasion when that day comes and it’s
time for your foster baby to go to their forever
home. Of course you’ve fallen in love with them,
it’s hard not to. Your heart may break a little when
you say goodbye, but you walk away with the
satisfaction of knowing you made a difference. It
can even be as dramatic as knowing you had a
hand in saving a dog’s life.

I hope some of you can find space in your house and heart to foster a dog. He or she may only be in your
home for a short time but the memory of your experience will be with you for a lifetime. Pet fostering is
tremendously rewarding and will enable you to truly make a difference to the lives of many animals at
their time of need.

Ni

For further information on fostering, visit our website www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com or
contact Dominique Maraj on 271-8931 (after 6.00 pm)
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Grateful Thanks

~ All the veterinary clinics and staff who are generous
with their time and fees when treating Ark animals.
~ H. Jason Jones for donations of bone meal every
few weeks.
~ Mark Maloney (Preconco) for his generous monthly
donations towards our dog food bills.
~ Dorin Boyce and Woodbourne Kennels for continuing to help with kennelling dogs who are in dire need
when we have no space.

~ Munchy Muncharoonies who donate 10% of
the proceeds from all sales to The Ark. Their
home made dog and cat treats can be ordered
at: muncharoonies@hotmail.com or call Sue
Callus on: 428-5112 / 239-0079.
~ Jan Downie who is always willing to help however she can - be it take a dog to the Vet, help
with a home check, support our fundraisers, and
much much more.
~ Peter Arthur (Kingdom Pets) for regular donations of dog chow.
~ Beth and Tracie for their dog chow donation.
~ Amanda Ramsay for her donation of toys.
~ Charles Cox of Office Solutions and Systems
and Tessa King-Inniss for all their work on the
newsletters.

Vita Sancta, Tel: (246) 231-2546
Email: petgrooming@vitasancta.com or
dogtraining@vitasancta.com

Ruff Cutts: Tel: (246) 265-2051
Email: ruffcuttsbarbados@gmail
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The ARK Christmas Market 2013

Our annual Christmas Market was held on November 16th and the many patrons who attended were not
disappointed! Our vendors pulled out all stops and there was a lovely, wide selection of crafts on display
for sale. Delicious hamburgers and fish cutters were on offer for lunch, followed by a sumptuous tea.
Twelve well-behaved Ark dogs wearing “Adopt Me” bandanas visited from the shelter with their handlers.
The Barbados Dog Training Club put on an agility display which was once again very well received.
Santa Claus photos were a new addition this year and special thanks go to Jen Beeson, Anne Marie
Hickey, Mikey and Rachel Horne and Ross Parker for giving of their professional help and time in making
this a success!
Throughout the afternoon and evening, the delightful music of DJ Larry Kinch kept the party going for
several hours!
This event continues to attract a large crowd and we give thanks to all who participated: stall-holders,
visitors and all volunteers from the entrance collectors to those who parked cars, manned the Ark stall,
brought the Ark dogs and served at the bar, lunch and tea tables. Thank you also to Gary Mendes for his
much appreciated donation of ice. Special thanks to DJ Larry Kinch and Mrs. Jean Ray and the Barbados
Dog Training Club. Extra special thanks to Lion Castle for the most beautiful venue!
This fundraiser plays a large role in funding our continued work at the shelter; we couldn’t do it without the
participation of each and every-one. Thank you!

(clockwise) Sheba – resplendent in her
Adopt Me scarf; Agility Display; ‘A day out’
– Volunteers with Ark dogs
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On A Lighter Note..

As we all prepare for Christmas why not check
your festive pet safety knowledge? Answers at
bottom of the page.
1. This common Christmas treat contains theobromine, which is highly toxic to dogs, but it is often
left wrapped with other presents, on dog level
tables or hanging on the tree. So make sure your
dog can’t get hold of any!
2. Frequently wrapped around the Christmas
tree, these decorations are sometimes chewed
and swallowed by cats to cause a nasty linear
foreign body. So they should always be fixed
securely.
3. A key ingredient in Christmas cakes, puddings
and mince pies. Large quantities can cause
kidney failure in dogs. So avoid giving foods containing them to your pets.
4. Which three festive decorative plants can
cause nasty tummy upsets if consumed by your
pets?
5. This is an important cause of repeated vomiting
in dogs and a possibility that vets must always
consider when normal routine is upset and there
are novelty items in the house.

"Dogs Welcome"
A man wrote a letter to a small hotel in a
Midwest town he planned to visit on his
vacation. He wrote:
I would very much like to bring my dog with
me. He is well-groomed and very well
behaved. Would you be willing to permit
me to keep him in my room with me at
night?
An immediate reply came from the hotel
owner, who wrote:
SIR: I've been operating this hotel for many
years. In all that time, I've never had a dog
steal towels, bedclothes, silverware or pictures off the walls. I've never had to evict a
dog in the middle of the night for being
drunk and disorderly. And I've never had a
dog run out on a hotel bill. Yes, indeed,
your dog is welcome at my hotel. And, if
your dog will vouch for you, you're welcome to stay here, too.

Joke
A priest was invited to attend a house party. Naturally,
he was properly dressed and wearing his Priest's Collar.
A little boy kept staring at him the entire evening.
Finally, the priest asked the little boy what he was staring at.
The little boy pointed to the priest's neck. When the
priest finally realized what the boy was pointing at, he
asked the boy, "Do you know why I am wearing that?"
The boy nodded his head yes, and replied, "It kills fleas
and ticks for up to three months".

Quiz answers: 1. Chocolate; 2. Tinsel and lametta; 3. Raisins and sultanas;
4. Holly, mistletoe and poinsettia; 5. Obstructed gut due to a swallowed foreign body
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Welcome New Members!
BAMBROUGH, Diane
CLARKE, Brian
KNOWLES, Debbie
LESSARD, David
STEEL-DUNCAN, Julianne
THOMAS, Rev. Clive
NORRIS, Heather (LIFE)

Spay and Neuter Programme

Shelter Donations
Always Welcome: PetCor; Tac-Tic; bags of Dog Chow for donation to needy families who can no longer afford to feed their pets.

Monthly Book Sale
Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each month at
the Big B Super Centre in Rendezvous. It takes place from 9am –
5pm. If you are looking for good books at great prices, come
along and check it out. We occasionally have book sales at Warrens and will let you know about those as they happen.

The Ark has spayed/neutered 27 dogs/pups and
7 cats/kittens between 1st Aug. and 31st Oct. If you have books in good condition that you would like to
donate, please contact: Sandie 428-4266, Liz Cole 438-6898 or
2013.
Jo 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a message)
The Ark is channeling most of our spay/neuter Sale Dates
requests to The RSPCA (Tel: 426 3077) or Trinity Tues. 7th Jan. 2013
Animal Clinic (Tel: 420-7894) and we thank Tues. 4th Mar. 2013
them for all the procedures they do for us.
If you are interested in having your dog or cat
spayed or neutered, please call us at 435 4108 or
contact the RSPCA directly.

Tues. 4th Feb. 2013
Tues. 1st Apr. 2013

This Christmas, what about Sponsoring a
Dog?

If you, or someone you know, would like to help a dog in our care
If you need help with transporting your animal, but cannot offer it a home, why not consider sponsorship? We
contact Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on Tel: have a few dogs who are hard to re-home and they would love to
243 0420.
have a relationship with someone who has a particular interest in
them. If you are interested in Sponsorship, please contact
Remember that cats and dogs cannot read and
Dominique on 271 8931.
write but they sure can multiply.
Thank you to the following people for their sponsorship:

Adoption Programme

~ Marilyn & Peter Weekes: Beth
~ Gill Croney: Harry & Bert
We are delighted that 49 dogs/pups and 4 cats ~ Sonia Bryant: Blossom
~ Nick Ferris: Cher
~ Sian in Design: Lady
have found new loving homes between 1st Aug ~ Angela & Barry: Garri-Girl
~ Anonymous Animal Lover: Ella
and 30th Nov. 2012. This brings our total for the ~ Mandy Atwell: Maxine
year so far to 130 dogs/pups and 7 cats/kittens.
If you are interested in having a cat or dog join
your family please contact us at 435-4108 or you
can also email us at ark@caribsurf.com.
Some of the dogs in our care looking for homes
can be seen on our website:
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com
or our Facebook page: Ark-Animal-WelfareSociety-of-Barbados
All animals re-homed as part of this program
cannot be kept in kennels or chained for long
periods of time, as this is against the law. We
require that all properties are fully enclosed to
provide a safe environment for the animal; while
also ensuring they do not become a nuisance in
the area.

The ARK telephone number is 435-4108. Please
remember that our phone lines are not manned 24
hours a day so in animal emergencies please contact your local vet.
If you use Facebook keep up to date on our activities at:
Ark Animal Welfare Society Barbados.
Lost/Found: THE DOG FOUND BARBADOS is a group on Facebook
where you can post information lost and found animal
Pet Patrol
The Sanitation Service Authority will remove dead animals
struck in vehicular accidents or pets who have died at home.
The public HOTLINE for reports is 426-4625.
Turtle Hotline
If turtle tracks or activity are seen, please call the TURTLE HOTLINE
at 230-0142 to make a report.
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The ARK
Animal Welfare Society
Member Society WSPA
Registered Charity No. 428
P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church, Barbados
Tel: (246) 435-4108, email: ark@caribsurf.com
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

Merry Christmas!

Change of address? Please don't forget to let us
know if you change your postal or email address.

Happy New Year!
Mission Statement

To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

Executive Committee President: Mr. Bob Parravicino

Vice President: Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
Honorary Treasurer: Mrs. Jennifer Pequeneza

429-0347
438-6898/232-9706
428-1803
435-6460

Committee Members

Mrs Josie Andrade
Mrs. Mandy Atwell
Miss Dominique Maraj
Mr. Stuart Martin
Miss Debra Nascimento
Ms. Isolde Pottkamper

264-4547
271-8931
428-4266
420-2310

Ex-Officio Members Mrs. Sandie Martin (Books)

Mrs. T. King-Inniss (Newsletter - Layout)

428-4266
-

