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Dear Ark Members,

The President's Letter

As Barbados struggles with economic problems, more pet owners are finding it difficult to care
for their pets and we continue to receive enquiries from people who are emigrating, requesting
our help with re-homing their dogs and cats – and even a horse and a rabbit! Whenever possible, we are encouraging those leaving to try and take their pets with them.
In many instances, it is simple steps and practical actions such as those below, that can ensure
pets keep healthy and are not too much of a burden to your budget –
~ spaying and neutering is important to avoid unwanted litters of puppies and kittens and
cannot be emphasized enough .. (a recent distress call told the tale of two female cats yielding a dozen kittens .. with promised homes not becoming a reality) and there are health benefits too;
~ daily cleaning of the outside areas where pets relieve themselves goes a long way to reducing the risk of worms;
~ feeding wisely ... a good chow plus a few table scraps (but no bones, especially no chicken
bones) ... and measuring the chow given at each meal ensures that there is no wastage; consider giving your pet a time limit to eat its meal, then pick up the balance and keep in fridge
for addition to the next meal;
~ fresh water daily is a must for healthy pets;
~ dogs do not need to be bathed weekly (a good brushing is much better for them); however,
checking your dogs for ticks and fleas at least twice weekly will ensure that you nip in the bud
any infestations of these dangerous parasites. There are treatments such as Amitraz baths
which are not expensive and are quite effective. Plus, the time spent with your pets is therapeutic for them and you!
~ Keep a small container of chow, a little tin of sausages and a bottle of water in your car for
strays - even if you cannot rescue a dog, you will at least be making sure that he or she has
had a meal.
~ Suggest a rescued dog or puppy to anyone thinking of getting a pet; most times, they make
the best companions!
Please encourage all who touch your lives - household help, family, friends, co-workers - to do
the same.
We look forward to receiving any other helpful suggestions you may have!
Sincerely,
Bob Parravicino
President
Give an Ark gift this Christmas
Are you stuck for ideas? What can you buy the person who seems to have everything? Why not
give an Ark Membership this year? Email us at ark@caribsurf.com or download the form from
our website.
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Looking for New Homes

Baxter

Male - medium - neutered

DOB: Approx 2009

Baxter is an extremely "pretty" and playful dog – just look at those ears!
Super loving, friendly and also quite inquisitive, he adores people and
being the centre of attention. Baxter had an owner who one day decided
he no longer wanted him, so just stopped feeding him! Baxter can be
adopted as a single dog or with a female dog - no male dogs as he prefers
the opposite sex when it comes to his canine friends.

Skippy

Male - medium - neutered

DOB: Nov/Dec 2012

Skippy was found by St. Lucy’s Roundabout, underweight and scared. He
is still at the stage where he is all legs and quite “gangly” looking but when
full grown he should be quite large. Skippy is a kind & gentle dog who will
thrive in a home environment and become your best friend. He is a happy,
friendly dog who is playful and energetic – he loves to play fetch! Ideally
he needs a home with a companion – probably a female – around his age
and size and a nice large area for him to be able to run and play in.

Little Goliath Male - very small - neutered

DOB: Early 2012

Little Goliath (LG) has it all: looks and personality. He is a very friendly and
happy dog with beautiful markings and a unique look about him. LG is
probably all of 15 lbs at a push and he has one of the sweetest little faces
around. One must come to meet him in person to see what we mean and
we guarantee he will just melt your heart. Found as a scared stray, he took
a few days to allow himself to be caught and then was fostered before
coming in to The Ark. LG is very much a people dog who gets on well with
other dogs and children and would make a great addition to any family.

Charlie J Male - small & stocky - neutered

DOB: October 2011

Charlie is an adorable, friendly and extremely smart dog with a wonderfully kind and gentle disposition. Charlie gets on well with all dogs no
matter what gender or size, loves human interaction, car rides and he is
also good with children. As Charlie is part Jack Russell, he can be a bit of
an escape artist so any potential home must be Charlie proof! Charlie was
adopted from us as a pup but due to serious health issues of his owners,
they very reluctantly have had to give him up.
The Ark always has dogs and cats looking to start the next chapter of
their life with a loving family. If you would like to give a home to any of
our animals, please call us at 435-4108 or email at ark@caribsurf.com
If you are interested, please call us and find out how we can help you
make your home ready for a new pet. You can also visit our kennels at
Sugarland Farm in St George, please call us to make arrangement.
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Happy Tales! Frankie’s Story
One day when I was helping at The Ark kennels I spotted an older looking dog called Francis who
reminded me of a dog I had many years ago. Francis was about ten years old and he had spent his life
tied on a chain outside someone's house. A huge wave of emotion rushed through me - how could
anyone treat a dog in this way? Yet here he was standing with his grey muzzle licking my hand, looking
into my eyes, and wagging his tail frantically. From that moment on I knew that I had to give this poor old
chap his "forever home "and make up for his lost years.
My husband took some convincing but finally agreed and we were both delighted to take Francis home
with us. We walked him around the house and garden, with me telling him in my 'silly mummy voice' that
this was his new home and he was never going to be tied up again, ever.
Later that afternoon we took him over to the East Coast beach and Francis (now called Frankie) had the
time of his life. He didn't know where to look first, his tail was constantly wagging as he ran and explored
things he had never seen before, then stopping every few minutes to check we were still there. It brought
tears to my eyes to see him so happy.
That evening I was preparing dinner whilst my husband kept his eye on Frankie, and when I went outside
my husband was sitting with his feet in the swimming pool and his arm around Frankie who was lying next
to him. I knew then that this was the start of a beautiful friendship.
On a more practical level, Frankie needed house training as he was going to be an inside dog. It didn't take
me long to realise that Frankie was extremely deaf - ten
years old and deaf - this wasn't going to be easy. As it
turned out, it only took 3 weeks which just goes to show
that you can teach an old dog new tricks!

Frankie and Carol at the beach

Frankie, like many other older dogs, is not in great
health. Apart from being almost totally deaf, and
having arthritis in his legs, he also suffers from bloat,
which can be a life threatening condition. Bloat is
caused by eating or drinking too quickly and taking in
too much air, which bloats the stomach and causes
damage to internal organs. This can result in death if
the stomach twists. One large meal a day instead of
two smaller ones can also be a cause of bloat, as can
exercising too soon, before or after a meal.

To combat the bloat, Frankie has three home cooked smaller meals each day which has helped but his
tummy still bloats, He is not a fast eater, but he drinks lots and lots of water and it is the way he gulps his
water that is bloating him. We can see it before our very eyes as he drinks. I now have a specially
designed water bowl which enables Frankie to have the water he needs but without gulping it. Drinking
from a shallow tray instead of a deep water bowl has a similar effect.
We have had Frankie for 6 months now and the sight of him wagging his tail when he sees me first thing in
the morning really sets me up for the day. He has so many funny little things he does that we are still discovering. The first time he spotted the television he looked flabbergasted. He couldn't hear it but he couldn't
take his eyes off it. The television isn't the only thing he found interesting; candles, lamps, curtains blowing
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Continued -->

in the breeze, tree frogs jumping across the kitchen floor, clothes on the washing line are all intriguing to
him. I have got myself a ten year old puppy and we’re loving every minute with him.
I love the way he follows me around everywhere, and the way he tries to walk between my legs rather
than next to them; not ideal when I’m carrying a glass of wine! If he wakes from a nap and can't see me,
he trots off looking for me all over the place, not giving up until he finds me. When friends come into the
house he puppy nips at their legs and when they leave he howls at the gate. Sometimes when he finishes
his dinner, he picks up his bowl and brings it into the lounge. He slobbers water all over the place just when
I've mopped the floors. He will sit panting outside in the sun next to my sun bed, rather than come inside in
the shade and be on his own. On more than one occasion he has been sound asleep snoring on his bed,
and the next minute he has rolled off onto the floor waking with a startled look on his face. I would be
telling fibs if I said we hadn't giggled at him, after helping him back up of course!
He has made us really happy, and although nothing
could ever make up for the first ten years of his life, we
intend to make the rest, the BEST years of his life.
I would like to say thank you to Mandy Atwell for doing
the most important thing for Frankie, by rescuing him
from his tethered life and bringing him into The Ark. Without Mandy, Frankie would probably have ended his
days never knowing what it is like to be loved.
And finally I would like to put in a good word for older
dogs – they too make fun and loving pets without the
difficulties that can come with younger dogs and puppies.

Carol
Adopting a dog is not just about giving
the animal a life - you are giving it its
world. Our own worlds are vast, with
numerous options and opportunities, but
for these animals what you are able to
give them, a new home, is their whole
world, and that is an amazing gift to be
able to give.

Frankie enjoying the beach

The Ark Fundraising
Calendar 2014
Our 2013 calendar was a great success, selling
out in just a few weeks, so we are doing another
one for 2014. Once again the calendar will
feature photographs of some of the wonderful
dogs who have passed through The Ark’s doors
on their way to their loving new homes. To make
sure you don’t miss getting your 2014 calendar,
why not pre-order by emailing us at
ark@caribsurf.com or send us a cheque and
we’ll post one out to you when they are ready.
The calendar costs $20 (plus $2/calendar for
postage). They make excellent Christmas presents.

We would love to hear from you! Do you have an interesting animal story that you would like to
share in the newsletter? Did you re-home a rescued dog? If so, we would like you to share your
story with us and have it featured in the newsletter. Please send an email with your story and
photographs if possible to ark@caribsurf.com
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Bingo!
On June 15th the Ark held a very successful fundraising Bingo evening at the Living Water Centre, St.
David’s, Christ Church. After a break from Bingo of a couple of years, our supporters came out in large
numbers, far more than we had anticipated - there was a short delay while we raided the Centre’s cafe
and office to find more tables and chairs! The Bingo games proceeded without a hitch and a great evening was enjoyed by all. Many of those who turned up had not played Bingo before and definitely had
beginner’s luck, winning more than one game.
We cannot thank the members of the Living Water Centre enough for their tremendous generosity and
support in lending us their hall and working alongside us to set up and clean up afterwards.
The sponsors of the games played a huge part in making this event possible and we would like to thank
them all for the prizes they provided. They include The Pot Warehouse, The Gourmet Shop, Seasons Shop,
Cool Runnings, Glo Spa, Orange Street Grocer, 39 Steps Restaurant, Carters General Stores, Brown Sugar,
SBI Inc., J & S Fitness, Earthworks, The Beach House, Dolly’s, Island Bags, Archer’s Hall, Waterfront Cafe,
Cafe Moya, Jennifer Weekes, Andrea Urlass, Marilyn Weekes, and the ladies of the Barbados Golf Club.

Grateful Thanks

~ Femme Couture, ChCh. who will donate

$1 for every item sold until 31 Oct. 2013.
~ Family and friends of Lorraine Parravicino for their donations in her memory.
~ Stacey Choat, Sue and Sasha Johnson for bottle feeding 3 pups who all
survived and have been adopted.
~ Mark Maloney for his monthly donation towards our food bill.
~ Denise Winters for her gifts for the
dogs and also her donation..
~ Angela Jeffers and Ziggy who was
placed Second Runner-Up in the
recent Roberts and Vitapet Dog and
Puppy Foods "Barbados Cutest Dogs"
Contest. Ziggy happily donated his
Prize (Dog Chow obtained through his
Voucher from Roberts Manufacturing )
to The Ark.
~ Muncharoonies, who donate 20% of
the proceeds from all sales to The Ark.
~ And finally, to all our volunteers
without whom The Ark
could not operate.

5

The Ark Annual Christmas Market
Our Christmas Market will be held on Saturday 16th November
at Lion Castle Polo Club, St. Thomas, so please make a note in
your diary to come along and support us. Not only is it a great
day out for with something for all the family, but it’s also our
main fundraising event of the year. If you would like to book a
stall or help in any way such as donating tea items or giving
some time on the day, please get in touch with any member of
the committee.

In Memory of Zoe
Zoe was adopted from The
Ark in early 2006 when she was
around one year old. She had
a tough start to life, being
both abused and abandoned, but found a good,
loving home for the 7 years
she was with the Gosselin
family.
She was a very gentle, kind

Zoe – loved by Lukas and Christian hearted dog and was loved

very much. Sadly her family
had to make the difficult decision to send her to dog
heaven due to ill health and
they miss her terribly. The Ark
thanks you for giving Zoe such
a wonderful home.

Welcome New Members!
KING Jean
PARRAVICINO, Christopher (LIFE)
STOUTE, Heather
TROTMAN, Cynthia Patricia
WHITE, Lisa

Spay and Neuter Programme
The Ark has spayed/neutered 33 dogs and 12
cats between 1st March and 31st July 2013.
The Ark is channeling most of our spay/neuter
requests to The RSPCA (Tel: 426-3077) and we
thank them for all the procedures they do for
us.
If you are interested in having your dog or cat
spayed or neutered, please call us at 435-4108
or contact the RSPCA directly.
If you need help with transporting your animal,
contact Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on Tel:
243-0420.

Shelter Donations
Always Welcome: Towels, PetCor; Tac-Tic; bags of Dog Chow for
donation to needy families who can no longer afford to feed
their pets.

What About Sponsoring a Dog?
If you, or someone you know, would like to help a dog in our care
but cannot offer it a home, why not consider sponsorship? We
have a few dogs who are hard to re-home and they would love to
have a relationship with someone who has a particular interest in
them. If you are interested in Sponsorship, please contact Dominique on 271 8931.
Thank you to the following people who are currently sponsoring
dogs :
Annie Gage - Kirby
Marilyn and Peter Weekes - Beth
Esther Hunte - Charlie
Gill Croney - Harry & Bert

Monthly Book Sale

Remember that cats and dogs cannot read
and write but they sure can multiply.

Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each month
at the Big B Super Centre in Rendezvous. It takes place from 9am
– 5pm. If you are looking for good books at great prices, come
along and check it out.

Adoption Programme

If you have books in good condition that you would like to
donate, please contact: Sandie 428-4266, Liz Cole 438-6898 or
Jo 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a message)

We are delighted that 56 dogs and 3 kittens
have found new loving homes between 1st
March and 31st July 2013. This brings our totals
. to 81 dogs and 3 kittens.
for 2013
If you are interested in having a cat or dog join
your family please contact us at 435-4108 or
you can also email us at ark@caribsurf.com.
Some of the dogs in our care looking for homes
can be seen on our website:
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com
or our Facebook page:
Ark-Animal-Welfare-Society-of-Barbados
All animals re-homed as part of this program
cannot be kept in kennels or chained for long
periods of time, as this is against the law. We
require that all properties are fully enclosed to
provide a safe environment for the animal;
while also ensuring they do not become a
nuisance in the area.

Sale Dates

Tues. 3rd Sep. 2013
Tues. 5th Nov. 2013

Tues. 1st Oct. 2013
Tues. 3rd Dec. 2013

The ARK telephone number is 435-4108. Please
remember that our phone lines are not manned 24
hours a day so in animal emergencies please contact your local vet.
If you use Facebook keep up to date on our activities at:
Ark Animal Welfare Society Barbados.
Lost/Found: THE DOG FOUND BARBADOS is a group on Facebook
where you can post information lost and found animal
Pet Patrol
The Sanitation Service Authority will remove dead animals
struck in vehicular accidents or pets who have died at home.
The public HOTLINE for reports is 426-4625.
Turtle Hotline
If turtle tracks or activity are seen, please call the TURTLE HOTLINE
at 230-0142 to make a report.
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The ARK
Animal Welfare Society
Member Society WSPA
Registered Charity No. 428
P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church, Barbados
Tel: (246) 435-4108, email: ark@caribsurf.com
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

Change of address? Please don't forget to let us
know if you change your postal or email address.

Mission Statement

To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

Executive Committee President: Mr. Bob Parravicino

Vice President: Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
Treasurer: Mrs. Jennifer Pequeneza

429-0347
438-6898/232-9706
428-1803
435-6460

Committee Members

Mrs Josie Andrade
Mrs. Mandy Atwell
Miss Dominique Maraj
Mr. Stuart Martin
Miss Debra Nascimento
Ms. Isolde Pottkamper

264-4547
271-8931
428-4266
420-2310

Ex-Officio Members Mrs. Sandie Martin (Books)

Mrs. T. King-Inniss (Newsletter - Layout)

428-4266
-

