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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Dear Ark Members,
In 2016, the island of Barbados has achieved 50 years of Independence.
Also in 2016, The Ark has just completed our 18th year as a charitable organization!
Hard to believe that what started out as a handful of concerned animal lovers,
gathered to express their abhorrence at the inhumane method of euthanasia being
used in 1998, would today be a full-fledged charity which has helped so many
animals, especially dogs and cats.
And the rescuing, spaying/neutering and re-homing continues unabated every
day.
We are extremely proud to have been a major player in the advancement of spaying/neutering in
Barbados - having been told in 1994 that these procedures were “not part of we culture”, it has been
proven time and time again that many of our citizens have realised the benefits of “fixing” their pets with a continuous waiting list at the Barbados S.P.C.A. for such ops.
Put simply, there are just not enough homes for all the dogs and cats that come into this world. Please
encourage anyone you know who has a pet dog or cat to be responsible and get them spayed or neutered: it is
the only way the problem of unwanted animals will ever be solved.
Enough of the serious stuff!
As 2016 comes to a close, the thought of all the animals we have helped over the past year certainly makes me
smile. I can say with confidence that they are all in happy new homes or safely with us at the Shelter. It feels
good to know that through all our efforts we have changed the lives of so many animals for the better. So I
must extend a big thank you to our staff, volunteers and supporters who have made it possible.
On behalf of The Ark Committee, please accept my warmest wishes for a wonderful Christmas and a Happy,
Healthy 2017!
Sincerely,

Bob Parravicino
President

Reminder! Subscription Renewal
This is the time of year when yearly Members’ subscriptions
expire. We depend on the regular income from Membership fees
to keep the shelter running.
Renewing is very simple: just complete the enclosed Membership
form and return it to us with your payment. What could be
easier!

Proceedings of the 18th Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given of the 18th Annual General Meeting of The Ark Animal Welfare Society. All paid up
members are invited to attend.
Date:
Time:
Place:
Chair:

Wednesday 18th January 2017
2:00 p.m. (prompt start please)
Barbados Yacht Club, Bay Street, St Michael
Mr. Stuart Martin

Agenda:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

Apologies for absence
Confirmation of the Minutes of the 17th A.G.M. held on Wednesday 20th January, 2016
Report for the year 2016 and future plans
Consideration and approval of the Audited Accounts of 2015/2016
Appointment of Auditors for 2016/2017
Election of Executive Officers of the Society
Election of Committee Members of the Society
General Business

Johanna Gamblin
Honorary Secretary
-

Copies of the Audited Accounts for 2015/2016 will be available at the A.G.M. or can be obtained
beforehand by contacting The Ark (435-4108) or the Secretary (428-1803).

-

Copies of the Minutes of the 17th A.G.M. will be available at the A.G.M. or can be obtained beforehand by
contacting The Ark or the Secretary.

What To Do If Your Pet Goes Missing
Unfortunately, at this time of year pets often go missing. We can be distracted by all the Christmas festivities, visitors
might accidentally leave your gate open and fireworks can startle your pet so they run off and get lost. What is important
is to know what you can do to maximise the chances of finding your pet dog or cat if they do go missing.
1.

Keep a couple of up-to date photos of your pet.

2.

Make sure your dog is registered with the Animal Control Centre and put a collar with the A.C.C. tag on your dog.
Also, attach a tag to the collar with the name of your dog and your telephone number. See page 5 of this newsletter
for information about getting a tag from The Ark.

3.

If you do not have tags, then write your phone number in permanent marker on the collar - or use a piece of elastic
and the marker

4.

As soon as you realise your pet is missing, contact the Animal Control Centre (425-1033) and the R.S.P.C.A. (4263077) sending them a photo of your pet with a brief description, his/her name and your contact numbers. Also
contact vet clinics near your home, The Ark (435-4108) and The Hope (826-2060).

5.

Post photos, the name of your dog/cat and your telephone number on the Facebook website for lost and found pets
Barbados: https://www.facebook.com/groups/LostandFoundPetsBarbados/

6.

It is also helpful to get posters made and put up in the area where your pet went missing.

7.

If possible, place an advert in the week-end newspapers.

NEVER GIVE UP HOPE.
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LOOKING FOR NEW HOMES
Jenny
Female
| Size: Medium | DOB: March 2015 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Not only is Jenny a beauty, she is also very loving and playful, enjoying belly
rubs and playing fetch. Somewhat of a social butterfly, Jenny has many
doggie friends at The Ark, both male and female. She's also very good with
children of all ages. Jenny was found very underweight in Batts Rock and
was initially fostered by the kind person who found her until there was
space at The Ark. Jenny needs to be adopted into a home with at least one
other dog for her to play with - or even better, why not adopt her with one
of her Ark friends!

Slater
Male
| Size: Small | DOB: December 2015 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Meet Slater, an extremely loving, happy, friendly and playful youngster.
Slater will fit into any family home; he adores attention, is excellent with
children of all ages and interacts well with all other dogs. Truly a gem of a
dog! Slater was found as a stray, severely underweight and tick infested.
Slater was fostered by the couple who found him, however as much as they
would have loved to adopt him, they already had 10 dogs and 4 cats and it
was just not possible.

Scooby
Male
| Size: Medium | DOB: 2013 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Scooby is currently being fostered and is one very happy dog. He was found
in a private garden - we believe he was abandoned there as it would have
been impossible for him to have got over the 10ft wall on his own. When
found, Scooby was severely underweight, tick infested and quite timid.
However, with the love and attention given to him by his foster family, he
has developed into a gentle and very loving dog who is good with children
and other dogs. Scooby is ready and waiting for his new home.

Leia
Female
| Size: Medium | DOB: April 2016 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Leia is a beautiful young dog whose photos really don’t do her justice. She
was found underweight and scared on the doorstep of a caring couple who
looked after her before bringing her to The Ark. Leia has so much love to
give - always at the kennel door ready to greet you and give her paw to say
‘hello’. She's eager to meet and make new friends and, of course, she's
hoping someone will fall in love in with her and give her a loving home. She
gets on well with children and other dogs and will be an affectionate and
loyal addition to any family.
If you’d like to give a home to any of our animals, please call: 435-4108 or email: ark@caribsurf.com
You can also visit our kennels at Sugarland Farm in St George, please call us to make an arrangement.

Sally Celebrates Christmas with her New Family
I moved to Barbados with my family in May this year and, after hearing about the great work done at The Ark, I
started to volunteer there. On my second visit a fellow volunteer, Isy, asked if I had room for a mum and 6
puppies who had been found on a doorstep. A few days later Sally and her 6 little balls of fluff were delivered!
Although my partner, John, agreed that they could stay until The Ark had
space, he was adamant that he would have nothing to do with them.
However, after a week of trying to ignore them he was happily helping with
bottle feeding as Sally was undernourished and could not feed them
enough herself.
Our dog, Jess, was initially scared of the puppies but soon became a great
Aunty, chasing them around and allowing them to use her as a climbing
frame whilst Sally watched on. Jess tried to engage Sally in play but she
ignored her and did not seem to enjoy cuddles from us either although she
loved walks in the fields and slept with Jess.
Unfortunately, Sally did have a few bad habits and she would not walk on a
lead and ran away if we tried to get her into the car. In the three weeks
that Sally was with us, Harry (my son) and I decided to start some training.
We thought if we could train her out of some of her bad habits she would
find a loving home more easily. We were making steady progress and then
a kennel at The Ark became available. I asked John to take them in as
I would have been a blubbering mess. I knew that the puppies would find
homes quickly but worried about little Sally.

Sally and her growing pups

I visited the Ark the following week to help with the dog walks. I was pleased to see
the pups were thriving (and had all been reserved) but Sally looked so sad. I asked
Isy if I could foster her and without telling John (as he would have said no!) brought
her home the following week. Harry was over the moon as was Jess. John on the
other hand was less pleased and concerned that she couldn't be trained. He agreed
to give me some time to train Sally but said if it didn’t work she would have to
return to the Ark. The pressure was on!
The great news is that with a little patience and lots
of treats Sally no longer steals food, she walks on her
lead like a show dog, never chews her collar, waits
near to the car rather than running away and
recently learnt to sit. John is very happy with this.
For me, the best news is that she has learned to play
and spends hours running around with Jess playing
with a variety of toys and balls. We are all delighted
that she’s now a permanent member of our family.
Sally enjoys a walk
When she first came to us, Sally was a scrawny little thing who would cower and
run if approached but now she bounds towards us when we come home and
loves a cuddle. She is a very happy dog and we wouldn't be without her now.
We’re looking forward to celebrating our first Christmas in Barbados and our
first Christmas with Sally as part of the family. Thank you all at The Ark for all
you do. You are amazing!

Written by Karen Mumby

Sally enjoying a cuddle
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Grateful Thanks
K9 Friends - Barbados, for another extremely generous
donation of dog chow. They continue to help our animals
and provide them with the complete nourishment they
need for healthy lives.
The Barbados Boxer Club for the extremely generous
donation they made when they ceased operating.

Pet I.D. Tags Available from The Ark
With New Year’s firework displays coming up, now is a
good time to get an I.D. tag for your pet. Animals are
often so startled by fireworks that they run off and get
lost; having a pet tag will help in reuniting them with you.
You can buy I.D. pet tags directly from us at the Shelter on
a Saturdays with FREE engraving at Blades Trophies,
located in Golf Club Road. The tags cost $20 and Blades
will donate $5 to The Ark for each tag purchased.

Patricia Stanley, Paul Nicholls and Karen Mumby who all
provided valuable foster homes when urgently needed.
Sue Callus of Munchy Muncharoonies for ongoing monthly
donations and fostering in emergencies.
Family and friends of Wolfgang “Ted” Maritsch for their
donations in his memory.
Jennifer Pequeneza for hosting our successful Christmas
Yard Sale.
2nd Encore for their generous donations of quality clothing
for our Yard Sale.
Senior students from Lockerbie College for their
invaluable assistance in helping to ensure the Yard Sale
was a success.
Olga Sosa (Bourne) for her invaluable help with transport
with everything from taking dogs to be spayed to dropping
of chow for families in need.
Annie & Roy, from England, for the amazing quantity of
gifts they brought for the second year running - everything
from toys for the dogs to practical things for the Shelter.
Houssein, a British singer/song writer, along with friend
Callum, took time out of their holiday to visit the Shelter
and bring a cash donation and toys for the dogs. Houssein
has created a video of his visit which you can view on You
Tube at: Houssein: giving abandoned puppies some toys.

Thank you from 3 pups looking for a home!

Give an Ark Gift this Christmas
Why not consider a gift from The Ark for someone
this Christmas? We have lovely tea towels ($20 each),
Greetings Cards (blank inside - $10/pack of 4), Tshirts and Polo shirts in different colours ($25 and
$40 each) and (at the time of going to print) there are
a few 2017 calendars left but you’ll have to be quick!
Please email us or telephone Jennifer Pequeneza (228
1677) to place your order.

Welcome New Members
We are delighted to
welcome the following
five new members:
ANITA CAITO
AKILAH MARTIN
CHRISTINE SANDIFORD
ADRIAN+SANDRA WIGGINS

Spay & Neuter Programme
The Ark has spayed/neutered 39 dogs and 50 cats between
1st July and 31st October 2016 bringing our total for the
year so far to 96 dogs and 81 cats. The Ark is channelling
some of our spay/neuter requests to The RSPCA and we
thank them for all the procedures they do for us.
If you are interested in having your dog or cat spayed or
neutered, please call us at 435-4108 or contact the RSPCA
directly (Tel: 426-3077).
If you need help with transporting your animal, contact
Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on Tel: 243-0420.

Adoption Programme
We are delighted that 53 dogs and 1 cat have found new
loving homes between 1st August and 30th November 2016
bringing our totals for the year to 144 dogs and 7 cats.
If you are interested in having a cat or dog join your family
please contact us at 435-4108 or you can email us at
ark@caribsurf.com. Some of the dogs in our care looking
for homes can be seen on our website:
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com or search for us on
Facebook and YouTube.

All animals re-homed as part of this program cannot be
kept in kennels or chained for long periods of time, as this
is against the law. We require that all properties
are fully enclosed to provide a safe environment
for the animal; while also ensuring they do not
become a nuisance in the area.

Sponsor a Dog
If you, or someone you know, would like to help a dog in
our care but cannot offer it a home, why not consider
sponsorship? We have a few dogs who are hard to rehome and they would love to have a relationship with
someone who has a particular interest in them.
If you are interested in Sponsorship, please contact
Dominique on 271 8931.
Thank you to the following people who are currently
sponsoring dogs :
Anonymous – Nina
Fiona Watson – Oscar
Sonia Bryant – Tommy
Anonymous – Nina
Gill Croney – Harry and Lady
Clifford Hall – Mona, Reggie, Eddie and Luis
Ueli Zahler and Judith Binter – Shiloh and Shadow

Monthly Book Sale
Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each
month at the Massy Supermarket Rendezvous. It takes
place from 9am – 5pm. If you are looking for good books
at great prices, come along and check it out.
If you have books in good condition that you would like to
donate, please contact: Sandie Martin 428-4266, Liz Cole
438-6898 or Jo Gamblin 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a
message).

SALE DATES

Tues. 3rd January
Tues. 7th February
Tues. 7th March
Tues – 4th April

The ARK: 435-4108

Our phones are not manned 24 hours a day.
In animal emergencies please contact your local vet.
Lost and Found Pets Barbados, a group on Facebook
where you can post info on lost/found animals.

Shelter Donations
Always Welcome: Towels, PetCor; Tac-Tic; bags
of Dog and Cat Chow for donation to needy
families who are finding it difficult to feed
their pets.

Pet Patrol: The Sanitation Service Authority will
remove dead animals: 426-4625 or 430 5019.
Turtle Hotline: If turtle tracks or activity are seen,
please call the TURTLE HOTLINE at 230-0142 to make
a report.

The Ark Animal Welfare Society Tel. (246) 435-4108 | Email: ark@caribsurf.com | www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

DECEMBER 2016 Newsletter

6

From:

The Ark Animal Welfare Society, Barbados
Registered Charity No. 428 | Member Society WSPA

P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church, Barbados
Tel: (246) 435-4108, Email: ark@caribsurf.com
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

Executive Committee

President: Mr. Bob Parravicino
Vice President: Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
Treasurer: Mrs. Jennifer Pequeneza

429-0347
438-6898/232-9706
428-1803
228-1677

Committee Members

Miss Dominique Maraj
Mr. Stuart Martin
Ms. Isolde Pottkamper
Mrs Donna Murray-Wiltshire
Anne Martindale

271-8931
428-4266
420-2310
228-2233
-

Mrs. Sandie Martin (Books)
Ms. Michele Morland (Newsletter)

428-4266
-

Ex-Officio Members

Trustees: Mr. C. Brian Barnes, Mr. Bob Parravicino, Mr. Stephen Walcott
BECOME A MEMBER OF THE ARK: The ethical treatment of animals is an idea whose time has come.
I support the efforts of The ARK, and I want to become a member. I enclose a cheque for $___________.
I will receive newsletters each year and a notice to attend the Annual General Meeting.
Name ______________________________Tel: ____________________ Email ________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________ Signature ___________________
Please indicate whether you wish to receive newsletters by post (_____) or email (_____)
Minimum Annual Donation: $30, Life Membership: $500, Under 18 years: $20 or Overseas Membership: U.S.$30
Please make cheques payable to: THE ARK ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY. Mail To: The Ark, P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church

MISSION STATEMENT
To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

