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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Dear Ark Members,
The year 2017 draws to a close and, as usual, we send our December newsletter
to every member, taking the opportunity to include Membership Forms for those
whose subscriptions will shortly become due. We know that a lot of our members
have specified that they wish to receive the newsletters by email however, included
on Page 2 is an invitation to attend The Ark A.G.M. so postage is saved both ways!
Sometimes, being a Committee member can be discouraging: you give of your all
day after day, month after month, year after year and still the dogs (and cats) keep
arriving on the doorstep with never-ending frequency. It would appear that while
many people don’t mind becoming members, not many want to take on the
challenge of serving on a Committee and there is concern about what will happen
when the “old guard” have to resign.
On Saturday 25th November, while standing in line at the bank in “Big B”, that worry was greatly relieved by
the sight of a little girl approximately 6 years old who had been given some coins to put in our collection dog
near the exit … she didn’t just drop the coins in and depart … she patted and hugged the dog, then she stroked the cat,
then she checked the dog’s collar and tag – totally engrossed and chatting to the figurines all the while!
A little child shall lead them: it was delightful to watch! And gave a comforting feeling that the future is in good hands.
Another example of my optimism for the future are the boys and girls on the cover of this newsletter. These young
people give up their Saturdays to come and take the dogs for a walk and give them some love and attention. The dogs
love it, and the children learn about caring for animals which they will hopefully put into practice once they become
adults. This is the way animal welfare on the island will improve in years to come.
In the meantime, can I ask you to take a leaf from these children’s book and see if there is any way you can volunteer
some of your time to The Ark? There are many ways you can help: from standing for election to the Committee, to
helping with transport, fostering, helping at fundraising events or visiting the shelter to spend time with the dogs. Please
get in touch with any of the Committee members to discuss how best you can help.
Wishing each and every one a Happy Christmas and New Year.

Sincerely,

Bob Parravicino
President

Our deepest condolences go to the family and colleagues of Dr. Kim Brandford, loving veterinarian at The Veterinary
Clinic.
Also, we share the sad news of the passing of Guenter Hasch, founder member of The Ark.

The Ark helps Dominica
In September Dominica was severely damaged by Hurricane Irma. To help the
poor unfortunate animals who suffered as a result of the storm, The Ark gave
a donation of $1000 for dog and cat chow. The photo (right) is of Jo Gamblin
giving a cheque to Julia Armstrong of Atlantic Marketing who supplied and
delivered the chow. We would like to think we have made a difference and
that the people of Dominica and their pets can restore their lives after such
devastation.

Proceedings of the 19th Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given of the 19th Annual General Meeting of The Ark Animal Welfare Society. All paid up
members are invited to attend.
Date:
Time:
Place:
Chair:

Wednesday 24th January 2018
2:00 p.m. (prompt start please)
Barbados Yacht Club, Bay Street, St Michael
Mr. Stuart Martin

Agenda:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

Apologies for absence
Confirmation of the Minutes of the 18th A.G.M. held on Wednesday 18th January, 2017
Report for the year 2017 and future plans
Consideration and approval of the Audited Accounts of 2016/2017
Appointment of Auditors for 2017/2018
Election of Executive Officers of the Society
Election of Committee Members of the Society
General Business

Johanna Gamblin
Honorary Secretary
-

Copies of the Audited Accounts for 2016/2017 will be available at the A.G.M. or can be obtained
beforehand by contacting The Ark (435-4108) or the Secretary (428-1803).

-

Copies of the Minutes of the 18th A.G.M. will be available at the A.G.M. or can be obtained beforehand by
contacting The Ark or the Secretary.

GOING AWAY?

Give your pets a holiday - A Home away from Home
Vacation Kennels - Safe, clean environment, plenty of space
Visit WOODBOURNE BOARDING KENNEL
Contact: Tel: 420-1104 | Email: woodbournekennel@gmail.com
10% DISCOUNT FOR MEMBERS OF ARK and/or BARP
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LOOKING FOR NEW HOMES
Timmie
Male
| Size: Very Small | DOB: December 2012 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Little Timmie is the softest bundle of fur and so much smaller and cuter
than his photo implies; he currently weighs in at a whopping 13.5 lbs! He
has had some trauma to his face which has left him blind in his right eye but
this does not appear to bother him. Timmie can be slightly unsure of
newcomers to start with but once he knows you he is very affectionate and
loyal. He has been neutered and is house-trained so is totally ready for a
new start in a home that will love and care for him. At the moment he is
being fostered so please email The Ark to arrange a meet and greet.

Marcus
Male
| Size: Small-Medium| DOB: June 2016 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Marcus is a stunning young male who is currently being fostered by the lady
into whose yard he wandered. He has a wonderful rich brown colouring
and is extremely gentle and friendly and adores human contact. He is also
good with other dogs. Because Marcus is so friendly and loves
companionship, we feel he needs a home where he will be part of the
family and allowed indoors.
If you are interested in adding this sweetie to your home, please email The
Ark and arrangements can be made for a meet and greet and home check.

Remy
Male
| Size: Small | DOB: March 2017 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Remy is full of beans; an extremely happy, fun-loving, social and playful
pup. He interacts very well with all other dogs and is used to being around
children of all ages. Remy was found at 8 weeks old and has now been with
us for over 6 months! It's hard to believe that this darling boy is still with
us. He is at a good age to join a family and grow up with them. For sure he
will make a wonderful addition to any family home!

Madge
Female
| Size: Small-Medium | DOB: June 2015 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Within a few days of joining us, Madge showed what a truly wonderful and
exceptionally gentle and loving girl she is. She is a very pretty dog with an
amazing personality, interacting well with other dogs, pups and children of
all ages. She's also alert and curious, always wanting to know what is going
on! On top of these great qualities, Madge has a 'silky' coat, adores
company and tummy rubs. Madge is a total gem who will be a treasured
addition to any family. We know you will feel the same when you come and
meet her in person.
If you’d like to give a home to any of our animals, please call: 435-4108 or email: ark@caribsurf.com
You can also visit our kennels at Sugarland Farm in St George, please call us to make an arrangement.

How the Search for One Puppy Brought Us Two!
Having grown up as an animal lover in a household where we had pets which included birds, rabbits, hamsters,
fish, an iguana, land turtles and at one point 13 dogs, it was only right that my son Michael should and would
have the same passion for animals as I did.
About a year ago, we had to put down two of our older dogs, Zena and Boo,
due to cancer. Of course this was a very sad time for my family and
especially Michael, as he had grown up with these two from a baby. After
seeing the pain their passing caused him, and knowing myself how it feels to
lose someone who means so much to you, I managed to persuade my dad
to allow me to adopt a puppy for Michael - he had done well in school that
term and we agreed it would help to mend a broken heart. This did not
come without rules of course. My dad made it very clear that we were only
allowed to adopt one puppy and it must be a female as we already had two
male dogs, and another could cause problems.
The puppies we fell in love with

After my dad’s agreement, I immediately went on-line to The Ark’s Facebook page to see what puppies they
had and instantly fell in love with a group of five puppies who were said to be available after about two weeks. I
called Dominique right away and planned a visit to The Ark to have a look at the puppies that coming weekend.
That weekend as Michael and I discussed our planned visit to The Ark, my dad
asked why he was not invited to tag along to help choose the puppy. Without
saying too many words I just said, well dad if you wish to come you can.
Upon arrival to The Ark we found the puppies being cuddled by some volunteers
and another potential adopting mother, so we just went straight in and joined
them. Keeping in mind my Dad’s instructions that we were only allowed to adopt
one female puppy I tried not to get too attached to all of them and just to steer
my attention to one. She was a brown and white female. However, my dad, the
one who set the rules before our visit, fell in love with an all-white male! After
much cuddling, Dad changed his mind and said that we would adopt the two as
they would be company for each other when we were at work, as being puppies
they would have to be kept in the house during the day and not outside with our
other dogs. Michael and I were delighted.

Cuddle time!

About two weeks after our visit to the Ark we were able to
bring home our two little bundles and we named them
Max and Lucy. These two have brought so much joy to my
son and a lot of life and energy back to our other older
dogs who were also missing Zena and Boo.
Max is a ball of energy, always up to mischief. He still
loves to have a cuddle and give kisses and does get very
jealous if he sees us giving attention to the other dogs - he
will stick his nose in between to steal the attention for
himself. Lucy is a bit more of a shy soul, although she will
also get up to mischief with Max when she is ready, but
mainly she loves to cuddle.

Max and Lucy - all grown up
Written by Bridget

They both have fit right in with the rest of the family Trixie
a pure breed Jack Russel, Lucky, Tonks, and Ray-Ray who
are mixed breeds which we have rescued over the years.
We are very happy to have Max and Lucy in our family.
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Grateful Thanks
Family and friends of Dr. Kim Brandford for their
donation in her memory.
Family and friends of Peter Lewis for their donation in
his memory.
Donna Murray-Wiltshire for fostering Marcus and
Marco & Rosiane Schaumloeffel for fostering Timmie.

Give an Ark Gift this Christmas
Are you still looking for a lovely Christmas present for
someone? We have attractive Greetings cards (blank
- $10/pack of 4), T-shirts and Polo shirts in different
colours ($25 and $40 each), and of course our
wonderful 2018 calendars ($20 each). Send an email
to ark@caribsurf.com to place an order or phone
435-4108 to find out where you can buy one.

Jeff and Pam Agnew from Texas for their generous
financial donation.
Mario Porchetta for his patience and skill in taking
the wonderful photographs for the 2018 calendar.
Annie and Roy from UK who once again visited with
lots of goodies including 3 Thunder Shirts for our dogs
(who get very scared during thunderstorms), safe
puppy and dog toys, garbage sacks, dust pans, white
clipboards and the list goes on. They also spent time
walking dogs and helping with transport - a truly
exceptional couple.

Do You Know ...
Do you know that charitable donations to registered
charities are tax deductible, up to 10% of assessable
income.
If you make a donation to The Ark, supply us with
your N.R.N together with your name and address and
we will upload the information directly to your
account at Barbados Revenue Authority.
Wendy Walcott, a former member of The Ark who is
now living in England, for sending a box of safe toys
which will provide hours of fun for the dogs. Also to
Gill Croney for bringing them to Barbados.
Patrick & Roxana Bellot for their help with transport
of dogs to and from the various vets.
We welcome iPups as a new supporter of The Ark
although the people behind it - 13 year old Zan Valere
and her mom, Renatta, have long been active Ark
volunteers. The online, ‘pup up shop’ is accessible
purely via Facebook at this time or at sale events. Part
proceeds raised from all sales go to the Ark; the rest
goes towards Zan’s plans to attend Vet Camp.
All the volunteers who have helped us in so many
ways over the year. We truly would not be able to
help as many animals as we do without you.

Christmas Yard Sale
On Saturday 25th November, The Ark held its second
yard sale for 2017. Our new venue was The Clock
Tower, Garrison and the sale was a huge success!
Special mention must be given to Liz Cole and
Jennifer Pequeneza who pre-sorted and priced most
of the huge amount of donated items. Grateful
thanks to the volunteers who helped with set-up on
Friday 24th and to everyone who gave of their time on
Saturday 25th.
Our next sale has already been booked for 16th June
2018 at the same venue.

Welcome New Members
We are delighted to
welcome the following
five new members:
Jeff and Pam AGNEW (LIFE)
Helene HALVORSEN (LIFE)
Ted KELLY
Angela MACGEOCH

Spay & Neuter Programme
The Ark has spayed/neutered 21 dogs and 14 cats between
1st September and 31st October 2017. This brings our
totals for the year to 79 dogs and 61 cats.
The Ark is channelling some of our spay/neuter requests to
The RSPCA and we thank them for all the procedures they
do for us. If you are interested in having your dog or cat
spayed or neutered, please call us at 435-4108 or contact
the RSPCA directly (Tel: 426-3077).
If you need help with transporting your animal, contact
Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on Tel: 243-0420.

Adoption Programme
We are delighted that 26 dogs have found new loving
homes between 1st Sept. and 30th November 2017. This
brings the totals for the year so far to 102 dogs and 1 cat.
If you are interested in having a cat or dog join your family
please contact us at 435-4108 or you can email us at
ark@caribsurf.com. Some of the dogs in our care looking
for homes can be seen on our website:
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com or search for us on
Facebook, YouTube and Instagram.

All animals re-homed as part of this program cannot be
kept in kennels or chained for long periods of time, as this
is against the law. We require that all properties
are fully enclosed to provide a safe environment
for the animal; while also ensuring they do not
become a nuisance in the area.

Shelter Donations
Always Welcome: Nexgard tablets; Tac-Tic;
Cleaning supplies eg. bleach, soap liquid etc;
Bags of Dog and Cat Chow for donation to
needy families who are finding it difficult to
feed their pets.

Sponsor a Dog
If you, or someone you know, would like to help a dog in
our care but cannot offer it a home, why not consider
sponsorship? We have a few dogs who are hard to rehome and they would love to have a relationship with
someone who has a particular interest in them.
If you are interested in Sponsorship, please contact
Dominique on 435-6844.
Thank you to the following people who are currently
sponsoring dogs:
Anonymous:
Diva
Gill Croney:
Hazel & Jagger
Fiona Watson:
Janie
Sonia Bryant:
Tommy
Angela Mcgeoch:
Lucy
Chrissy Blagrove:
Brice
Marianne Theeboom:
Brock
Anita Caito & Emerson Reid:
Joey
Ueli Zahler & Judith Binter:
Shiloh & Shadow
Alison Long, Lorraine Fox & Lydia Pauls: Misty

Monthly Book Sale
Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each
month at the Massy Supermarket Rendezvous. It takes
place from 9am – 5pm. If you are looking for good books
at great prices, come along and check it out.
If you have books in good condition that you would like to
donate, please contact: Sandie Martin 428-4266, Liz Cole
438-6898 or Jo Gamblin 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a
message).

SALE DATES

Tues. 2nd January
Tues. 6th February
Tues. 6th March

The ARK: 435-4108

Our phones are not manned 24 hours a day.
In animal emergencies please contact your local vet.
Lost and Found Pets Barbados, a group on Facebook
where you can post info on lost/found animals.
Pet Patrol: The Sanitation Service Authority will
remove dead animals: 426-4625 or 430 5019.
Turtle Hotline: If turtle tracks or activity are seen,
please call the TURTLE HOTLINE at 230-0142 to make
a report.
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From:

The Ark Animal Welfare Society, Barbados
Registered Charity No. 428

P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church, Barbados
Tel: (246) 435-4108, Email: ark@caribsurf.com
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com
Member Society WSPA

Executive Committee

President: Mr. Bob Parravicino
Vice President: Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
Treasurer: Mrs. Jennifer Pequeneza

429-0347
438-6898/232-9706
428-1803
228-1677

Committee Members

Miss Dominique Maraj
Mr. Stuart Martin
Ms. Isolde Pottkamper
Mrs Donna Murray-Wiltshire
Mr. Lalu Hanuman

435-6844
428-4266
420-2310
228-2233
420-2022

Mrs. Sandie Martin (Books)
Ms. Michele Morland (Newsletter)

428-4266
-

Ex-Officio Members

Trustees: Mr. C. Brian Barnes, Mr. Bob Parravicino, Mr. Stephen Walcott
BECOME A MEMBER OF THE ARK: The ethical treatment of animals is an idea whose time has come.
I support the efforts of The ARK, and I want to become a member. I enclose a cheque for $___________.
I will receive newsletters each year and a notice to attend the Annual General Meeting.
Name ______________________________Tel: ____________________ Email ________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________ Signature ___________________
Please indicate whether you wish to receive newsletters by post (_____) or email (_____)
Minimum Annual Donation: $30, Life Membership: $500, Under 18 years: $20 or Overseas Membership: U.S.$30
Please make cheques payable to: THE ARK ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY. Mail To: The Ark, P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church

MISSION STATEMENT
To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

