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Merry Christmas!
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A Letter from the President
Dear Ark Members,

It seems quite unbelievable but another year is about to take its leave!

As usual, we send this December copy of our newsletter to all of our Members in appreciation of your sup-
port throughout 2015 – and it also serves the two-fold purpose of giving notice of the Annual General 
Meeting and reminding you (with enclosed renewal form) that yearly subscriptions are about to become 
due!

2015 has been another very tough year for animals, particularly dogs (and especially large dogs) in 
Barbados.  We have seen an increase in the amount of stray dogs needing to be rescued and while 
some of them may be the lost victims of panic due to thunder and fireworks, for some of them, the 
circumstances surrounding their rescues point to abandonment. “ Lady B”, a large unspayed female dog 
rescued on the road off the ABC Highway heading to Bannatyne was, without doubt, dumped there – 
left to fend for herself without having any use of her hind legs, thin to the point of starvation and covered 
in ticks.  Fortunately, she was seen by a person who cared and had the decency to call for help.  Unfortu-
nately, after trying for days to revive her, the vet advised that she be humanely put to sleep, joining 
among others “Tiny”, an untrusting little dog spotted in 1998 at Worthing; fed daily in the hopes of gaining 
her trust; only to arrive one day to find her dead, possibly poisoned.

Thankfully, since the birth of The Ark, there have been fewer hopeless cases than there have been happy 
rescues where the “bounce back” was swift and amazing to see!   Many of these lucky ones do a com-
plete turnaround and within a relatively short space of time, become very trustful, loving dogs.  

The “success” stories keep us going; the heartbreaking ones are more difficult to accept. Most rescuers 
must often remind themselves that they have tried their best; that the needy animals who have crossed 
their paths have known tender, loving care at the end of life on earth; and some of us firmly believe that 
they have gone to a better place and are awaiting us at The Rainbow Bridge.

We appeal to you to share this newsletter with those who can benefit from the information within; to 
encourage everyone you know who has dogs and cats to be responsible by taking proper care of them 
and above all, spaying and neutering to enable them to have longer, healthier lives – and to reduce the 
unwanted dogs and cats who are appearing daily.

Wishing you a very Happy Christmas, with health and happiness for all two and four-legged creatures in 
2016!

 

Sincerely,
 Bob Parravicino

President

Give an Ark Gift this Christmas
 

Are you looking for a special gift for a special someone?  How about an Ark Membership subscrip-
tion for 2016, or our new tea-towels and greetings cards, all of which would make lovely gifts.  For 
someone who isn’t able to have a dog at home but would like to have a relationship with one, you 
could sponsor a dog at our Shelter.  

If you are interested in any of these, please email us at ark@caribsurf.com to find out more.
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Proceedings of the 17th Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given of the 17th Annual General Meeting of The Ark Animal Welfare Society. 
All paid up members are invited to attend.

Date:         Wednesday 20th January, 2016
Time:         2:00 p.m. (prompt start please)
Place:       Barbados Yacht Club, Bay Street, St. Michael
Chair:        Mr Stuart Martin

Agenda:   1) Apologies for absence
                  2) Confirmation of the Minutes of the 16th A.G.M. 
                       held on Wednesday, 28th January, 2015
                  3) Report for the year 2015 and future plans
                  4) Consideration and approval of the Audited 
                      Accounts of 2014/2015
                  5) Appointment of Auditors for 2015/2016
                  6) Election of Executive Officers of the Society
                  7) Election of Committee Members of the Society
                  8) General Business

Johanna Gamblin
Honorary Secretary

~ Copies of the Audited Accounts for 2014/2015 will be available at the A.G.M. or can be
    obtained beforehand by contacting The Ark (435-4108) or the Secretary (428-1803).

~ Copies of the Minutes of the 15th A.G.M. will be available at the A.G.M. or can be obtained 
beforehand by contacting The Ark or the Secretary.

Reminder!  
Subscription Renewal

Everyone who received a 
blank membership form with 
this newsletter is due to renew 
for 2016.  Your membership fee 
is vital to the continuation of 
keeping The Ark afloat.  

Please renew soonest and let 
us know of any changes to 
your info, particularly your 
email address. Feel free to 
photocopy the blank form 
and encourage family and 
friends to join!

The Ark Helps Dominica
Dominica was severely damaged by Tropical Storm 
Erika at the end of August. The Ark, via the BRSPCA has 
given a donation to help the poor unfortunate animals 
who suffered as a result of this storm. We can only hope 
that we have made a difference and that the people 
of Dominica and their pets can restore their lives after 
such devastation.

Pictured (at left) is Bob Parravicino, Ark President, hand-
ing over a cheque to Charmaine Hatcher, Manager of 
The BRSPCA.
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Looking for New Homes
As you know, we have dogs of all ages, shapes and sizes looking for good homes but this month we'd 
particularly like to let you know about some of our smaller ones.

River
Male: Neutered – Small/Medium
DOB: 2010 (approx)

River is an exceptionally hand-
some, gentle and friendly JRT Mix.  
Very smart and of course, being 
part JRT needs a secure place to 
call home.  He was found wander-
ing and despite efforts to locate 
his owners, no one claimed him.  
River is good with other dogs 
although, as he does enjoy all the 
attention, he would do equally 
well as a single pet.

Oscar
Male: Neutered - Medium
DOB: 2005 (approx.)

Oscar has a wonderfully laid back 
and happy personality.  He is great 
with other dogs and in desperate 
need of a new home.  Sadly 
Oscar’s humans had to be moved 
to a home and over-night he 
became homeless. Thankfully a 
caring neighbour kept an eye on 
him until we were able to bring him 
to The Ark.

Rosie
Female: Spayed - Small/Medium
DOB:  2011/2012 (Approx)

Rosie is as sweet and as affection-
ate as they come. She adores 
people and being petted. Not 
that great with other dogs so we 
would suggest she be adopted as 
a single dog or with a very passive 
male dog.  Rosie was found living 
in appalling conditions and we 
are very grateful that her owner 
decided to give her and her two 
pups to us.

 

Salsa
Female: Medium
DOB:  May 2015 (Approx.)

Salsa has a sweet nature and a lively personality.  Found as a stray, she 
is alert, intelligent, intuitive and should be easy to train.   Salsa is a fun-
loving character, great with other dogs and children and loves to run 
and play.  Ideally we’d like her re-homed with a dog companion of the 
same temperament. In Salsa you’ll find a loyal and wonderful friend 
who’ll add much fun and happiness to your family. 

   

 

The Ark always has dogs and cats looking to start the next chapter of 
their life with a loving family.  If you would like to give a home to any of 
our animals, please call us at 435-4108 or email at ark@caribsurf.com
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Happy Tails! ~ Bajan Babies on the Emerald Isle

 

Keke came to us in April 2013. We'd been in Barbados for 6 months and 
had been planning on getting a dog for a while. As we'd rescued a 
kitten a few months earlier we wanted to make sure the dog we chose 
got along with cats. During the Easter weekend our friends had gotten 
a puppy who melted our hearts from The Ark and on our way home we 
ended up swinging by the Ark. I had originally been keen on an adult 
dog, knowing what hard work puppies can be, but with a cat already in 
the household a puppy made sense.

We chose Keke. He seemed a bit like the runt of the litter, very shy at first, 
with unusual colourings and a deformity on his back foot toes. He was 
part of a litter of puppies found on the beach at a few weeks old. He 
became our spoilt baby but stayed quite scared and uncertain in new 
situations or outside home. Six months later he had grown up and was 
desperate for company. He had lots of energy and was so happy when 
he was with other dogs. It was clear he needed a buddy but my 
husband was hesitant about getting another dog.

Keke won the day though and so we got in touch with the Ark again and were introduced to Ballie. She 
was a one year old with puppies who were already finding their new homes. When we picked her up a 
week later, she hopped right into the car as if she knew she was going home, and once home, she 
planted herself on the dog bed chewing Keke's bone. Ballie was so happy to be home and that night, as 
she hopped onto our bed, she became 'Daddy's Girl'. So much for not wanting another dog! Ballie 
brought Keke out of his shell and they love playing together. Their favourite thing was walks on Cattlewash 
beach.

Keke as a pup

 

Fast forward 18 months and we had been offered an opportunity in 
Ireland. So began 4 months of preparation for the dogs' and cat's 
shipping to Ireland, which included vet visits and a lot of crate train-
ing for Keke who wasn't keen on being in a box.

We left on a hot sunny day in February 2015 but when we arrived in 
Gatwick it was snowing; our poor Bajan babies were freezing! We 
drove up to Wales and caught a ferry to Dublin. The dogs have 
settled in well at our new house where we have a big garden and 
we're next to hiking trails. They love it and every day at 5pm like 
clockwork remind me that it's time for their walk. They also love 
running around the garden; Ballie chases Keke though she has little 
hope of catching him with his long legs.  The cold weather hasn't 
impacted them a bit and the Irish country side is suiting us all well.

Ballie & Keke - Best friends!

We would love to hear from you!
Do you have an interesting animal story that you would like to share in the newsletter?  Did you 
re-home a rescued dog?  If so, we would like you to share your story with us and have it featured in the 
newsletter. Please send an email with your story and photographs if possible to ark@caribsurf.com

Tanja
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Grateful Thanks
~ K9 Friends – Barbados for their extremely generous dona-
tion of dog chow. We cannot cut corners and economise 
on feeding our dogs so your donation will go a long way 
towards relieving the pressure on our scarce funds.  We are 
truly touched and very grateful. 

~ Family and friends of Miss Marie Lewis for their donations 
in her memory. 

~ Family and friends of Mrs. Helen Scandella for their dona-
tions in her memory.
  
~ John Slapp for his invaluable help transporting dogs, often 
at very short notice, to the various vets to be fixed.  It is such 
a help to know he is always able and willing. 
 
~ Jan Downie who continues to fit The Ark into her busy 
schedule and not only assists with transportation but is also 
a great help with home checks.  

~ Nestlé Purina and their local representatives, Massy Distri-
bution for their generous donation of Purina dog chow.  This 
thoughtful and kind donation is greatly appreciated.

~ ‘Key Clubbers’ who, through their ‘The Ark’s Helpers 
Scheme’, visit the Shelter every Saturday to spend time 
walking and socialising the dogs. 

~ Artsplash for their support in selling our books in their cafe.  
Next time you’re passing Artsplash in Hastings, why not pop 
in to have a look at the art in their gallery, relax with 
delicious food and drink in their cafe and buy a book to 
support The Ark?  They also host a Farmers Market every 
Wednesday and Saturday.

            ~ Munchy Muncharoonies for their recent donation.

The Ideal Christmas Gift
We are delighted that we now have Ark tea 
towels ($20 each) and Greetings Cards (blank 
inside - $10/pack of 4) for sale.  They are avail-
able at the monthly book sales and the Muncha-
roonies Stall at Brighton’s Farmers Market and of 
course all profits help fund our Shelter.

~ And last but by no means least, to all our staff, volun-
teers and supporters without whom The Ark could not 
operate.

Every dollar donated to The Ark Animal Welfare Soci-
ety facilitates the rehabilitation and re-homing of 
abused and abandoned dogs at the Shelter.
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Welcome New Member!
ALLEYNE Floriana 

Tues. 5th Jan. 2016
Tues. 1st Mar. 2016

Sale Dates
Tues. 2nd Feb. 2016
Tues. 5th Apr. 2016

 

 

Pet Patrol
The Sanitation Service Authority will remove dead animals 
struck in vehicular accidents or pets who have died at home. 
The public HOTLINE for reports is 426-4625.
Turtle Hotline  
If turtle tracks or activity are seen, please call the TURTLE HOTLINE 
at 230-0142 to make a report.

If you use Facebook keep up to date on our activities at: 
                 Ark Animal Welfare Society Barbados.

Lost/Found: Lost and Found Pets Barbados is a Facebook group
where you can post information about lost & found animals.

Spay and Neuter Programme
The Ark has spayed/neutered 26 dogs/pups 
and 15 cats/kittens between 1st August and  
31st October 2015 bringing our totals for the 
year so far to 83 dogs/pups and 49 cats/kittens. 
 
The Ark is channeling most of our spay/neuter 
requests to The RSPCA (Tel: 426-3077) and we 
thank them for all the procedures they do for 
us. If you are interested in having your dog or 
cat spayed or neutered, please call us at 435-
4108 or contact the RSPCA directly.

If you need help with transporting your animal, 
contact Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on Tel: 
243-0420.

Remember that cats and dogs cannot read 
and write but they sure can multiply.

Adoption Programme
We are delighted that 38 dogs and 1 cat have 
found new loving homes between 1st August 
and 31st October 2015. This brings our totals for 
the year so far to 110 dogs and 11 cats.

If you are interested in having a cat or dog join 
your family please contact us at 435-4108 or 
you can email us at ark@caribsurf.com.  

Some of the dogs in our care looking for homes 
can be seen on our website:
   www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com 

or our Facebook page:  
   Ark Animal Welfare Society of Barbados

All animals re-homed as part of this program 
cannot be kept in kennels or chained for long 
periods of time, as this is against the law.

We require that all properties are fully enclosed 
to provide a safe environment for the animal; 
while also ensuring they do not become a 
nuisance in the area.

Shelter Donations
Needed: Large fridge for storage of wet 
animal food and cold drinks for 
staff/volunteers; Paint: any leftover/partial pots 
to paint our dog houses.

Always Welcome: PetCor; Tac-Tic; bags of 
Dog Chow for donation to needy families who 
are finding it difficult to feed their pets.

Monthly Book Sale
Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each month 
at the Big B Super Centre in Rendezvous.  It takes place from 9am 
– 5pm.  If you are looking for good books at great prices, come 
along and check it out.  

If you have books in good condition that you would like to 
donate, please contact: Sandie 428-4266, Liz Cole 438-6898 or
Jo 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a message)

.

The ARK telephone number is 435-4108. Please 
remember that our phone lines are not manned 24 
hours a day so in animal emergencies please con-
tact your local vet.

This Christmas, What About Sponsoring a Dog?
If you, or someone you know, would like to help a dog in our care 
but cannot offer it a home, why not consider sponsorship?  We 
have a few dogs who are hard to re-home and they would love to 
have a relationship with someone who has a particular interest in 
them. If you are interested in Sponsorship, please contact Domi-
nique on 271-8931.

Thank you to our current sponsors:

Harry & Cody:              Gill Croney
Blossom:                       Sonia Bryant
Cher:                             Anonymous
Oscar:                           Fiona Watson
Salsa:                            Annie Gage
Frankie:                         Judi Binter & Velli Zahler
Mico, Rosie & Blaze:    Clifford Hall
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Registered Charity No. 428

P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church, Barbados
Tel: (246) 435-4108, email: ark@caribsurf.com
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

Executive Committee

Committee Members

Ex-Officio Members

President: Mr. Bob Parravicino 
Vice President: Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
Treasurer: Mrs. Jennifer Pequeneza

Miss Dominique Maraj 
Mr. Stuart Martin  
Ms. Isolde Pottkamper
Mrs Donna Murray-Wiltshire

Mrs. Sandie Martin (Books)
Mrs. T. King-Inniss (Newsletter - Layout)
Ms. Michele Morland (Newsletter – Editor)

429-0347
438-6898/232-9706
428-1803
228-1677

271-8931
428-4266
420-2310
228-2233

428-4266 
      - 
      - 

To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

Mission Statement

Change of address?  Please don't forget to let us 
know if you change your postal or email address.

 

 

 

Merry Christmas!

Happy New Year!


