2012: July Issue
Contents
Page 1
Page 2
Page 3
Page 5

- The President's Letter; Subscription Reminder
- Looking for New Homes
- Grooming Tips for "Fluffy" and Long-haired Dogs
- With Sadness; ARK Fundraising Calendar 2013; ARK T-shirts;
Sponsor a Spare Change Tin; Grateful Thanks
Page 6 - New Members; Figures; Book Sale; Useful Numbers; Donations

Dear Members

The President's Letter

Welcome to our 2nd newsletter for 2012 and welcome to all our new members - we've had a fantastic number of
new members join The Ark so far this year (see page 6). Membership fees are an important part of our fundraising as they provide a regular source for funds.
We had a very enjoyable fundraising evening on St. Patrick's Day when The Merrymen and Wendy Sheppard
entertained us at Mahogany Ridge and Corbin's Catering provided a delicious buffet. So, on behalf of The Ark,
can I say a big thank you to everyone who helped make this such a successful event, to those of you who made
donations to our general fund and also to our 'Davina' fund.

Davina/Tilly

Those of you who were at the event will have met Davina (now named Tilly).
Tilly was found by a couple on holiday from UK who saw her cowering under
a car and took the trouble to bring her to The Ark. She had a wounded leg
which we feel was the result of a car accident. In fact it's a miracle Tilly
wasn't killed as she's partially blind with severe cataracts. Tilly was almost
immediately re-homed to Marie and Ricky who have done amazingly well
adapting to having a blind dog at home. Good news came with a veterinary
examination which confirmed that a cataract operation would give Tilly an
acceptable level of sight. This operation is an expensive procedure and I'm
pleased to say, as a result of the generosity of Ark members, the English
couple and their friends in UK, and the wonderful donations on the 17th
March, we have raised the amount needed and Tilly's operation will go ahead
towards the end of June*. Tilly is not an old dog - just an unlucky one to
get cataracts at a relatively young age. Hopefully, her luck has now changed
and her operation will be a success. Tilly and her new family would like to
say thank you very much to those who contributed to her fund. We'll let
you know when the operation has been done.

Finally, a reminder that hurricane season is around the corner so please ensure you and your animals are prepared and let's hope for another fortunate year for Barbados.
Sincerely,

Bob Parravicino, President

* There has been some difficulty in obtaining the medication needed for her op. and this should proceed by the
end of August.

Reminder! Subscription Renewal
Have you renewed your Ark Membership subscription yet? If not, please can we ask you to do so as
soon as possible as we depend on the regular income from membership fees to keep the Shelter
running. Please pop a cheque in the post to us at the address on the back of this newsletter.
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Looking for New Homes
As you know, we have dogs of all ages, shapes and sizes looking for good homes but this month we'd
particularly like to let you know about these four.

Garri-Girl
Female - Medium size - Spayed
DOB: (approx.) 2009

Garri-Girl - What a beauty!

Garri-Girl is a beauty - photo really does her no justice. She is long and
sleek with beautiful markings and a gorgeous tail which wags most of
the time! She loves attention, is good with other dogs, walks well on a
leash, though sudden and loud noises do spook her at times. Garri-Girl
was spotted in May last year at The Garrison (hence her name!) and
was fed for 7 months before she was confident enough to allow herself to be touched. She came to The Ark on 3rd January and has done
an almost complete 360 - she is confident, gravitates towards human
contact and is crying out for a forever home.

Casper
Male - Medium size - Neutered - Beige colour
DOB: (approx.) January 2010
Casper is a very handsome and intelligent dog, affectionate, housetrained, playful and gets on well with other dogs. He would also make
a good guard dog. Casper, and his brother Jasper, were raised by an
Ark volunteer who had to give them up as they started climbing her
wire fence which borders a main road. Casper would make a lovely
addition to any family, although his new home will need a tall wall or
very high fence.
Handsome Casper (above)
and affectionate Jasper (below)

Jasper
Male - Medium size - Neutered - Rusty colour
DOB: (approx.) January 2010
Brother to Casper, Jasper is extremely affectionate; he loves to play
with people and other dogs. Jasper will also need a home with a high
wall or fence. Both dogs have been inside/outside dogs and can be
adopted together or separately. These dogs are desperate to share
their love of life with a new family and will thrive in a home atmosphere.
Looking for New Homes cont'd -->
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Looking for New Homes (cont'd)
Benny
Male - Small-Medium size - Neutered
DOB: (approx.) 2008

Laid back Benny

Benny is very friendly and laid back, yet alert when necessary, with
soulful brown eyes that reflect what a wonderful kind, loving and smart
dog he is. He has a lovely shiny black coat with an adorable curled
tail. Benny was a rescue pup, fostered and then adopted. Unfortunately
Benny's owner had to move back to the UK and was let down at the
last minute by the home she thought she had for him. He walks well on
a leash, is house-trained, great with other dogs of both sexes and is
good with older children. He is not that fond of cats!! Benny would love
to find his new and forever home soon as he is still not sure why he is not
in his home, curled up on the carpet with his Mum watching TV!

The Ark always has dogs and cats looking to start the next chapter of their life with a loving family. If you
would like to give a home to any of our animals, please call us at 435-4108 or email at ark@caribsurf.com
We require that all prospective new owners have a fully enclosed yard or garden where the dog is in a
secure area with shelter from sun and rain provided. As part of the agreement of adopting an animal,
we require that no animal is chained or confined for long periods of time as this is against the laws of
Barbados.
If you are interested, please call us and find out how we can help you make your home ready for a new
pet. If you would like to visit our kennels at Sugarland Farm in St George, please call us to make arrangements.

Grooming Tips for "Fluffy" and Long-haired Dogs
The Ark often gets calls from people wanting to adopt a "small
fluffy dog" so we thought that it might be helpful to outline some
of the additional responsibilities that come with owning one of
our 'fluffy' four-legged friends.
An example of what can go wrong is illustrated by the story of
Buttons whose owner contacted The Ark because she could no
longer cope with the care Buttons needed. Of course, this can
happen with any dog, but Buttons was 'fluffy' and therefore needed a lot of grooming. Poor Buttons' fur was badly matted and he
was covered in ticks and fleas which were impossible to get rid of
because of the matting. Sharon Tseu, a professional groomer was
contacted by The Ark and spent one and a half hours working on
Buttons who ended up having to be totally shaved.
Buttons before his session with Sharon
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Grooming Tips Cont'd -->

Sharon Tseu's Grooming Tips:
Fluffy or long coated dogs need to be groomed regularly. They should be brushed every day. For most
people time is an issue so I suggest taking 5 - 10 minutes every day to do a rough brush out and once a
week to take time to do a thorough brush and comb out making sure all knots and matted clumps are
gone. Dogs should be bathed every 4 - 8 weeks with a shampoo appropriate to the coat. Bathing dogs
weekly can dry out their coat. Usually the only time dogs are bathed this regularly is if they are show
dogs with special shampoos and other products.
Without regular brushing, fur will become knotted and matted.
Life for your dog will become uncomfortable and can result in
pain, skin irritations and in severe cases even loss of limb! Things
can get caught in the fur as well which can result in skin lesions.
The dog can also give itself a sore by licking at the painful matted
area. Sometimes fleas and ticks are the cause of the dog licking
and biting but of course if you are regularly grooming your dog
you will see the first sign of them and can treat your pet quickly!

Buttons after his 'hair cut'

If your dog has become matted and you cannot get the knots
combed or brushed out you should seek the help of a groomer.
If for some reason you can't get that help please be very careful
attempting to shave or cut out any knots as it is extremely easy to
cut your dog accidentally! Do not wash a matted coat, it only
makes it worse! You can try a de-matting comb but once again
be careful as they are blades and can cut your pet.

When you have set up a regular schedule with your groomer, remember to get the nails cut and/or
checked every visit, also the ears should be cleaned and checked each time.
Areas that Matt Easily....
Friction areas matt quickly for example under the front shoulders (the armpits :).
Areas that get wet and dirty will matt for example the mouth, the eyes,
under the paws in between the pads and the sanitary areas i.e. between
the back legs, under the tummy & under the tail.
Behind the ears is a favourite spot for matting.
Sharon Tseu is a professional dog groomer and she can be contacted at:
427-3711 (home) 233-6910 (cell)
e-mail: pethavenbgi@gmail.com

"The difference between friends and pets is that friends we allow into our company,
pets we allow into our solitude." - Robert Brault
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The ARK Fundraising Calendar - 2013
One of the fundraising ideas we have for later this year
is to produce a 2013 calendar featuring some of the
wonderful dogs who live in Barbados. We would love
members to email us photos of your dogs in interesting
places around Barbados and we'll select the best to
appear in the calendar. Please email your photos to
arkanimalwelfare@gmail.com
and we'll let you know when the calendar is ready.
Your Christmas present dilemmas will be solved!

With Sadness

Lucy Browne, one of our first (and possibly
our oldest!) members recently passed on.
Phone calls came regularly from Lucy to
come by her home in Blue Waters and
collect a bag of coins or a stack of magazines for the book sale. Lucy was a great
animal lover, especially fond of cats and
it is very comforting to think that her beloved
puss, Danny, has escorted her over
The Rainbow Bridge.

Sponsor a Spare Change Tin

Be at rest, Lucy.

The Ark is gradually replacing our existing spare change collection boxes with newer, more robust tins.
Collection boxes are located at various outlets around the island and are a valuable source of funds for
us. However, each new tin costs $65 to produce and so we are looking for sponsorship to cover this cost.
Please would you consider sponsoring a tin? It could be sponsored in the name of your business if you
have one, or perhaps in the name of a pet that is or was special to you. Each tin will state its sponsor
and we can include a company logo if you have one.
Please contact Michele Morland at arkanimalwelfare@gmail.com if you are interested in sponsoring a tin
or having one located at your business ….. it really is the gift that keeps on giving.

ARK T-shirts
Look out for our lovely new t-shirts in styles to suit men and
women, boys and girls. They are $25 each, available at the
monthly book sales or at the Shelter. All profits will go towards
our kennel running costs.

Grateful Thanks

~ Madeleine Rijndorp for her very generous donation.
~ Jill Repski and friends for their cash donation as well as the numerous treats, toys, a pet carrier,
collars, etc.
~ Kate and Pete Wagstaff for the proceeds of a food hamper raffle they held in UK.
~ RSPCA who give us a very generous concession on spay/neutering each month.
~ The Veterinary Clinic, Content Veterinary Clinic, Central Veterinary Clinic and Trinity Veterinary Clinic
who are all generous with their charges when treating Ark animals.
~ Muncharoonies for giving 20% of their sales to The Ark. Their homemade dog and cat treats can be
ordered at: chrissie@caribsurf.com or tel: 271 1324 / 833 7524.
~ All our volunteers without whom The Ark could not operate.
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Welcome New Members!
BEST, Angela
NICHOLLS, Christine
BEST-TASKER, Gillian
NURSE, Doris
CASKIE, Iain
PUCKERIN, Doris
DABNOR, Patricia
SCHLAGER, Wally
DATE, Jane
GUBOR, Dagmar
HARTE, Caroline
KING, Ursula
MANTLER-CLEMENT, Ursula
MARSH, Christa

Spay and Neuter Programme
The Ark has spayed/neutered 19 dogs/pups
and 10 cats/kittens between 1st January and
30th April 2012.
The Ark is channeling most of our spay/neuter
requests to The RSPCA (Tel: 426-3077) and we
thank them for all the procedures they do for
us.
If you are interested in having your dog or cat
spayed or neutered, please call us at 435-4108
or contact the RSPCA directly.
If you need help with transporting your animal,
contact Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on
Tel: 243-0420.
Remember cats and dogs cannot read
and write but they sure can multiply.

Adoption Programme

We are delighted that 59 dogs/pups and
7 cats/kittens have found new loving homes
between 1st January and 31st May 2012.
If you are interested in having a cat or dog
join your family please contact us at 435-4108
or you can also email us at ark@caribsurf.com.
Some of the dogs in our care looking for homes
can be seen on our website:
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

Monthly Book Sale
Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each month
at the Big B Super Centre in Rendezvous. It takes place from
9am - 5pm. If you are looking for good books at great prices,
come along and check it out.
If you have books in good condition that you would like to
donate, please contact: Sandie 428-4266, Liz Cole 232-9706 or
Jo 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a message)

Sale Dates

Tues. 3rd Jul. 2012
Tues. 4th Sep. 2012

Tues. 7th Aug. 2012
Tues. 2nd Oct. 2012

Shelter Donations

Needed: Fencing materials
Paving slabs for a covered play area
Always Welcome: PetCor; Tac-Tic; bags of Dog Chow for donation to needy families who who can no longer afford to feed
their pets.

Sponsorship
If you, or someone you know, would like to help a dog in our care
but cannot offer it a home, why not consider sponsorship? We
have a few dogs who are hard to re-home and they would love
to have a relationship with someone who has a particular interest
in them.
If you are interested in Sponsorship, please contact:
Dominique Maraj at 271-8931
or email us at ark@caribsurf.com
Thank you to the following people for their sponsorship:
~ Sonia Bryant for sponsoring Francis in memory of Charlie Bryant
~ Sian in Design for sponsoring Harry for one year "in honour of
all my four-legged 'kids' that teach me what love looks like daily".
The ARK telephone number is 435-4108. Please
remember that our phone lines are not manned
24 hours a day so in animal emergencies please
contact your local vet.
If you use Facebook keep up to date on our activities at:
Ark Animal Welfare Society Barbados.

or our Facebook page:
Ark Animal Welfare Society of Barbados

Lost/Found: THE DOG FOUND BARBADOS is a group on Facebook
where you can post information lost and found animal

All animals re-homed as part of this programme
cannot be kept in kennels or chained for long
periods of time, as this is against the law.

Pet Patrol
The Sanitation Service Authority will remove dead animals
struck in vehicular accidents or pets who have died at home.
The public HOTLINE for reports is 426-4625.

We require that all properties are fully enclosed to provide a safe environment for
the animal; while also ensuring they do not
become a nuisance in the area.

Turtle Hotline
If turtle tracks or activity are seen, please call the TURTLE HOTLINE
at 230-0142 to make a report.
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The ARK
Animal Welfare Society
Member Society WSPA
Registered Charity No. 428
P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church, Barbados
Tel: (246) 435-4108, email: ark@caribsurf.com
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

Change of address? Please don't forget to let us
know if you change your postal or email address.

Mission Statement

To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

Executive Committee President: Mr. Bob Parravicino

429-0347
Vice President: Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
438-6898/232-9706
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
428-1803
Honorary Treasurer: Mrs. Jennifer Pequeneza 435-6460

Committee Members

Mrs. Mandy Atwell
Miss Dominique Maraj
Mr. Stuart Martin
Mrs. Michele Morland
Miss Debra Nascimento
Ms. Isolde Pottkampner

Ex-Officio Members Mrs. Sandie Martin (Books)

Mrs. Tessa King-Inniss (Newsletter - Layout)

271-8931
428-4266
432-7736
420-2310
428-4266
234-2457

