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President’s Report to 2014 AGM 
Covering 2013 and Future Plans

When the 2013 AGM was held, the following Executive Officers were elected:  Bob Parravicino – Presi-
dent, Elizabeth Cole – Vice President, Jennifer Pequeneza – Treasurer, Jo Gamblin – Secretary, with Stuart 
Martin, Debra Nascimento, Dominique Maraj, Mandy Atwell, Isolde Pottkamper, and Josie Andrade 
Committee Members.  Josie and Mandy have resigned and we thank them for their time served.

This committee has worked well together to meet the many challenges we have encountered along the 
way this past year, particularly regarding the many dogs being abandoned or given up due to the hard 
economic times the island is experiencing.

The kennels have been kept fully occupied all year through and there is always a list of dogs waiting to 
come in as space becomes available.  We would like to thank Dorin Boyce of Woodbourne Boarding 
Kennels for her help in accommodating dogs for us when we have been under pressure with no space 
to put excess dogs.  We have also had to board dogs at the RSPCA.

Our kennel volunteers have continued to support us and turn out to help with walking and grooming of 
dogs on a regular basis.   Thanks to all of them especially to the large group of walkers who assist Domi-
nique on Saturdays.  They are too numerous to call names, but we appreciate all their support and love 
of our shelter dogs.  Special thanks to Christine Fell who has given so much of her time during the last year 
to assist with the education program and transport of dogs to vets, no request ever turned down. 
 

WORLD SPAY DAY 2013  –  In late 2012 Animal Control contacted the Ark regarding Spay/Neuter week in 
Barbados. By chance one of the vets who had visited Barbados on two prior occasions to help Ark with 
neutering had just reconnected with Jo Gamblin.  We were happy to welcome back Dr. Dorothy York 
and Dr. Ginny Bischel  on February 23rd for a week of intensive work.  They conducted 5 working sessions 
and a total of 105 dogs and cats were spayed and neutered.  These two dedicated ladies brought in 80% 
of the equipment and medical supplies needed at no charge to the Ark.   We would not have been able 
to undertake this venture without the support of Dr. Gus Reader and Dr. Alan Storey who put their clinics 
at the disposal of the visiting vets.  Also thanks to the veterinary technicians at these clinics who worked 
the extra hours as support teams for the vets.   We hope that we can entice these ladies back to Barba-
dos in the near future.

ADOPTIONS AND SPAY/NEUTER PROGRAM  –  We are happy to report that in 2013, 143 dogs and 8 cats 
found their forever homes, and 155 dogs and 69 cats were spayed/neutered.  Special thanks to Domi-
nique for her efforts in this area of our operations.  We are always in need of foster homes for dogs on our 
waiting list.

EDUCATION PROGRAM  –  This year Simone Espinet and Christine Fell embarked on an ambitious educa-
tion program.  They held two trial workshops for the children in the immediate area of the kennels to kick-
start their program.  Unfortunately, Christine Fell will be leaving Barbados in the near future, and Simone 
has taken on a new business which doesn’t leave her adequate time to continue this program.   We are 
currently looking for new volunteers to continue where they left off.  Christine has the material they devel-
oped for the project available to anyone interested.

We would like to observe a minute’s silence in honour of 
Maureen Hron, Ark Honorary Treasurer during the years 1998 - 2010
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LAND FOR KENNELS  –  As you know it is our goal to have our own premises.  The committee is actively on 
the look out for a suitable location at a price that is within our means.    So far we have not been able to 
find anywhere suitable, but we want you to know that it is the top priority for our committee and we shall 
continue in our search.

NEWSLETTERS  –  We have to thank Michele Morland for continuing her work for the Ark in producing our 
newsletters from her home in Brussels, Belgium.
  

FUND RAISING
BOOK SALES  –  Our monthly book sales continue to be the backbone of our fundraising efforts, and have 
become a ‘must do’ for a large clientele who depend on us to provide their reading material for the 
ensuing month.  We have expanded to two tents of books and it is quite a busy job for the volunteers who 
help each month.   Thanks to all of our volunteers who work so hard sorting and marking books, and selling 
them during the sale day – Sandy, Jo, Jenny, Liz, Shernelle, Maureen, Fiona and newcomers Rosie Choat 
and Liz Senior. Thanks to Jennifer Pequeneza for providing us with a ‘stock room’ at her house for storing 
our many tables and surplus boxes of books.

CONVENT FLEA MARKET  –  Once again we took two spaces at the flea market at the Ursuline Convent in 
May.   We had a very successful day and plan on doing the same this year.   A few more volunteers for 
this event would be welcome as the location is very hot and it would be nice to have shorter shifts.   Also 
donations in the form of clothing and household stuff would be appreciated.

BINGO  –  On June 15th a fundraising Bingo was held at the Living Water Centre, Ch. Ch.  We had not held 
a Bingo for a couple of years and we were overwhelmed by the number of people who turned up to sup-
port the event.   We have therefore decided to hold another Bingo in March or April 2014.  No date has 
been decided on yet, but preparations will start this month and we will keep you posted on details as they 
come to hand.   We would like to thank the members of the Living Water Centre who not only allowed us 
to use their hall for the Bingo, but stepped up to the mark and helped us find additional tables and chairs 
when we were oversubscribed for this event. (See page 5 for Bingo 2014!)

ARK CHRISTMAS MARKET  –  The annual Christmas Market was held on November 16th and was another 
successful event for us.   Although not as many vendors as the prior year, the quality and variety of the 
stalls made up for this and the patrons had a very entertaining evening.   The Barbados Dog Training Club 
once again put on their display to the delight of the crowd, a special thanks to them for going the extra 
mile to support The Ark.  There are far too many people to thank by name, but would like to mention the 
DJ Larry Kinch, who has been our ‘resident’ DJ for many events now and we know that we can always 
rely on his support.

CALENDARS  –  This year, The Ark had 500 calendars printed.  These were very well received and as of 
today we only have a few left.  A big thank you to Roberts Manufacturing, Agro-Chemicals, Atlantic Mar-
keting, Collins, Stoute’s Car Rentals and Kingdom Pets for their sponsorship of this venture.

In all, it has been a very productive year for the Ark.   We are proud of what has been achieved by our 
organization during the year 2013, and look forward to continuing hard work on behalf of the animals of 
Barbados.

 

Sincerely,
 Bob Parravicino

President
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Looking for New Homes

Kwami        Male: neutered – small/medium
   DOB:  2007/2008 (approx.)

If you are looking for a loveable, kind and gentle new best friend, then 
Kwami is for you.  He is all that and more – like a cuddly teddy bear!  
Kwami was a beloved pet and has come to The Ark because of the 
death of his owner; he has quickly become a favourite with our volun-
teers.  Kwami is good with children, other dogs and cats - a perfect 
new addition to any home.

Nina (left)    Diva (right)
Female: neutered - small    Female: neutered - small
DOB:  2012/early 2013 (approx.)  DOB:  2010/11 (approx.)

Nina and Diva met while being temporarily cared for at Woodbourne 
Kennels.  They became firm friends who still look out for one another 
now they are at The Ark and we would love them to find a forever 
home together.

Nina is very dainty, incredibly sweet and has huge ears!  She enjoys 
her walks, interaction with other dogs and most of all being around 
people.  She was rescued from Norman Niles roundabout where she 
had been for weeks, evading all attempts to catch her! 

Diva was a street dog for most of her young life, cared for by the 
people in her neighbourhood.  The arrival of someone who threat-
ened her safety prompted her coming to us.  Diva is very much a lady, 
exceptionally loving, and craves human contact. 

Emma              Female: neutered – small/medium
   DOB:  2010/2011 (approx.)

Emma is such a darling - a very relaxed, calm dog who enjoys nothing 
more than having her tummy rubbed.  She was found at the ZR stand 
in Bridgetown by 2 American ladies.  Not knowing what to do with her, 
and wanting to be sure she was safe, they spent the night on the 
beach with her!  The next day, an Ark volunteer out walking his dogs 
spotted the unusual threesome and offered to foster Emma.  She has 
thrived in a home environment and is happily living with 2 other rescue 
dogs and 5 cats.  We don’t have enough words to describe what a 
treasure she is.  Please contact Dominique at The Ark to arrange to 
meet Emma.

The Ark always has dogs and cats looking for a home with a loving family.  If you would like to give a 
home to any of our animals, please call us at 435-4108 or email at ark@caribsurf.com. You can also visit 
our kennels at Sugarland Farm in St George, please call us to make arrangement.
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Happy Tales! Leading by Example...
We often highlight the benefits of adopting older dogs – they 
are settled into their personalities, any particular character 
traits will have been noticed at the kennels, and they are not 
going to surprise you by ending up twice the size you expect!  
They also make excellent companions for older people as 
they are less energetic. Two Ark volunteers are leading by 
example having adopted older dogs that were surrendered 
to us. 

What better role model could there be than The Ark’s Presi-
dent, Bob Parravicino?  Bob had recently lost one of his two 
rescued dogs and, not wanting his remaining dog, Hurri-
cane, to be lonely, he decided that he should look for a 
companion for her.

By coincidence a family who was moving abroad had just 
requested our assistance in re-homing their 2 dogs Cutie and 
Nala.  Cutie had been rescued as a pup from a cane field 
and Nala had also been rescued at a young age.  Both dogs 
had grown up together and the family wanted them to 
remain together but at 15 and 9 years old respectively, they 
knew it would not be easy.

This is when Bob came to the rescue and offered to adopt 
both dogs.  Cutie and Nala were introduced to Hurricane 
and they all got on well together.  It has now been a few 
months and the dogs have settled down in their new home 
thanks to Bob’s love and support.

Another volunteer, Debra, adopted 16 year old Wolfy whose 
owner had to give him up at short notice.  Homes had been 
found for the owner’s 3 younger dogs but not for Wolfy.  
When Wolfy arrived at The Ark he was very withdrawn, his skin 
was in an awful condition due to flea and tick allergies and 
his hair was very thin with bald patches.  Thinking he didn’t 
have long to live, Debra decided to adopt him and make his 
final days as happy as possible.  A trip to the vet sorted out his 
skin and hair problems and also revealed he had a tooth 
abscess which was causing him pain.  Amazingly, a few 
weeks after skin treatment and a few tooth extractions, Wolfy 
was a changed dog –  he is now happy, energetic, loving 
and holds his own with Debra’s younger dogs.  

Bob with (from bottom) 
Hurricane, Nala and Cutie

Debra with a rejuvenated Wolfy

In April Wolfy will have been with Debra for one year.  She says: “At almost 17 years old, he has been no 
trouble at all. Having had pups around, I can honestly say that I prefer to adopt an older dog. Puppies are 
cute but they also need lots of care and supervision and are plenty of work. Adopting an older dog 
ensures that there is less chaos, fewer or no accidents, no chewed furniture, shoes or plant pots. What you 
get in adopting an older dog is lots of love, appreciation and companionship. I will not part with my 
Wolfy for the world and I think that he knows that he has stolen my heart.”
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‘Lost and Found Pets Barbados’
Many of you are aware of the Facebook page ‘The Dog Found Barbados’ set up to help reunite owners 
with missing pets.  Unfortunately due to technicalities with Facebook settings, the administrators of this 
page have had to discontinue it.  

However, a new Facebook page with the same purpose called Lost and Found Pets Barbados has been 
set up in its place. All persons who are currently members of the original page are asked to join the new 
one and transfer their posts, if still relevant, to the new page.

The link for the new page is as follows: https://www.facebook.com/groups/LostandFoundPetsBarbados/ 
Please read the information posted in the new page fully so that you will be familiar with the rules and 
guidelines under which it is operating. 

The administrators are requesting your continued support as they seek to reunite as many lost pets with 
their owners as possible.

ARK Fundraiser - Bingo
Back by popular demand!  The Ark will be 
holding a bingo fundraiser at The Living 
Water Centre, St. David’s, Christ Church on 
Saturday, 26th April.  

If you are able to donate a prize for this 
event we would be very grateful.  More infor-
mation will be posted on our website and 
Facebook pages soon.  We look forward to 
seeing you there!

Grateful Thanks
~ Family and friends of Maureen Hron for their donations in 
her memory.

~ Family and friends of Anne Marie Jordan for their dona-
tions in her memory.

~ Family and friends of Jean Jordan for their donations in 
her memory.

~ Simpson Motors for their generous donation – full story 
will be in the next newsletter!

~ Doug Hiltz for his yearly donation of collars, 
leashes and other useful items.

~ Anna Ferguson for bottling feeding 2 kittens. 

~ Ursula Bertschinger for her generous Christmas treat of 
Munchy Muncharoonies  for the dogs and cats up at the 
Shelter.

~ Mandy Atwell for her assistance with The Ark website. 

~ Munchy Muncharoonies who donate a percentage of 
all sales to The Ark.  Their home made dog and cat treats 
can be ordered at: scallus@hotmail.com or call Sue 
Callus on:  428 5112 / 239 0079.

39 Steps Bistro 
& Wine Bar

SPECIAL OFFER!

39 Steps Bistro & Wine Bar is kindly offering a 
complimentary glass of House Wine to any 
Ark Members having lunch or dinner there – 
upon presentation of a current ARK Mem-
bership Card. They are open for lunch from 
Monday to Friday and for dinner from 
Monday to Saturday. 

39 Steps is located in the Chattel Plaza, Hast-
ings Main Road, Ch. Ch.  (Tel: 427 0715)
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Welcome New Members!
ANDRADE, Josie (LIFE)
BESSIL-WATSON Lisbeth
BLADES-GRAHAM, Alexis Nicola
BOYCE, Dorin
BRAMAO, Joyce
FIELDS, Trevor
GITTENS, Tara
GODDARD, Amanda Nicole
ROGERS, Christopher & Luisan
ROWSE, Steve & Linda
STOUTE, Gaye

Tues. 6th May 2014
Tues. 1st Jul. 2014

Sale Dates
Tues. 3rd Jun. 2014
Tues. 5th Aug. 2014

 

 

Pet Patrol
The Sanitation Service Authority will remove dead animals 
struck in vehicular accidents or pets who have died at home. 
The public HOTLINE for reports is 426-4625.
Turtle Hotline  
If turtle tracks or activity are seen, please call the TURTLE HOTLINE 
at 230-0142 to make a report.

If you use Facebook keep up to date on our activities at: 
                 Ark Animal Welfare Society Barbados.

Lost/Found: Lost and Found Pets Barbados is a Facebook group
about where you can post information lost & found animals.

 

Spay and Neuter Programme
The Ark has spayed/neutered 9 dogs/pups and 
1 cat between 1st November and 31st Decem-
ber 2013.  Between 1st and 31st January 2014, 
11 dogs/pups and 2 cats were 
spayed/neutered. 
 
The Ark is channeling most of our spay/neuter 
requests to The RSPCA (Tel: 426-3077) and we 
thank them for all the procedures they do for 
us. If you are interested in having your dog or 
cat spayed or neutered, please call us at 435-
4108 or contact the RSPCA directly.

If you need help with transporting your animal, 
contact Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on Tel: 
243-0420.

Remember that cats and dogs cannot read 
and write but they sure can multiply.

Adoption Programme
We are delighted that 24 dogs and 5 cats have 
found new loving homes between 1st January 
and 28th February 2014. 

If you are interested in having a cat or dog join 
your family please contact us at 435-4108 or 
you can email us at ark@caribsurf.com.  

Some of the dogs in our care looking for homes 
can be seen on our website:
   www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com 
or our Facebook page:  
   Ark Animal Welfare Society of Barbados

All animals re-homed as part of this 
programme cannot be kept in kennels or 
chained for long periods of time, as this is 
against the law. We require that all properties 
are fully enclosed to provide a safe environ-
ment for the animal, while also ensuring they 
do not become a nuisance in the area.

Shelter Donations
Needed: Fencing materials, Paving slabs for a covered play area.
Always Welcome: PetCor; Tac-Tic; bags of Dog Chow for dona-
tion to needy families who can no longer afford to feed their 
pets.

Monthly Book Sale
Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each month 
at the Big B Super Centre in Rendezvous.  It takes place from 9am 
– 5pm.  If you are looking for good books at great prices, come 
along and check it out.  

If you have books in good condition that you would like to 
donate, please contact: Sandie 428-4266, Liz Cole 438-6898 or
Jo 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a message)

.

The ARK telephone number is 435-4108. Please 
remember that our phone lines are not manned 24 
hours a day so in animal emergencies please con-
tact your local vet.

What About Sponsoring a Dog?
If you, or someone you know, would like to help a dog in our care 
but cannot offer it a home, why not consider sponsorship?  We 
have a few dogs who are hard to re-home and they would love to 
have a relationship with someone who has a particular interest in 
them.  If you are interested in Sponsorship, please contact Domi-
nique on 271-8931.

Thank you to the following people who are currently sponsoring 
dogs : 

Marilyn & Peter Weekes:  Beth
Gill Croney:  Harry & Marcel
Sonia Bryant:  Blossom
Carol Jones: Bert

Judi Binter & Velli Zahler:  Maxine
Pamela Isdell:  Baron
Noelle Nadur: Goliath
Anne Wilkinson: Fredo



The ARK
Animal Welfare Society

Member Society WSPA
Registered Charity No. 428

P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church, Barbados
Tel: (246) 435-4108, email: ark@caribsurf.com
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

Executive Committee

Committee Members

Ex-Officio Members

President: Mr. Bob Parravicino 
Vice President: Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
Treasurer: Mrs. Jennifer Pequeneza

Miss Dominique Maraj 
Mr. Stuart Martin  
Miss Debra Nascimento
Ms. Isolde Pottkamper
Mrs Donna Wiltshire

Mrs. Sandie Martin (Books)
Mrs. T. King-Inniss (Newsletter - Layout)
Mrs Michele Morland (Newsletter – Editor)

429-0347
438-6898/232-9706
428-1803
435-6460

271-8931
428-4266
      -
420-2310
228-2233

428-4266 
      - 
      - 

To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

Mission Statement

Change of address?  Please don't forget to let us 
know if you change your postal or email address.

 

 

Happy Easter


