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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Dear Ark Members,
This is my first newsletter since being elected President of The Ark at the A.G.M.
in January. I have been involved with The Ark since 2003 and I look forward
to continuing my involvement with this truly compassionate and effective organisation
as well as with the people who work so hard to look after our animals in their time of
need.
Many of you will know that we have been looking for a new site for the kennels
for some time now and I have some wonderful news in this respect. A very
kindly benefactor has donated one and half acres of land at Woodbourne, St.
Philip to The Ark. We are immensely grateful for the generosity of this
donation.
Altogether this is by far and away the most important development to be undertaken since The Ark
was founded almost two decades ago and will require a lot of careful planning to make the best use of the land
taking into consideration current and potential future needs.
We are proposing to build around thirty kennels and are awaiting a plan setting out the kennels and all
subsidiary buildings. We will also be required to fully fence the property which will be a considerable expense.
Developing the kennels will take up most of the funds that we have been accumulating over the years and will
need to be carefully monitored if we are to remain in good financial standing. We will be putting our heads
together to find some interesting and enjoyable fundraising events to help with this expenditure. Any ideas
members have will be gratefully received!
Once we are in our new location our running costs will undoubtedly increase however, we will no longer have
to pay rent.
These are definitely exciting times for the future of The Ark and we look forward to receiving the full support of
all our members in bringing about a new home for our many animals. The Committee is sure that our members
will agree that it will be a much improved environment for our operation.
I have certainly taken on the role of President at an interesting time in the story of The Ark!
Sincerely,
Stuart Martin
President

Danny-Boy …. Says Goodbye
I have very few memories of my youth but it was not a good one. When I came
to ARK, I was in such poor health that one thought of relieving me of my
suffering. But when the vet saw how young I still was, the caring people there
decided to give me a chance. Isolde and Gerard at ARK spared no effort to look
after me and they made sure I got back on my feet. Thanks Isolde and Gerard.
At ARK they took good care of me but it was not the real home. There were
always people coming who were interested to adopt me, but it never worked
out until March 2010, when I met Desmond, his wife Doris and their friend
Christine, who had become ARK Volunteers. Already at the first sight I knew
that Desmond would become my Daddy. To tell you the truth, I absolutely
disliked walks but to impress my future Daddy, I went with him and showed
myself from the best side. Guess what? It worked out. On April 9th, 2010 it was
final and I got my dream home.

The handsome Danny-Boy

Going to my new home I was a bit nervous since I knew I had to fit into the team of Sunny, Goldi and Bambi. Desmond is
the best Daddy you can imagine; he knew exactly what to do. When we arrived,, about 500 meters from the entrance,
we stopped. Mommy Doris and Christine together with Sunny, Bambi and Goldi came towards us so that the three of
them could "sniffle" me out. Well, that was probably not the right word. They behaved as if I wanted to take something
away from them, but my adoptive parents have enough love for all four of us! Desmond handled the situation excellently
and soon we were all four united. Of course, the first days I was a little bit anxious, insecure and not myself. After what I
had experienced in my younger years, it was difficult for me to be confident. But with each day I felt better and I also got
"cheeky", and soon I took leadership over the four of us. Yes, I know, I was not always nice to Sunny, but it was never
meant evil - I just had an eye on Bambi; she is such an exceptional lady! It did not take long and she fell in love with me.
Yeah, that's just how the girls are....... as soon as a young and handsome guy like me shows up, they melt away. Too bad,
that we couldn't have babies.
Sadly, Goldi left us shortly after I moved in. Although he was only about 10 years old, he had cancer and could not be
saved. Sunny was especially sad, as the two were inseparable partners. Unfortunately, Sunny and I never got really warm
and so Daddy Desmond decided that he would separate us, to put an end to our fights. Sunny was allowed to stay in the
front of the garden and was still the guests’ favourite and I moved to the back with my beautiful girl. With my thick, long
fur I was actually at the wrong place here in the hot Barbados sun but, as always, Daddy Desmond knew what to do. He
cut my hair, what a relief! Not only did I feel much cooler, but the itching was bothering me much less as well.
In February 2014 Sunny went over the rainbow. He was an old, tired gentleman with
many infirmities, so Daddy and Mummy decided to release him after he had spent 14
great years in the most beautiful home. Now it was up to Bambi and me to guard the
house and property. We had a lot of fun together and under the supervision of Daddy I
was also able to get to know some of the guests.
Despite everything, I have always made sure that everyone respected me. Whenever I
was cheeky, Daddy stepped in and calmed down the situation. With the years I became
more and more relaxed. One of my highlights was when Mommy gave us some treats
and hugged me up. The years got me too and I was often very tired and the appetite was
not always there anymore but when Mommy cooked rice with chicken innards or lamb, I
could not resist. From time to time there was also a small tin of cat food……a real feast.

Desmond and Danny-Boy

In July 2018 Mommy and Daddy travelled to Switzerland. Christine was taking care of us
during this time and she did quite a good job, but between you and me, the truth is that
Bambi and I took care of her! Thanks God, on Aug. the 7th, Daddy and Mummy returned
from their vacation. I was really happy to see them once again before I fell peacefully
asleep in the night of Aug. 15th to 16th 2018.

Dear Daddy, dear Mommy, I know that you are very sad and your hearts are heavy ... but believe me, I am fine where I am
now and I am infinitely grateful for the many good years I was allowed to spend with you. You have given me the best
home one can wish for. THANK YOU, I will never forget you … Danny-Boy
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LOOKING FOR NEW HOMES
Hero
Male
| Size: Small-Medium | DOB: June 2016 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Hero is a delightful and very charming young male, short and rather stocky,
full of personality, lots of fun and has the cutest grin! He loves human
contact and is always at his kennel door when visitors arrive saying “hello”
and “please pick me” in his dog language.
Hero was found as a stray on the 28th April 2017 and came in to us soon
after. He is a sweetheart, good with children, and craving a home where he
will get lots of love and attention.

Jose
Male
| Size: Very Small | DOB: January 2018 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
If you are looking for a young dog who will remain very, very small, we
would like to present Jose to you.
Jose is tiny with a very sunny and very playful personality. He is under one
year old, LOVES people, toys, other dogs, children and going for walks. He is
just one very social boy! Jose will make a wonderful companion and he
would thrive in a home that has at least one other dog as he is so playful
and really enjoys company of other dogs.

Baby
Female
| Size: Large (66lbs) | DOB: 2014-2015 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Baby has come a long way since her arrival on the 5th May 2018. She loves
her walks, (we ensure she is walked a few times a day), enjoys being
brushed and takes treats ever so gently from your hand. She has started to
show her playful side as well. We know Baby is good with people, not sure
about other dogs and would suggest a home with much older children, if
any, as sudden noises do startle her. She can be shy with strangers and
therefore anyone wishing to give her a loving home, we suggest you visit
and spend quality time with her on a weekly basis until she trusts and forms
a bond with you. She is a lovely dog who will make a good companion.

Tilly
Female
| Size: Small | DOB: September 2014 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Tilly is super cute both in appearance and character and has a very playful,
happy and loving disposition. She interacts well with children of all ages
and enjoys the company of other dogs, though she does tend to prefer the
opposite sex. Tllly was found as a stray in St Thomas by a caring lady who
ensured she was fed and watered until space became available for her at
The Ark. She has been with us since 20th January 2018 and, to be honest,
we are surprised she has not been adopted yet as she is such a sweetheart.
If you’d like to give a home to any of our animals, please call: 435-4108 or email: ark@caribsurf.com
You can also visit our kennels at Sugarland Farm in St George, please call us to make an arrangement.

Happy Tails - Ben, a great ambassador for older dogs
I was in my kennel at the Ark when I saw an elderly couple look my way. I heard them remark they would like
an older dog as they had recently lost their Jack Russell, so my ears went on alert.
The kind people at The Ark introduced me to the couple and explained a bit about me. To my delight they were
interested in adopting me and so the next day, after a home visit, they returned and my forever home was
found.
My new mum and dad took me to the vet as I had a few health problems
but now, at approximately 8/10 years old, I am fit and healthy.
I have a lovely home and, most
importantly, I am loved and spoilt
rotten… and can turn them around my
little paws!

Ben at home

I have a comfy bed in their bedroom
but sleep on their bed more than mine
and have A/C on warm nights.

I have a healthy diet which I like and as food is always available I no longer
have to look for food in the garbage. I have filtered water from the fridge,
and my mum makes healthy home-made biscuits made with liver.
I must tell you about an amazing thing that recently happened. Mum
entered me in an international pet of the month competition and this old
boy put Barbados in the spotlight. I won with 416 votes from around the
world, and my prize was a wonderful bag of toys and treats.

Showing off my winnings!

I am now a happy chappie and I am loved.
Written by: Richard and Movita

Ben’s Home-made Biscuit Recipe
Ingredients:
½ Pound (225g) Chicken Livers
2 Tbsp (30ml) Vegetable Oil
½ Cup (125 ml) Chicken stock
2 Tbsps (30ml) fresh parsley finely chopped
2 cups whole wheat flour (500ml)
1 cup (250 ml) Oatmeal
Directions:
1 - Preheat oven to 180 C (350F)
2 - Cook Liver in pan for 5-7 mins
3 - Puree chicken liver, vegetable oil and chicken stock in a food processor
4 - Add flour, oats and parsley to liver mix
5 - Mix to form a firm dough
6 - Roll out dough on a floured board to about ¼ Inch (5mm) and cut into dog bite size pieces
7 - Place on cookie sheet and pop into oven – bake for about 30 mins until firm and crisp
8 - Serve
(They will last about 2 weeks if kept in the refrigerator)
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Grateful Thanks
The family and friends of Hazel Mason for their
donation in her memory.
Zoe Booker and Aliyah-Lise Kamuragiye for donating
the proceeds of their participation in The Barbados
Entrepreneurship
Foundation/Scotiabank
$20
Challenge Competition to the Ark dogs.
Annis and Jim Halliwell for their generous monetary
donation.

2019 Calendars
We are putting the final touches to our 2019 calendar
and it should be ready to buy from October. Our
theme for 2019 is ‘Second Chances’ and, as usual, it
features attractive photographs of our wonderful
dogs. The calendars gain in popularity every year and
raise valuable funds for the Shelter. To order yours,
email us at ark@caribsurf.com or phone 435-4108 to
find out where you can buy one. The price remains
the same at B$20 each (with an additional B$2.60 for
postage).

Alexa Greaves, on holiday from Canada, who visited
the Kennels laden with toys, leads, treats and even
dog beds; they were truly appreciated. Alexa is in the
photo below along with Jose, Bella and Mars - just
some of our dogs who loved the gifts.

Christmas Yard Sale

Amanda Ramsey of Ruff Cutts Dog Grooming
Services who came to the Kennels at our request in
March and August to groom some of our dogs and did
not charge us.
Mrs. Valerie Dash who continues to give us $5 for
each of the beautiful bracelets she makes and sells.
Nancy, Barry, Stuart, Susanne, Brenda and Allicia,
overseas visitors from Ontario, for coming up twice
while on their 14 day vacation to help with the
walking of our dogs. They enjoyed themselves as
much as our dogs did - “when we next visit, the dog
walking will be a highlight once again!”
The following people for kindly being foster carers:
Jessica Gibson: Bear;
Chrissie Blagrove: JP;
Donna Murray: Oscar;
Debra Nascimento: Pico;
Alison Martin: Mr Black;
Karen and Ryan Toppin: George;
Marco & Rosiane/Lauren McHugh/Sandra Forde:
Timmie.

On Saturday, June 16th the Ark's summer yard sale
was held at the Clock Tower, The Garrison. Thanks to
the generous donations from members and friends of
The Ark we were able to offer a fantastic array of
merchandise for sale - everything from soft
furnishings for the home, jewellery, clothing,
electronics, toys, etc. From early morning customers
were eagerly waiting for the doors to open, such is
the reputation our sales have earned, and they were
delighted with their purchases.
We are now looking forward to our Christmas Yard
Sale on November 17th which will also be at the
Clock Tower, The Garrison. Of course we would be
very grateful to receive donations of tree ornaments
and other items with a Christmas theme, as well as
the usual variety of items, so please have a rummage
in your cupboards and see if there is something you
can donate to this event.
We have to thank all of our faithful volunteers who
come out to help us on both the day of the sale and
with the preparations the day before. We hope our
Christmas Sale will be another bumper one, so if you
can volunteer to help or have items to be collected,
please call Liz Cole 232-9706 or any of our Committee
Members listed on the back of this newsletter. Items
can also be delivered to The Ark kennels.

Welcome New Members
We are delighted to
welcome the following
four new members:
Shakira HAYNES
Dellas and Mollie ROSS
Lisa WHITE
In addition, we thank
Giles GOSSELIN for
becoming a Life Member

Spay & Neuter Programme
The Ark has spayed/neutered 26 dogs and 19 cats between
1st April and 31st July 2018. This brings our totals for the
year so far to 41 dogs and 42 cats.
K9 Friends (Barbados) Spay and Neuter Clinic FOR DOGS, in
Sunset Crest is now open. For those who cannot afford the
normal vet fees for these ops., a fee of $30 is requested
and, if required, transportation can be provided. For those
in this situation, please call 248-1552 for an appointment.
For all other spay/neuter enquiries, please call The Ark
435-4108 or the RSPCA 426-3077.
If you need help with transporting your animal, contact
Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on Tel: 243-0420.

Adoption Programme
We are delighted that 39 dogs have found new loving
homes between 1st April and 31st August. This brings the
total for the year so far to 72 dogs.
If you are interested in having a cat or dog join your family
please contact us at 435-4108 or you can email us at
ark@caribsurf.com. Some of the dogs in our care looking
for homes can be seen on our website:
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com or search for us on
Facebook, YouTube and Instagram.

All animals re-homed as part of this program cannot be
kept in kennels or chained for long periods of time, as this
is against the law. We require that all properties
are fully enclosed to provide a safe environment
for the animal; while also ensuring they do not
become a nuisance in the area.

Shelter Donations
Always Welcome: Cleaning supplies eg. bleach,
Dish washing liquid etc; Safe toys for our
pups and adult dogs; Nexgard tablets;
Bags of Dog and Cat Chow for donation to
needy families who are finding it difficult
to feed their pets.

Sponsor a Dog
If you, or someone you know, would like to help a dog in
our care but cannot offer it a home, why not consider
sponsorship? We have a few dogs who are hard to rehome and they would love to have a relationship with
someone who has a particular interest in them.
If you are interested in Sponsorship, please contact
Dominique on 435-6844.
Thank you to the following people who are currently
sponsoring dogs:
Fiona Watson:
Sonia Bryant:
Josette Cummins:
Anita Caito & Emerson Reid:
Kimberley Bourne:
Ueli Zahler & Judith Binter:
Florianna Alleyne:

Janie
Tommy
Tilly
Joey
Toby & Zeus
Shiloh & Shadow
Brice and then Mars

Monthly Book Sale
Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each
month at the Massy Supermarket Rendezvous. It takes
place from 9am – 5pm. If you are looking for good books
at great prices, come along and check it out.
If you have books in good condition that you would like to
donate, please contact: Sandie Martin 428-4266, Liz Cole
438-6898 or Jo Gamblin 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a
message).

SALE DATES

Tues. 2nd October
Tues. 6th November
Tues. 4th December

The ARK: 435-4108

Our phones are not manned 24 hours a day.
In animal emergencies please contact your local vet.
Lost and Found Pets Barbados, a group on Facebook
where you can post info on lost/found animals.
Pet Patrol: The Sanitation Service Authority will
remove dead animals. Call: 535-5053.
Turtle Hotline: If turtle tracks or activity are seen,
please call the TURTLE HOTLINE at 230-0142 to make
a report.
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From:

The Ark Animal Welfare Society, Barbados

Registered Charity No. 428 | Member Society WSPA

P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church, Barbados
Tel: (246) 435-4108, Email: ark@caribsurf.com
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

Executive Committee

President: Mr. Stuart Martin
Vice President: Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
Treasurer: Mrs. Jennifer Pequeneza

418-0765
438-6898/232-9706
428-1803
420-8384

Committee Members

Miss Dominique Maraj
Ms. Isolde Pottkamper
Mrs Donna Murray-Wiltshire
Mr. Lalu Hanuman
Mr. Adrian Wiggins
Mr. Patrick Bellot
Mr. Billy Clarke

435-6844
420-2310
228-2233
420-2022
438-3717
426-9303
266-8495

Mrs. Sandie Martin (Books)
Ms. Michele Morland (Newsletter)

428-4266
-

Ex-Officio Members

Trustees: Mr. C. Brian Barnes, Mr. Bob Parravicino, Mr. Stephen Walcott
BECOME A MEMBER OF THE ARK: The ethical treatment of animals is an idea whose time has come.
I support the efforts of The ARK, and I want to become a member. I enclose a cheque for $___________.
I will receive newsletters each year and a notice to attend the Annual General Meeting.
Name ______________________________Tel: ____________________ Email ________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________ Signature ___________________
Please indicate whether you wish to receive newsletters by post (_____) or email (_____)
Minimum Annual Donation: $30, Life Membership: $500, Under 18 years: $20 or Overseas Membership: U.S.$30
Please make cheques payable to: THE ARK ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY. Mail To: The Ark, P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church

MISSION STATEMENT
To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

