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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Dear Ark Members,
Welcome to our September 2016 newsletter and I would like to start by thanking you for
your invaluable support. However, as we progress into 2016, it seems we need your
help and support more than ever. It saddens me to say that the economic situation
means we continue to be swamped by distress calls and emails from people who
feel they can no longer keep their dogs. Most of these cries for help are
genuine; others give reasons such as they don’t know how to cope with ticks
and fleas or their dog has had puppies so they want to keep a pup and get rid
of the mother!
It takes a huge amount of time and patience to deal with the latter type of call and one has to
constantly remind oneself to try for the sake of the animal. We are very conscious that if we are
able to find solutions which mean a dog can safely stay at its home then there is space at the Shelter for those
that are truly abandoned.
The calls keep coming though, and all the Shelters are full. At The Ark we have a constant waiting list for dogs
that are being given up – it really is a case of as soon as one dog leaves another one moves straight in. This
leaves us struggling to find space for the emergency cases which are becoming more frequent. FOSTER HOMES
are a huge help in these instances, whether it’s overnight, for several days or more long term. We are always
looking for more people to provide foster care and would ask you to consider whether you could help in this
way.
Or what about offering your time and your car for TRANSPORTING animals, usually to and from the vet.? An
old shower curtain liner and towel or sheet, a leash, possibly a carrier and you’re in business! One word of
warning if helping with this: spray your car with insect spray after each transport. That way, if the animal had
any ticks or fleas, they will be eliminated.
How do you feel about RESCUING an animal on the road? None of us are experts: it just happens and you get
better at it as time goes on! It’s all very well to take photos and post on social media however, in most cases,
unless the animal is picked up right away, it will disappear. Having said that, there are instances when, with the
best will in the world, it is impossible to rescue immediately and the next best thing is to leave some chow and
water, setting up a feeding station with the help of family and friends who travel that route.
There are many ways you can help The Ark and the animals of Barbados. Could you help at FUNDRAISING
activities such as yard sales? Could you assist with community based activities such as EDUCATION? Are you
good at computer graphics – in these days of social media it’s increasingly useful to have video footage of the
animals looking for new homes.
If you aren’t already ‘Friends’ with The Ark on Facebook, please join us by clicking on the ‘Like’ icon. Not only
will you be able to read about many of our happy adoptions, but this is where a lot of our emergency calls for
help are posted. You can find us on Facebook at: Ark Animal Welfare Society of Barbados.
JUMP IN and be a part of the solution! The animals of Barbados need YOU.
Sincerely,

Bob Parravicino
President

Missy secures a home at Island Inn Hotel
On December 21 last year, The Ark received an email from two guests
staying at Island Inn Hotel, Aquatic Gap regarding a young kitten that they
"adopted" during their stay and wanted to ensure that she would be
spayed.
The first concern was to find out if she was old enough to have the
operation and we contacted Dr. Shelly Boyce of Sierra Veterinary Clinic who
kindly offered to visit the hotel and check up on Missie.
The second concern was to make sure that the hotel management would be
agreeable to having Missie return to the premises to live out her life there.
Initially, we experienced a bit of reluctance with this however, after
addressing the two points raised and a quick telephone call to Mr. Peter
Odle, owner of the hotel, we were given the go-ahead!
The third challenge was to get Missie accustomed to going into a cat carrier
and Dr. Boyce was a gem, visiting the hotel several times to try and coax
Missie into the carrier. There was one hiccup when Missie escaped the
carrier; however by 11th February Dr. Boyce emailed with the news that
Missie was at her clinic being "fixed" and that she would keep her there for
recovery time of a few days and then return her to the hotel.
During late June, we visited the hotel to check on how Missie was
doing and to get permission for this article to be written. Although
we did not meet Missie, Miss Brown, Manager of Island Inn, assured us that
she is very well and much loved by guests and staff.

Missie – such a cutie

Thanks to Karen Tordoff and Roy Strachan for caring enough to contact us, for donating the money for the op.
plus an ongoing supply of cat food.
Grateful thanks to Mr. Odle, Miss Brown and staff including Thora, Carol, John, Earl and Jamal for allowing
Missie to become a hotel resident.
Special thanks to Dr. Shelly Boyce for her persistence with this little puss who now has a good chance of a
quality life.

The Ark Yard Sales
On Saturday, June 16th the Ark held the first of our two yard sales for 2016. For a week or two prior to the sale
our kind host, Liz Senior, received almost daily requests to open up her gates to allow the drop off another car
load of items ranging from the usual clothing to all sorts of 'treasures'. Then came Friday when the whole team
arrived to set up the various 'departments' of our make shift store – a major task which was accomplished in
record time. On Saturday morning the road was full of eager shoppers waiting to get in and the rest is history another successful fundraiser.
All items of clothing and household items not sold were passed on to a charity that looks after families who
have lost their possession due to fire and also to the St. Vincent de Paul Society.
We would like to say a big thank you to Liz Senior for giving us the run of her home once again. Also thank you
to Barbados Surfing Association for their donation.
We're now looking forward to our Christmas yard sale which is scheduled for 19th November. This sale will be
in a different location so we'll send an email nearer the time to let you know where we’ll be. We already have a
good selection of Christmas items to sell so save the date!
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LOOKING FOR NEW HOMES
Jewel
Female
| Size: Small-Medium | DOB: May 2011 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________

Jewel adores people and having her tummy rubbed has to be her most
favoured pass time. She is a very happy, friendly and calm dog who will do
well as a single dog in a family. Having said that, Jewel is good with other
dogs although she definitely prefers the company of male dogs to female
dogs. Weighing roughly 25 lbs, she is much smaller than she appears in the
photo. Jewel will make a wonderful and very loyal companion who will
reward you with her lovely smile every day.

Piper & Riley
PIPER - Female | Size: Medium-Small | DOB: Sept 2015 (approx.)
RILEY
- Male | Size: Very Small | DOB: 2011/2012 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Piper and Riley came to us separately but are now such friends it would be
wonderful if they could find a home together. Piper is a loving, calm and
extremely gentle youngster who happily interacts with our other dogs. She
would need to be adopted to a home with at least one other dog. Riley was
surrendered in March by his owner who kept him on a short rope and
provided him with little attention. Riley is a very small dog with a very big
heart, gets on well with other dogs and has to be seen to be appreciated.

Diego
Male
| Size: Medium | DOB: 2011 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Diego is such a wonderful, happy, friendly and very alert dog; eager to
please and adores human contact. Diego was found as a stray, literally skin
and bone and we do believe he was abandoned. Thankfully a caring family
contacted one of our volunteers who ensured he was fed and watered until
we were able to bring him in. Diego is good with other dogs, both male and
female, and will make a wonderful and very loyal pet. He has so much love
to give and is just waiting for YOU!

Reggie
Male
| Size: Large-Medium | DOB: September 2014 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________

Reggie is a gem, very loving and very playful. He loves humans and other
dogs – both male and female. He needs a home where he will be part of a
family who are able to spend a good deal of time with him.
Reggie was a stray, found in a terrible condition - skin and bone, numerous
ticks, long curled nails and anaemic. He certainly knew where to go for help
as the wonderful family whose yard he wandered into, nursed him back to
good health before contacting The Ark. Reggie is now at his correct weight,
is simply gorgeous and will make a loyal and fun companion.
If you’d like to give a home to any of our animals, please call: 435-4108 or email: ark@caribsurf.com
You can also visit our kennels at Sugarland Farm in St George, please call us to make an arrangement.

Happy Tails - Cher
On April 5 this year we lost our old girl Cocky; she was 12 and we had had her from a little pup when she walked in one
Kadooment Bank Holiday. We also have another little fellow, Finlay, who we had gotten from The Ark last year after
losing our little Gizzy who had also walked in, if only from next door!!
We did not wish to leave Finlay lonely and so I went onto The Ark's Facebook page and saw Cher, who had been there for
quite a few years - I believe 5 years. She was a smaller dog than we had initially thought of getting, but we felt she
needed a home. My husband, Ronald, went and saw her and decided that we would like to adopt her, and then both of
us went through and decided that we would like to bring her to be Fin's girl!
She was, and still is, a very shy girl and, although she came out of her
enclosure, she was not very keen on going with us for a walk. We realised
she would need patience and attention to come out of her shell and we
both agreed we were willing to give that to her.
We were ready to take Cher home right away, but The Ark felt we needed
to get her accustomed to us before taking her from the only home she had
known for many years. So Ronald visited her at The Ark for a few
afternoons, sitting with her and taking her for walks. Once Cher was
comfortable with him, the day came for her to move to her new home and
meet Finlay.
I was concerned as to whether Cher would come with me, as she was not as
accustomed to me as she was to Ronald. However, Arthur who works at
the Shelter, brought her out to my car and, to my surprise, she jumped in as
if she had been doing this all her life. She sat in the back of my car and gave
no trouble on our drive home. Once home, she was a little wary of getting
out of the car, but eventually she plucked up the courage and jumped out.
Then she promptly jumped straight back in! I decided to leave the car door
open so that she could get in and out until she felt comfortable staying out.
And finally she did!!
Cher, happy in her new home
We introduced Cher to Finlay and they got along well from the
start. Fin was so happy to have someone to play with, and Cher has
so much energy; she does not keep still. I’m trying to fatten her up
a bit so that she cannot get through our gates (which we have had
to add lattice work to so she can’t get through), but she runs
around our lawns like a racehorse so it may take a while!!
Cher has made herself very much at home and has decided that
Ronald’s chair in our TV room is now hers! She loves it and as soon
as she comes in to the house when I get back home, she goes
straight for her chair. She’s been with us four months now and is
still what I call skittish. Any sudden movements will scare her and
she will run off but she will quickly come back when she realizes
that she’s not in danger. We understand that she is still settling in
and needs time and she is gradually getting there. She loves to be
patted and has learnt so fast that after we have a meal there will be
a little something for her!! They learn very fast and she has quickly
learnt our daily routine! Ronald, Fin and I are very happy to have
Cher with us.
Written by Judy and Ronald

Cher with Judy, Ronald and Finlay
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Grateful Thanks
Mrs. Jan Weeden for donating the digital camera that we
desperately needed.
Mrs. Dorothy Cole for her donation of a washing machine
to clean bedding at the Shelter.

Pet I.D. Tags Available from The Ark
Keep your pets safe and support The Ark at the same time.
You can now buy I.D. pet tags directly from us at the
Shelter on a Saturdays with FREE engraving at Blades
Trophies, located in Golf Club Road. The tags cost $20 and
Blades will donate $5 to The Ark for each tag purchased.

The following people for providing foster homes: Sue
Callus, Deon Husbands, Debra Nasciemento, Alison
Martin, Stacey Choat and the Gibson family.
Julie Blades for all her help with transport of dogs and
cats, often at short notice.
London Life and Casualty (Barbados) Corporation for their
much appreciated corporate donation.
Christine Fell for her donation and help with creating
posters, etc. for us.
Ruff Cuts Barbados, (Amanda, Sadie and Marlon), for
giving up their Saturday to pamper our dogs with washes,
brushes and pedicures. A big job and the dogs loved it!
Denise Winter and Peter & Pat Rouse, all Ark supporters
from the UK who have visited us recently and donated a
vast array of goodies for the Shelter.

Atlantis Hotel for another year of support through
their ‘Dollar per Head’ scheme.
Ari and Holden (below) for their donation of $470 –
the proceeds of their volleyball tournament held at
Codrington School – gratefully accepted by Caesar!

Do You Know ...
Do you know that charitable donations to registered
charities are tax deductible, up to 10% of assessable
income.
If you make a donation to The Ark, supply us with
your N.R.N together with your name and address and
we will upload the information directly to your
account at Barbados Revenue Authority.

2017 CALENDARS
Our 2017 calendar will be available in October with all the
proceeds going towards the running costs of the Shelter.
We try to make each year a little bit different and 2017 is
no exception; we’ll be featuring Ark dogs in their adopted
homes as well as some who are still at the Shelter.

Sad News.....
The Ark, like most charities, relies heavily on the
enthusiasm and dedication of members of its 'family' of
volunteers so it was with great sadness that we learned of
the sudden death of one of our overseas members –
Diane Bambrough. Devoted to our canine friends, Diane
was tireless in fundraising for the Ark and many other
animal charities. She will be greatly missed.

If previous years are anything to go by, the calendars are
very popular and sell out quickly. Don’t miss yours – they
can be ordered in advance by sending an email to
ark@caribsurf.com or send us a cheque and we’ll post one
out to you when they are ready. We will email members
again as soon as they are available in October.
Each calendar costs $20 (please add $2.60 to cover
postage).
Not only are they attractive and useful to have, but they
make excellent Christmas presents as well.

Welcome New Members
We are delighted to
welcome the following
three new members:
JEREMY CRONEY
ANNIE GAGE
RENEE HARRIS

Spay & Neuter Programme
The Ark has spayed/neutered 32 dogs and 16 cats between
1st March and 30th June 2016 bringing our total for the year
so far to 57 dogs and 31 cats. The Ark is channelling some
of our spay/neuter requests to The RSPCA and we thank
them for all the procedures they do for us.
If you are interested in having your dog or cat spayed or
neutered, please call us at 435-4108 or contact the RSPCA
directly (Tel: 426-3077).
If you need help with transporting your animal, contact
Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on Tel: 243-0420.

Adoption Programme
We are delighted that 52 dogs and 5 cats have found new
loving homes between 1st April and 31st July 2016 bringing
our totals for the year so far to 91 dogs and 6 cats.
If you are interested in having a cat or dog join your family
please contact us at 435-4108 or you can email us at
ark@caribsurf.com. Some of the dogs in our care looking
for homes can be seen on our website:
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com or search for us on
Facebook and YouTube.

All animals re-homed as part of this program cannot be
kept in kennels or chained for long periods of time, as this
is against the law. We require that all properties
are fully enclosed to provide a safe environment
for the animal; while also ensuring they do not
b
i
i h

Shelter Donations
Always Welcome: Towels, PetCor; Tac-Tic; bags
of Dog Chow for donation to needy families who
are finding it difficult to feed their pets.

Sponsor a Dog
If you, or someone you know, would like to help a dog in
our care but cannot offer it a home, why not consider
sponsorship? We have a few dogs who are hard to rehome and they would love to have a relationship with
someone who has a particular interest in them.
If you are interested in Sponsorship, please contact
Dominique on 271 8931.
Thank you to the following people who are currently
sponsoring dogs :
Anonymous – Nina
Fiona Watson – Oscar
Sonia Bryant – Tommy
Tracey Peacock – Blossom
Gill Croney – Harry and Lady
Annie Gage and Lee Seaton - Pebble
Clifford Hall – Rosie, Calypso and Jewel
Ueli Zahler and Judith Binter – Shiloh and Shadow

Monthly Book Sale
Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each
month at the Massy Supermarket Rendezvous. It takes
place from 9am – 5pm. If you are looking for good books
at great prices, come along and check it out.
If you have books in good condition that you would like to
donate, please contact: Sandie Martin 428-4266, Liz Cole
438-6898 or Jo Gamblin 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a
message).

SALE DATES
th

Tues. 6 September
Tues. 4th October
Tues. 1st November
Tues. 6th December

The ARK: 435-4108

Our phones are not manned 24 hours a day.
In animal emergencies please contact your local vet.
Lost and Found Pets Barbados, a group on Facebook
where you can post info on lost/found animals.
Pet Patrol: The Sanitation Service Authority will
remove dead animals: 426-4625 or 430 5019.
Turtle Hotline: If turtle tracks or activity are seen,
please call the TURTLE HOTLINE at 230-0142 to make
a report.
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From:

The Ark Animal Welfare Society, Barbados
Registered Charity No. 428 | Member Society WSPA

P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church, Barbados
Tel: (246) 435-4108, Email: ark@caribsurf.com
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

Executive Committee

President: Mr. Bob Parravicino
Vice President: Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
Treasurer: Mrs. Jennifer Pequeneza

429-0347
438-6898/232-9706
428-1803
228-1677

Committee Members

Miss Dominique Maraj
Mr. Stuart Martin
Ms. Isolde Pottkamper
Mrs. Donna Murray-Wiltshire
Ms. Anne Martindale

271-8931
428-4266
420-2310
228-2233
624-7977

Mrs. Sandie Martin (Books)
Ms. Michele Morland (Newsletter)

428-4266
-

Ex-Officio Members

Trustees: Mr. C. Brian Barnes, Mr. Bob Parravicino, Mr. Stephen Walcott
BECOME A MEMBER OF THE ARK: The ethical treatment of animals is an idea whose time has come.
I support the efforts of The ARK and I want to become a member. I enclose a cheque for $___________.
I will receive newsletters each year and a notice to attend the Annual General Meeting.
Name ______________________________Tel: ____________________ Email ________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________ Signature ___________________
Please indicate whether you wish to receive newsletters by post (_____) or email (_____)
Minimum Annual Donation: $30, Life Membership: $500, Under 18 years: $20 Overseas Membership: U.S.$30
Please make cheques payable to: THE ARK ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY. Mail To: The Ark, PO Box 199W, Ch. Ch., Barbados

MISSION STATEMENT
To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

