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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Dear Ark Members,
As you are all aware, Barbados and the entire world are slowly battling our
way through a crisis of unprecedented proportion.
We were very pleased to be able to resume our book sales in June and even more
delighted to note that we are seeing a new trend with many citizens coming by
every month to get their stash of reading material!
Unfortunately, our June Yard Sale could not take place; however, we are in
the process of checking the protocols and, fingers and toes crossed, we will
be able to have our November 21st sale as planned. The amount of quality
household items and clothing is incredible!
As we were so late in starting to plan, we dithered a bit about whether to try to achieve a 2021 Ark
Calendar, deciding to check first with our sponsors. Their instant positive response was heart warming
and the calendars should be available in early October!
While we did lose some income from not being able to hold two book sales and the June yard sale, we have
been humbled by some very generous donations from Ark Members, local and overseas animal lovers and
company donations.
I would like to take this opportunity to appeal for bags of dog and cat chow as with so many Barbadians out of
work, we are constantly giving out same in the hope that people will be able to keep their pets instead of giving
them to shelters or abandoning them. These chow donations can be taken to the Ark shelter in St. George (10
am to 2.30 pm) or dropped at the book sales at Massy Worthing (first Tuesday of the month).
Barbados has done very well with managing the amount of Covid cases and it is with a heartfelt prayer that we
will continue on this path.
Sincerely,
Adrian Wiggins
President

GoFundMe.com
Please don't forget about our New Shelter Appeal. We’re raising
funds to build our new home on land gifted to us at Woodbourne,
St. Philip. A visit to the GoFundMe.com site will show you the
‘virtual plans’ which, we think you’ll agree, will make a super
facility in which to continue our work looking after the dogs and
cats of Barbados.
The GoFundMe.com site is an easy way for supporters who live
around the world to donate via credit card. So far the site has
achieved 494 shares with 28 donations. Thank you very much to
everyone – we really do appreciate your help. However, we still
have a long way to go to achieve our target so please spread the
word and share the GoFundMe.com appeal to your contacts on
email, facebook, WhatsApp; etc. There is the facility to do this
with one click if you go to the site:
GoFundMe.com/Ark Animal Welfare Society Barbados.

Calling All Volunteers ….
“A pessimist sees a glass of water as being half empty; an optimist sees the same glass as half full. But a
giving person sees a glass of water and starts looking for someone who might be thirsty.” - G. Donald Gale
Volunteers truly are giving people and The Ark would not be able to do the work we do without them. Apart
from our Shelter Staff, everyone at The Ark is a volunteer whether they are someone who undertakes regular
duties or are someone happy to step up as and when they are needed. We thank them all!
The list of things volunteers help with is extensive and includes
raising funds, being hands-on with our dogs; providing transport;
fostering; and helping at fund-raising events to name but a few.
Companies volunteer as well, usually by assisting with fund raising
and donations.
We are blessed to have a core number of people and companies
who are regular volunteers we know we can call on. However, we
are always looking to expand our list of volunteers and would like
to ask if you, or someone you know, might be interested in joining
us. We have a number of roles you could consider and we can
discuss how much or how little works best for you.

At the moment we are specifically looking for help with any
of the following:

Volunteers B and Alicia with Shadow and Shiloh

Dog Walking: Tuesday, Friday and Saturday mornings are the
times our Shelter dogs really look forward to as these are the
days that volunteers take them for a walk. We encourage
our younger volunteers to come on a Saturday morning
when they can be supervised walking the dogs. Our dogs
love the individual attention they get and these mornings
also help with their socialisation. The volunteers find it very
rewarding getting to know the dogs as well as fellow walkers.
And it keeps one fit at the same time! Walks are along the
lane which leads to the Shelter and are shorter at times
when it’s particularly hot or rainy. Any time you can give
would really be appreciated.
Transport: We have two main requirements for transportation. The first
is taking the dogs to and from veterinary appointments and also to the K9
Spay/Neuter clinic in St. Philip. Transport to the K9 Clinic has scheduled
appointments whilst trips to the vet can be more short notice.
The second requirement for transport is to enable Dominique to do preadoption Home Checks. At the moment Dominique relies on a few
generous souls but it would be great to have a few additional names to
call on, particularly for the areas of St. George, St. Philip, St. Michael, Ch
Ch, St. Joseph and St. John.
Spare Change Boxes: At a corporate level, we’re looking for some new
venues to host our very attractive spare change boxes. These boxes are a
valuable source of funds for us so please get in touch if you can host one.
If you have time you can spare, no matter how much or how little, and
would like to discuss volunteering opportunities, please get in touch with
Dominique on 435-6844.

Spare Change Box
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LOOKING FOR NEW HOMES
Sheena
Female
| Size: Medium | DOB: April 2019 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Sheena is a super friendly, outgoing girl who loves attention and a fuss
being made over her. Having been severely neglected before coming to us,
she has now blossomed and is totally ready for her new home. She has a
very short and shiny coat and is medium(ish) in size, when last weighed she
was 34 lbs. Sheena is very playful and would thrive in a family environment,
being taken for walks, hikes and even the beach. She gets on with both
male and female dogs and, due to her playfulness, we would suggest she be
adopted into a home with at least one other dog for companionship.

Trudi
Female
| Size: Small | DOB: March 2020 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Trudi is a beautiful young lady with a super friendly, cheerful and
exceptionally loving personality. She is full of life, loves her toys and is very
playful. She walks well on a leash and is so eager to please and be part of a
family. We would also suggest that Trudi be adopted into a home with at
least one other dog, or adopt two from us as she so enjoys the company.
Trudi was found as a stray with a mark on her neck, very possibly from
being tied. However that is all in the past and hopefully she shall soon find
her forever home.

Polly
Female
| Size: Small | DOB: May 2016 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
Polly is an absolute gem who is very affectionate and gives the sweetest
hugs. We think she is most likely a Jack Russell mix.
Polly was found as a stray with a single pup who has since been adopted.
She enjoys the company of all other dogs, is very playful and extremely
gentle around small children. She will therefore make an excellent family
pet. Polly just loves attention and a fuss being made over her and really
would love a home and family to call her own.

June
Female
| Size: Small | DOB: February 2019 (approx.)
____________________________________________________________________________
June is such a sweetheart with a wonderfully sunny, loving and happy
personality. How could you possibly resist her gorgeous smile?
She is a small mixed 'Bajan Chihuahua' type weighing just over 16 lbs.
June gets on well with all other dogs and really enjoys the company of
people, both adults and children. June was found as a pregnant stray by a
caring family just before the Covid shut down. This wonderful family kept
her safe and were able to find homes for her pups but, living beside a busy
road with no enclosed area, they were not able to keep her.
If you’d like to give a home to any of our animals, please call: 435-4108 or email: ark@caribsurf.com
You can also visit our kennels at Sugarland Farm in St George, please call us to make an arrangement.

‘Nugget’ : A Happy Tail of a ‘Foster Fail’
On the eve of our first national COVID-19 ‘lock down’, Renatta, Zan and Josh responded to our call to foster 3
pups (two males and one female) – the last of a litter needing to be re-homed urgently. Experienced foster
caregivers and already the proud parents of Biscuit and Clinton (two rescues), the family wasn’t thinking of a
permanent expansion, having also lost their eldest adoptee a year prior. However, it soon became clear that
one pup, Nugget, wasn’t going anywhere.
With the uncertainty of Covid-19 looming, we all moved swiftly to
ensure that supplies were in place for the 3 foster pups. At the
point of collection, it was explained to the family that Nugget was
a ‘single pup’ born to one doggie couple from the household while the other two pups were birthed by another mother – also
of the same household. Needless to say, the Ark has ensured that
all adult dogs have since been spayed and neutered!

Baby Nugget – so cute he stole our hearts!

With pups in hand, the drive home was momentous – and
personalities emerged. Nugget was physically larger and much
more demanding that his companions – he was also the only one
to get car sick (a trait we have since learnt, he inherited from his
dad). Once everyone was settled at home, the family had to
intervene from time to time to ensure that the 2 other pups got
their meals in peace from Nugget. They did have to admit that
both out of necessity and sheer cuteness, Nugget began to
receive special attention!

But Nugget's siblings were also delightful, healthy and smart and
one found a home within days of her photo being posted while the
other was moved as the lockdown got more stringent – and his
‘furever’ home was pending. Globally, there was a spike in animal
adoptions as humans sought companionship while ‘staying at home
to help flatten the curve’ – but months later, unfortunately there
were also ‘returns as persons resumed their more normal
schedules and found their new adoptee too difficult to keep.
Nugget’s female foster companion found herself in this situation
but thankfully, through Renatta’s efforts, she did eventually find
her ‘furever’ home.
On the bed!! As an experienced Ark foster
parent, Renatta jokingly notes "Once they
make it onto the bed, they’re not going
anywhere!”

Meantime, Nugget was busy being the perfect emotional support dog as the
family heeded the lockdown protocols in place. Once everyone overcame
Nugget’s sensitive tummy (thanks to Dr. Allison Surfleet for her care and
guidance), Nugget settled in and found his rank among the resident pack.
He got walks along his curtilage and bounced happily from family member
to family member, lapping up their attention.
It's now six months later, he has attended his first round of puppy training
and has his run of the house by choosing whether to be inside or out.
Nugget proudly declares himself to be a happy Ark 'foster fail' but no one in
the family has any complaints – in fact he was and is their brightest spark
during this time of great uncertainty.
Nugget – six months later

The Ark Animal Welfare Society Tel. (246) 435-4108 | Email: ark@caribsurf.com | www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

SEPTEMBER 2020 Newsletter

4

The Ark Animal Welfare Society Tel. (246) 435-4108 | Email: ark@caribsurf.com | www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

5

Newsletter SEPTEMBER 2020

Grateful Thanks
K9 Friends for their continued generosity with weekly
donations of chow and low cost spay/neuter
surgeries. We’re always appreciative of your support.
Family and friends of Barbara Watson for their
donation in her memory.

The Ark Calendar 2021
Our 2021 calendar will be available in October with all
the proceeds going towards the Shelter. We try to
make each year a little bit different and 2021 is no
exception - the theme is “I Am Rescued”.

A generous person who made a donation in memory
of their beloved dog Taffy.
Anne Sims for her donation of money raised by
making and selling face masks and mango chutney.
The Veterinary Clinic for their donation of a huge
bottle of hand sanitizer for our book sales.

You can place an order for your copy by emailing us at
ark@caribsurf.com. The price remains the same at
B$20 each (with an extra B$2.60 for postage). They
are very popular and make great Christmas presents.

New Ark Beach Bags
We have super new Ark beach bags for sale. Made of
canvas and with an attractive doggy design, they will
enhance any trip to the beach.

Munchy Muncharoonies - Sue Callus 428-5112 and
The Gourmet Paw - Julie Edghill 826-0797 for their
donation of natural, homemade treats for our dogs.
Lisa White of The Dog Trainer for her offer of a free
lesson for our rescues.

With Christmas not far away, anyone would be
delighted to receive one as a gift. They cost $30 each
(or $25 for 2 or more) and can be bought at the
monthly book sale and Brighton Farmers Market Munchy Munaroonies Stall,
Holder's House Farmers Market,
The Gourmet Paw Stall and
at The Gourmet Shop, Barbados
- Specialty Grocery Store.

The Barbados Training Club for their donation.
The Isdell family for their generous donation.
Andrew & Victoria Chalmers for setting up a
gofundme appeal in Canada and raising the amazing
amount of Cdn$ 1715; thank you to contributors.
Huge thanks to the many people who donated food
for our recent emaciated dogs, Jason and Maju.
Pippa Chesterfield for her donation of Becoplex.
Alicia Sukhram for her donation of canned dog food.
Valerie Dash who continues to donate a percentage of
each bracelet or necklace she sells to us.

Christmas Yard Sale
Unfortunately, our summer Yard Sale had to be
cancelled due to Covid-19. However, we are hopeful
we will be able to go ahead with our Christmas one.
We have a provisional date of Saturday 21st
November 2020. The location will be The Clock
Tower, The Garrison.
In early November, we shall update you by email
and newspaper ads. on the status of this event.

Welcome New Members
Unfortunately we don’t
have any new members to
welcome in this newsletter.
Membership fees are an
important source of income
for the Ark so if you know
someone who would
like to join, please ask them
to get in touch with us.

Spay & Neuter Programme
The Ark has spayed/neutered 17 dogs and 6 cats between
1st April and 31st August 2020. This brings our totals for the
year so far to 30 dogs and 22 cats.
K9 Friends (Barbados) Spay and Neuter Clinic FOR DOGS,
has moved from Sunset Crest but is still open for those
who cannot afford the normal vet fees for these ops. A fee
of $30 is requested and, if required, transportation can be
provided. For those in this situation, please call 248-1552
for an appointment. For all other spay/neuter enquiries,
please call The Ark 435-4108 or the RSPCA 426-3077.
If you need help with transporting your animal, contact
Sean at Pet Transportation Inc on Tel: 243-0420.

Adoption Programme
We are delighted that 35 dogs have found new loving
homes between 1st May and 31st August. This brings the
total for the year so far to 83 dogs and 2 cats.
If you are interested in having a cat or dog join your family
please contact us at 435-4108 or you can email us at
ark@caribsurf.com. Some of the dogs in our care looking
for homes can be seen on our website:
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com or search for us on
Facebook, YouTube and Instagram.

All animals re-homed as part of this program cannot be
kept in kennels or chained for long periods of time, as this
is against the law. We require that all properties are fully
enclosed to provide a safe environment for the animal;
while also ensuring they do not become a nuisance in the
area.

Shelter Donations
Always Welcome: Cleaning supplies eg. bleach,
Dish washing liquid etc; Safe toys for our
pups and adult dogs; Nexgard tablets;
Bags of Dog and Cat Chow for donation to
needy families who are finding it difficult
to feed their pets.

Sponsor a Dog
If you, or someone you know, would like to help a dog in
our care but cannot offer it a home, why not consider
sponsorship? We have a few dogs who are hard to rehome and they would love to have a relationship with
someone who has a particular interest in them.
If you are interested in Sponsorship, please contact
Dominique on 435-6844. Thank you to the following
people who are currently sponsoring dogs:
Dr Laura Williams
Dr. Mohini Harris
Fiona Watson
Anita Caito & Emerson Reid
Josette Cummins
Nick Corbin
The Gosselin Family
Marilyn and Peter Weekes
Kimberley Bourne
Sonia Bryant
Ueli Zahler and Judith Binter
Angela Best and Gillian Best Tasker

Java
Mars
Janie
Angie
Andre
Sheena
Tommy
Mae Mae
Misty & Dinah
Wanda & Bailey
Shiloh & Shadow
Ben & Josh

Monthly Book Sale
Our monthly book sale is held on the first Tuesday of each
month at the Massy Supermarket Rendezvous. It takes
place from 9am – 4pm. If you are looking for good books
at great prices, come along and check it out.
If you have books in good condition that you would like to
donate, please contact: Sandie Martin 428-4266, Liz Cole
438-6898 or Jo Gamblin 428-1803 (after 7pm or leave a
message).

SALE DATES

Tues. 6th October
Tues. 3rd November
Tues. 1st December

The ARK: 435-4108

Our phones are not manned 24 hours a day.
In animal emergencies please contact your local vet.
Lost and Found Pets Barbados, a group on Facebook
where you can post info on lost/found animals.
Pet Patrol: The Sanitation Service Authority will
remove dead animals. Call: 535-5053.
Turtle Hotline: If turtle tracks or activity are seen,
please call the TURTLE HOTLINE at 230-0142 to make
a report.
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From:

The Ark Animal Welfare Society, Barbados
Registered Charity No. 428 | Member Society WSPA

P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church, Barbados
Tel: (246) 435-4108, Email: ark@caribsurf.com
www.arkanimalwelfarebarbados.com

Executive Committee

President: Mr. Adrian Wiggins
438-3717/243-8553
Vice President: Mr. Billy Clarke
266-8495
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. Jo Gamblin
428-1803
Treasurer: Mrs. Jennifer Pequeneza
420-8384

Committee Members

Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
Miss Dominique Maraj
Ms. Isolde Pottkamper
Mrs Donna Murray-Wiltshire
Mr. Lalu Hanuman

Ex-Officio Members

438-6898/232-9706
435-6844
420-2310
228-2233
420-2022

Mrs. Sandie Martin (Books)
Ms. Michele Morland (Newsletter)

428-4266
-

Trustees: Mr. Bob Parravicino, Mr. Stephen Walcott
BECOME A MEMBER OF THE ARK: The ethical treatment of animals is an idea whose time has come.
I support the efforts of The ARK, and I want to become a member. I enclose a cheque for $___________.
I will receive newsletters each year and a notice to attend the Annual General Meeting.
Name ______________________________Tel: ____________________ Email ________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________ Signature ___________________
Please indicate whether you wish to receive newsletters by post (_____) or email (_____)
Minimum Annual Donation: $30, Life Membership: $500, Under 18 years: $20 or Overseas Membership: U.S.$30
Please make cheques payable to: THE ARK ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY. Mail To: The Ark, P.O. Box 199W, Christ Church

MISSION STATEMENT
To raise awareness of the needs of animals. To protect them and promote their well-being by encouraging,
through education, positive relationships between animals and people.

